A Time for Everything




From Qur Pastor!

Random thoughts loosely connected to Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

August is a strange month. The summer that just began, like yesterday,
is rapidly coming to an end. Sometimes it is way too hot to endure, and
on the same day it can be way too cool for comfort. The days are long
but getting shorter. The world around here is decked out in lush, vibrant
green, but is posed to change in a matter of days into yellows, reds, and
finally browns and gray.

God has planned everything in cycles.

I wonder why we start and stop the calendar year with December/Janu-
ary and not August/September. Yeah, say goodbye to the summer and
onward to fall and winter. Makes as much sense as the present, tra-
ditional, calendar cycle. We say goodbye to dark and cold ending one
year and say hello to dark and cold beginning the next. If it wasn’t for
holiday lights and New Year’s fireworks, we’d all be in a constant state
of seasonal light deprivation and depression well into March.

My travel schedule doesn’t always make a lot of sense. By the time
you read this I will have ventured to Florida in August — on purpose — to
attend the 4C Annual Gathering. I’ll be staying at the Hotel Florida,

a lovely place, where the heat will melt your face. I can promise you

I won’t spend more than a couple of minutes outside while I’'m down
there. I am obligated to attend, and it will be a good meeting and a
chance to spend time with friends from across the country. Besides,
summer rates in Florida are cheaper.

I’ve been asked to become the Area Pastor for the 4C Churches in Cen-
tral Upstate NY. We will see how that unfolds in the coming year. There
aren’t a lot of churches in our conference, but that makes it all the more
important for pastors and congregations to support one another.

On the home front, we have a couple of ideas for new ministries this fall.
We’re praying for wisdom and discernment. More to follow in Septem-
ber.

From the Pastor continued on page 3
2 Danby Church News August 2025

What’s in this Issue?

From Our Pastor. 2
Mission Spotlight 3
Pester the Pastor. 4
Spiritual Development Report..................... 7

Danby Church Officers and Leaders

2025

Ed Enstine
eenstine@aol.com
607.592.8276

Lynn Kingston-Harris
office@danbychurch.org
607.272.1687

Pastor:

Admin Aide

Administrative Council

Paula Nelson
sfenelson@aol.com
Sheila Enstine
ssenstine@gmail.com

Co-Chairperssons:

Secretary:
Treasurer: Paula Nelson
sfenelson@aol.com

Financial Secretary:

Charlene Testut
ctestuts5@yahoo.com

Trustees Chair:
Area Coordinators

Hospitality: Charlene Testut
Spiritual Development: Sheila Enstine
Missions: Suzanne Walker

suzrwalker@yahoo.com
Community Outreach:

Staff, Pastor Oversight Committee:
SPOC: Chair: Katy Prince

Praise Team Leaders: Katy & Tommy Prince
Webmaster: Janet Gray
7sgd@cornell.edu

Newsletter Editor: Janet Gray
Facebook: Janet Gray

On the Cover

Ecclesiastes 3:1




From the Pastor continued from page 2

Homework: Your assignment for the month of August is straight forward, pray! Pray for new people to join our
fellowship. Continue to invite friends and family to check us out. Pray for a new generation of leaders to join and
develop; they are our replacements. Pray that they come on board and achieve greater and more wonderful ministry
than we have accomplished. Pray!

There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.

**There was no Administrative Council Meeting for July**

Mission Spotlight
Feed My Starving Children

FMSC is a mission dedicated to alleviating hunger around the world that results in at least 6,200 children dying each
day from causes related to malnutrition. As a Christian nonprofit FMSC is dedicated to seeing every child whole in
body and spirit.

FMSC works with food distribution partners around the world that stay within the community for the long haul, em-
powering them to move from relief to empowerment.

FMSC meals are developed by food science and nutritional professionals to supplement nutritional needs and reduce
malnutrition. Better nutrition allows children to grow, thrive and develop to their full potential.

This September we have the opportunity to volunteer here in Ithaca for one of the mobile pack events going on around
the country. We will help to hand pack rice, soy, dried vegetables, and a nutritionally complete blend of vitamins and
minerals into bags that are sealed, boxed, placed on pallets. The pallets are then shipped to the partners who distribute
them to the children who need it.

Donations can also be made directly to the Ithaca mobile pack event on line at fmsc.org and Sheila will soon be asking
for volunteers for the event September 25-28, 2025.
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This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!

Danby Church News August 2025



Pester the Pastor

“Why are there different religions?”
submitted by Dave Swartout

Tens of thousands of pages have been written to answer that simple question. I’ll try to clear it all up in a few
hundred words or less.

From prehistoric time, what cultures admired, they personified into gods. The strength of bears and bulls, wisdom
of owls and serpents, the awesome sounds and fury of thunder and lightning, fortune and fertility have all been
ascribed divine personage to assuage or patronize. All the mysteries of fate and coincidence could be explained
away by unseen gods manipulating our circumstance. People have always worshiped and sacrificed to gods who
controlled what we cannot.

Religions across the globe have sought to explain what lies beyond people’s ability to understand or control. Re-
ligious observation was a way to ensure the spring rains and a good harvest. A strong god led armies to victory
against people who worshiped lesser gods. Religion could explain both blessing and curse, feast and famine.

Today we have hundreds of religions, some very ancient and some very recent but the underlying approach to the
mystery of god is the same. Work hard at following the rules set forth by your culture and maybe your god or
gods will provide favor.

The early roots of Christianity are found in a unique new revelation, God sought out the Hebrew people. Abraham
was called to go and he went. His obedience led to a covenant relationship with God at Mount Sinai that eventu-
ally led to a New Covenant through the blood of Jesus the Christ.

As Christians we do not work for our salvation, we accept the forgiveness that Christ achieved for us on the cross.
Unlike every other religion, God came to earth for us. We do not work our way to Him.

So why are there so many religions? I would speculate it
has something to do with human nature always tryingto The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
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In their 35 years as neighbors on Earth, Arnie and
Bart never knew they were both Christians. FUNNY
isn't t? Do your neighbors know what you believes

Reprinted from August 2019 Danby Church News
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Spiritual Development Report
by Sheila Enstine

During the summer months you’ll notice that the altar cloths are green, symbolic for spiritual growth. The altar colors
are called liturgical (having to do with public worship) and green is the liturgical color for the season of Pentecost. This
is the longest season in the Christian year, concluding on Christ the King Sunday, November 23" this year.

Adult Small Groups:
The Sunday morning group is on break until September

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship gathers at 7 p.m. with the praise team followed by fellowship
and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 p.m. Pastor Ed is leading a study on Paul’s letter to the Ephe-
sians.

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets monthly during the summer at people’s homes for a dish-
to-pass lunch and book discussion— See Suzanne Walker for more information.

Nursery and Children’s Church:
Each Sunday, babies and children through age five are welcome to visit our nursery. Children ages six through ten are
welcome to attend Children’s Church, which begins around 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Opportunities:

* In-person Prayer: Zoom prayer meetings on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. Contact Sheila if you would like a link to
the meeting.

* Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96(@gmail.com.

Congregational Care: Thank you to Paula Nelson and Doug Nash for faithfully arranging for flower deliveries, and to
all of you who call, visit, and pray for one another.

STRAY SHEEP A Jmfﬂl 00N by Mike Waters
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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more
as you see the Day approaching.

Hesrews 10:25 niv
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weltome{OME

a place where you belong

Sunday Worship Celebration @ (0 a.m.
Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30a.m..
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7p.m.
Thursdayg, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7p.m.
Women's Bible Study 2nd Fridays @ (2noon.

Sundaes on Wednesdays

B -

Wednesdays: July 23 ¢ 30 August 6 & 13
6:30 p.m\FREE Ice Cream Sundaes

< FRPE Music @ 7p.m.
July 23 - Ithaca ConcertBand -
July 30 Music =~ =
August 6 -The Ageless Jazz Band«

*Made posaible with funds from the New York State Council on the Arts and Tompkins County.
administered by the Community Arts Partnership, ARTS

August 13 -Boband Dee ~

*Rain date for Ithaca Concert Band
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Sundaes on Wednesdays!
Wednesday, July 23
Ithaca Concert Band

-Cummunit\' Church

LJCON.BAND 7/23 6:30-8 -:
i BIBLE STUBY THR -

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page (just
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website:
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to ‘“like” our page or post
a comment.
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Sundaes on Wednesdays
Wednesdays, August 6 &[5 @ 6:30 p.m.

August 6: Ageless Jazz Band
August [3: Bob and Dee

For info check it out at:
danbychurch.org




