Danby Church News
“Adding to and Building up the Kingdom of God”

It’s Sundae Time!

July 2019

From Our Pastor!

“Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.” Proverbs 29: 18 NAS
The King James Translation uses the word perish instead of unrestrained.
If you examine other source material there are several more possible options
such as, scatter and exposed. All of these different words give off a dire warning that things just don’t go well for community, religious or secular, that isn’t
guided by vision.
Danby Community Church has a vision centered on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
“Adding to and building up the Kingdom of God.” We fall in line with Matthew
28: 19-20, where Jesus gives us His Great Commission.
We are about evangelism and discipleship. Everything we do as a church should
have an element of either or both as we reach out to our friends and community.
Our church is a safe place where we demonstrate the God’s Love, Jesus’ presence, the Holy Spirit’s guidance and Scripture’s wisdom to everyone.
As a church body, we are active and engaged in service to our neighbors and the
world. For a small church the list of mission and ministry we support or host is
impressive. Works directed by godly vision always bless, energize and inspire
people. However, Mark 8: 35-36 warns us to focus our vision wisely or suffer
the consequences. Just being busy is a trap that risks both burn-out and frustration. We must all avoid falling victim to the lure of pride and power that leads
inevitably to conflict and factions within a church.
We always need to be aware of our role as the Body of Christ. How do we
portray Jesus to the world? Do we follow scripture? Are we taking care of our
church family? Do we reach out to our neighbors? Can people sense the Love
of God and the presence of the Holy Spirit, whether they meet us on the street or
come through our doors? Are we a refuge of peace, justice, mercy and humility?
Are we a house of prayer? Do people feel the Joy of the Lord radiating from our
life together?
Our vision guides us to establish the Kingdom of God on earth, right here in
Danby.

God Bless!
Pastor Ed
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A Meeting Minute

News from your church leadership meetings
Administrative Council - June 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary
We had a very short meeting as there was no new business. Treasurer Paula Nelson reported that we’re in good
financial shape.
Missions: We’ll be diverting our mission support from Shawn Wallace (as he’s now in ministry in the US rather
than in missionary duties in Africa) to the Heifer Project. Dale Horton reported on the Missions projects. A total
donation of $260 was made to Heifer International and 200 shoe boxes (full of gifts) are being assembled for St.
Joes Indian School to be shipped (or driven out by the Hortons, maybe) by end of summer.
Spiritual Development: Sheila Enstine reported a seven session Sunday morning Bible study on Ephesians will
begin on June 23rd. 8:45-9:45 am, all adults welcome. Starting July 1st two Junior Church groups will begin, one
for ages 6-10 and one for ages 11-13. Men in the congregation will be asked to assist with the older group as they
need Christian men as male role models.
Our new Admin Aide, Lynn Kingston-Harris is working out very well.
Trustees - June 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary
PARSONAGE: We received an estimate from Sheesley for the digging and installation of a 1,000 gallon concrete
septic tank and the digging and installation of a 500 gallon pump tank.
FELLOWSHIP HALL: Charlene spoke with Heritage Builders. They will give us an estimate for new doors.
The steeple is still on their list. The rain has caused delays in some of their jobs. A lift would need to be rented for
the work to be done.
Dave Swartout has installed a motion light in the vestibule off the Fellowship Hall.
SIGN: Paula Nelson has contacted CFCU.
GARAGE: Dave Swartout and Daniel (the tenant) will clean the garage. Charlene Testut will ask the Fire Department if they would like the dishwasher that is stored in the garage.
KITCHEN: The system over the stove has been inspected and recharged.
BUILDING USE:
Tai Chi continues to meet.
Senior Strength training continues.
AA still meets Wednesdays.
The Cheerleaders will be here on Mondays until August at which time they will be here Monday and Friday.
Charlene Testut will talk with Community Council about the Youth Group. There seems to be no communication
about when the Youth Group uses the church and which rooms they may use.

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Thank you Pauline!
A couple of months ago Pauline Helfenstein, our church administrative aide, announced
her retirement at the end of May. We will miss her lovely smile, enthusiasm, and professionalism in maintaining the church office and support to the pastor. Pauline tells us:
her aims are more exercise (she is doing Tai Chi, Sr’s Strength Training and walking),
spending more time doing yard work and gardening, camping with her husband Paul at
the various Highland games and, best of all, in the fall, a new puppy!!
Pauline Helfenstein

Joan Barber receives award!
On May 26, Joan Barber was presented with the
Multifaith World Award for her 50 years with the
Food Bank of the Southern Tier.
The award was presented by Area Congregations Together.

Joan Barber receives Multifaith World Award
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Wednesdays, July 31, August 7 & 14

6:30 pm Sundaes, Hamburgers/Hot dogs and 7pm Music
July 31- Ithaca Concert Band
August 7 & 14 - Music TBA
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Pester the Pastor
How do I know if I am equipped for a certain calling?

question submitted by Dave Swartout

The way to tell an artificial emerald from a natural gem is to heat both until they glow orange, then hit both with a mallet. The
real stone will shatter.
Now you could look at this process as a waste of a one large gem or you could have a number of small gems that will be perfect
for a number of beautiful pieces of jewelry. The artificial stone is beautiful but it is what it is, no more no less.
The dictionary definition for equipped is “Furnished or provided with whatever is needed for the use of an undertaking.” God
will use our experience and adds character to who we are for a specific calling. We have to step out in faith, not always knowing
what lies ahead, but compelled to go where we are led. Having faith is essential to calling, having proof is optional. (Hebrews
11:1)
Calling is a Christian understanding of purpose. We believe that God has a use for our life, a ministry that not only suits but
satisfies the deepest desires of our heart. Some folks just know their calling, others have to seek it out over a lifetime. Either
way it pays to be prayerful. True calling is irresistible and humbling as we have to rely on God’s Grace.
A good question to ask yourself is the intensity and persistence of a calling. Are you fearful or calm, even in the face of danger
or difficulty? If it is your calling, it won’t go away no matter what lies ahead. Over time you are equipped by God with the
right temperament, skill and wisdom to do what needs to be done. The calling may be difficult, but it will become as natural
for you as breathing. Abide in God for the equipping, John 15: 1-11.
It is a cliché to say, “God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.” But it is a true saying. We are shaped by God to fulfill
His will. The knowledge of your equipping will unfold with use and comes into focus in hindsight. “For we live by Faith not
sight, 2 Corinthians 5:7. After the heat and the final tap of the mallet, a life equipped and called will leave a shower of blessings.

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

The Danby Community Church is seeking a
keyboard player for Sunday morning and special
services. Applicants must be familiar with traditional as
well as contemporary church music. (Praise team leads
contemporary praise music.) Sunday hours would be
approximately 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The salary is $50.00 per service.
Contact Judy Cuyle @gnatcat87@yahoo.com
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Area Coordinators Reports
Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine
Children’s and Youth Church:
Beginning the first Sunday in July, we will host two groups for young people’s church. Children’s Church is for children from age 6 through 10 and Youth Church is for ages 11 through 13. Children’s and Youth Church will be held
every other week.
Adult Sunday School and Small Group:
On Sunday mornings from June 23 through August 4th Sheila Enstine will lead a Bible study on Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians. The study is from 8:45 – 9:45 am in the adult education room.
Pastor Ed is leading a discussion group on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. The topic is centered on the previous Sunday’s sermon.
Prayer:
The prayer requests and praises that are offered on Sunday morning, including those written on the clip boards, will
be printed as an insert in the following Sunday’s bulletin. Please write your requests legibly and use discretion when
naming people for whom you would like prayer. Just use the person’s first name if confidentiality is important.
Please feel welcome to visit the sanctuary for any of our three weekly prayer meetings: Saturdays at 8:00 am, Tuesdays at 5:00 pm, and Thursdays at 5:00 pm.
Congregational Care:
If you’re looking for a way to become more involved in the lives of our congregation, there are several ministries you
can step into. One is the Phone Ministry, which involves calling people who are ill or home bound and could use some
contact and conversation. This is perfect for people who aren’t able to travel but still want to share Christ’s love. We
are also looking for someone to send Get Well and Thinking of You cards.
Another opportunity is the Prayer Shawl ministry, originally initiated by Sid Doan who has moved with Bob to their
daughter Kay’s home. People who have received the shawls were greatly blessed and we need someone to coordinate
(not do it all themselves) this ministry. You can also participate by making shawls and/or by taking them to homebound people. Let me know if you’re interested in any of these ministries or if you have a new inspiration.
Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut
FINALLY, Summer!!!!!! Before the summer activities begin here is a recap of what the Danby Community Church
has been up to:
The four Chicken and Biscuit Dinners were a great success. We served between 100 to 140 people depending on the
month. After expenses the four dinners together made almost $3000 but the connection with the Community was the
real “profit”. Thank you to Lorena Miller, Michele Dunning and Donna Donnelly for all their help preparing the meals
and dining room. Also thank you to all who served, washed dishes and made goodies for dessert.
There was the Ladies Tea that celebrated Mother’s Day. Brunch the last Sunday of the month and Fellowship Time
Area Coordinators continued on page 7
Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your facebook page
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the facebook link on our church
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account
to see our facebook page, but you will need a facebook account if you would want to
“like” our page or post a comment.
6

Danby Church News July 2019

Area Coordinators continued from page 6
after Service. Father’s Day Breakfast was done by the Youth of The Church. They all did an amazing job – never underestimate
the next generation!!!!
Now for up coming events! Sundaes on Wednesday will begin July 31 with the Ithaca Concert Band. August 1st and 8th are the
dates for the other two Wednesdays. Plans are still being finalized.
Yard Sale will be July 26 and 27. Scour all the nooks and crannies of your house to find items that can be donated. No clothing
please, but clothes can always be placed in the St. Paulie shed. Rumor has it the men are taking about planning some sort of BBQ
(chicken? Pork?)
If there is something you think we should do or you know some other church has tried, let one of the Coordinators know – we are
always open to new ideas and events. There is no such thing as a bad idea – how do you think Sundaes on Wednesday started?
Missions Update from Judy and Dale Horton

We’ll be diverting our mission support from the Wallaces (as they are now in ministry in the US rather than in missionary
duties in Africa) to the Heifer Project. $260 was sent for the heifer project to purchase beehives and a pump.
So far this year St. Joesph’s Indian School has received 20 large cartons of clothing from this church and a few friends. This
gift was gratefully received and arrived on the day that the first blizzard arrived in Chamberlain, South Dakota. Loaded with
hats,mittens, gloves, and scarves, the children were thrilled!
Presently, we are putting together 200 plastic shoe boxes full of basic needs and some luxuries, one for each child, to be
mailed in September ......a special gift from Danby Community Church and friends!
Many thanks to all who are helping! More information to follow!

Ladies Tea
Hello Dolly!
The Ladies Tea was held on May 11. The theme was Hello, Dolly! Bless your little heart! About 45 ladies of all ages attended. We had light refreshments of finger sandwiches, vegetables, fruit, and dessert along with a wide variety of teas.
After the food we had several readers tell us about dolls, being the mama to our dolls as youngsters, and the Raggedy
Ann doll’s heart that said “I love you”. That little heart reminds us that God loves us all the time.
Decorations were made by Lorena Miller and Michele Dunning, centerpieces of paper flowers and paper dolls by Bonnie Rathbun, and kitchen help by a number of people. Thanks to all who helped and came. Bonnie Rathbun

The Joke Corner
What time of day was Adam created”

Just a little before Eve.

What’s so funny about forbidden fruits?

They create many jams.
Danby Church News July 2019
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Happy Father’s Day!!
This wonderful bouquet greeted us on the altar on Father’s Day.
There was camping, boating, building, fishing, dogs and even the
Cornell Bus for Bill! Thank you Lorena Miller and Michele Dunning
for this very special surprise!

Read any good books lately?
Read any good books lately, besides the THE GOOD BOOK? Have you

watched a film recently that you think your friends would like to see? We are
looking for a book or film reviews for our next Danby Church News. If you have
any recommendations, please send us a book or film review of a couple paragraphs
including a synopsis of the book or film and why you recommend it to Janet Gray:
jsg4@cornell.edu

Book Review: The Case for Easter
About the book: Did Jesus of Nazareth really rise from the dead?
Of the many world religions, only one claims that its founder returned from the grave. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very
cornerstone of Christianity.
But a dead man coming back to life? In our sophisticated age, when myth has given way to
science, who can take such a claim seriously? Some argue that Jesus never died on the cross.
Conflicting accounts make the empty tomb seem suspect.
How credible is the evidence for--and against--the resurrection? Focusing his award-winning skills as a legal journalist on history’s most compelling enigma, Lee Strobel retraces
the startling findings that led him from atheism to belief. He examines:
The Medical Evidence--Was Jesus’ death a sham and his resurrection a hoax?
The Evidence of the Missing Body--Was Jesus’ body really absent from his tomb?
The Evidence of Appearances--Was Jesus seen alive after his death on the cross?
Written in a hard-hitting journalistic style, The Case for Easter probes the core issues of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead: superstitious myth or life-changing reality? The evidence is in. The verdict is up to you.
This small paperback is easy to read, packed with compelling fact based proof that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead! Couldn’t
put the book down. Books are available for free in the church office. Reviewed by Janet Gray
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Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Ephesians @ 8:45am
Children’s Church @ 10:30am
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am

Ben Franklin, gypsum, a war, and a turnpike built our church home
submitted by Pauline Helfenstein

Ben Franklin publicized and pushed the use of gypsum as a soil amendment and it worked! Crop production boomed. The
mines, however, were in Nova Scotia and in 1812, we were at war with Great Britain, making gypsum unavailable in the
United States. Gypsum was also used to make concrete and demand was fierce during the war.
The mineral was finally found on one man’s farm in Union Springs on Lake Cayuga. It was the only source in the United
States. Soon 60 cargo boats of ore were arriving daily in Ithaca. The ore was loaded onto 800 wagons a day, headed south
to the Susquehanna.
The men that established our church in 1807 formed a corporation, went to New York City for loans, and soon constructed
a 68 foot wide turnpike over the old road to Owego. The road was so successful that a horse-drawn railroad soon followed.
Because men and horses get thirsty and tired, a total of 22 taverns were established along the turnpike for the 30 mile trip.
Between the payoff from the corporation and the bustling taverns, the congregation was successful enough to hire its first
pastor, Rev. Samuel Parker, in 1813. Later, the men put up a frame for the church and partially enclosed the structure in
1817-18, but ran low on funds. What happened? Stay tuned next month..........

Pictures from the History of Religion in the Danby Highlands by Clayton Smith
2020 will mark the 200th anniversary of the completion of our church building. The Danby Community Church
building is the oldest religious building in Tompkins County. In the months leading to our church’s anniversary
next year, our newsletter will feature interesting stories of our church and the Town of Danby.
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Part 2: Personal Testimony
By Sheila Enstine

In the June newsletter, we learned about the Greek word koinonia, which can be translated as fellowship, contribution,
sharing, or communication. For example, Philemon 1:6 says, “I pray that the sharing (in the NRSV)/communication (in
the KJV) of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good we can do in Christ.”
Sharing our faith is also known as personal witness or testimony, and we should always be ready to make our defense for
the hope that is in us (I Peter 3:15). While personal testimony is a tool for evangelism, it is also a vital element in worship.
Psalm 66:16 says, “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me.” In fact, the psalms are
chock full of personal testimonies.
Each Sunday, after our opening hymn and praise songs, Pastor Ed asks people to share prayer requests and praises. As the
mic is passed from one raised hand to another we hear modern versions of the Psalms—spoken rather than sung—but still
echoing the same deep needs and profound blessings offered to God by ancient Hebrew worshipers.
“Please pray for my friend, my family member, for me…”
“Praise God! My prayers have been answered.”
In a legal sense, a testimony is a solemn attestation that something is true, as in a sworn statement from a witness. This
idea of solemn witness also describes spiritual testimonies. When we describe our encounters with Christ, when we’ve
been most in need of him or closest to him (which is often at the same time), when we openly lament our sorrows and
place our hope in God, or when we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s inspiration and leading, we are offering personal testimony
in worship.
Because your church family needs to hear your testimony—and you honor God by sharing it—the word “testimony” will
be added to the worship bulletin to read “Praises, Prayer Requests, and Testimonies.” Try to develop a new habit of investing a few moments on Saturday evenings or early Sunday mornings to review your week. Then prepare your testimony
for the sharing (koinonia) of your faith and the building up of the saints.

Friday, July 26 3pm - 7pm
Saturday, July 27 9am - 12noon
Sale of Used (non-clothing) items to benefit
the Danby Church
Accepting contributions,
contact Sharon Boda @ 607.273.8241
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July 2019 Calendar
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3
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Jul 2019 (Eastern Time - New York)

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in July!
Red Cross Blood Drive

Friday, July 19, 1pm - 6pm

Rummage Sale

Friday, July 26 - 3pm - 7pm

Saturday, July 27 9am - 12noon

Sundaes On Wednesdays
Wednesday, July 31

6:30 pm Sundaes and 7pm- Ithaca Concert Band

