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From Our Pastor!

I regret that Christ is being pushed out of the Christmas holiday season in favor of
a tradition of commercial gluttony. But I love Christmas traditions.
Let’s hear a hardy shout out to the traditions of Christmas. Some are beautiful,
some are profound, and some don’t make any sense at all (think Elf on a Shelf).
The best tradition should be remembering that Jesus Christ stepped away from the
Father’s throne and came to rest in a manger.
For many of us the highlight of the season is Christmas Eve. For others, the season
peaks at midnight New Year’s Eve. Everyone has a unique set of traditions spread
across the month of December that proclaim in the best way possible, “We’ve always done it this way.”
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belonging in our memory. Church Christmas Eve happened in the dark and cold of
early winter; even adults didn’t seem to mind a little snow. The music is always
familiar, even though we only sang those songs once a year. The list of traditions
is endless, but each hold a jewel of precious memory deep within itself.
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A Meeting Minute

News from your church leadership meetings
Administrative Council - November 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary
PRESENT: Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Margie VanDeMark, Judy Cuyle, Gloria Miller,
Charlene Testut, Paula Nelson.
Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 6:55 pm.
CLERK’S MINUTES: Motion by Gloria, second by Sheila, to accept the minutes for October. Carried.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT: Margie made the motion, second by Gloria to approve, carried.
TREASURER REPORT: Paula included the 2020 spending plan this time and we will vote on it next month. Paula reported on her discussion with Sharon Boda regarding the Women’s Fellowship. A formal meeting needs to be announced in
church for three consecutive weeks since the fellowship encompasses all women of the church. Paula will do this on Sunday.
Then the attendees should decide whether to continue as a Fellowship and also vote on disposition of monies earned to be
listed in the meeting minutes. Motion by Gloria, second by Judy, to approve the report, carried.
OLD BUSINESS: Sheila asked if the mandated training for employees on sexual harassment had taken place. Ed will work
on making this happen.
NEW BUSINESS: Ed said it was mentioned that the pavers at the kitchen entry need redoing.
SPOC: Judy said most folks have agreed to continue their positions. She is working on a few openings on Trustees and
SPOC.
SAP: Pastor Ed is doing a series of sermons on how to live in the Kingdom. The committee is discussing Advent, then
sermons will be on the quality of a healthy church, and there will be another NCD survey in the spring. Pastor Ed explained
an idea brought forth by Judge Rowley of Family Court of having the faith community provide space in their churches for
supervised family visitations (so parents can see children) to take place. Volunteers would be needed to be in each visitation
room and a DSS staff person would be on site. They are starting this program slowly and our church could be involved in
the future.
Pastor Ed said he has been asked to be an interventionist for churches, to evaluate churches with problems. He is praying
about this and would need to attend training.
Trustees -November 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary
PROJECTS:
Septic: Since there is no immediate problem, we will look at replacement in the spring.
Garage: The garage has been cleaned out. The commercial dishwasher given to the church still needs a home.
The outside light by the garage has been replaced. The clothing shed has broken into; a security system of some sort is being
discussed.
Furnace: The sump pump under the Sanctuary was replaced and the furnace repaired.
Pew Cushions: New cushions for the pews have been ordered from United Pillow Manufacturing.
This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!

Trustees continued on page 4
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Trustees continued from page 3
New Tables: 10 new tables have been ordered to replace the broken ones.
Sign: Paula is still working on this with CFCU.
Fellowship Hall & Steeple: We will again contact Heritage Builders about the new doors for the Fellowship Hall. Due to
poor weather conditions they will not be able to repair the steeple until next spring.
Building Use:
Tai Chi continues to meet
Senior Strength Training continues
AA meets on Wednesdays
The Cheerleaders are no longer using the Church. They now have a larger space in West Danby.
There is no further word on the Youth Group.

Area Coordinator Reports

Mission Update from Judy and Dale Horton
A thank you note was received from St. Joseph’s Indian School for the many lovely gifts of clothes, furniture, bedding , books,
toys ,etc.sent by tractor trailer to the school. The 226 shoeboxes for the children’s Christmas gifts were tucked safely in the
school building until Christmas. The children know that those cartons are for them! What fun! Danby Church and friends did
a great job!
The Samaritans Purse Program, Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collection under the chairmanship of Sheila Enstine
ended November 24. Nadia Testut challenged the men and women to a “battle of the boxes” to see who could contirbute the
most shoeboxes. We’ll have a report in the next newsletter.
The Giving Tree will be up December 1-15, for folks to select and purchase gifts for food pantry families who will select gifts
on December 19. You can pick a tag from the tree in the Townsley Room.
For more information contact Bonnie Rathbun @ 272-1606.

If anyone has a special burden for a mission project please see me or call me and we can work something out! Judy Horton.

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to
“like” our page or post a comment.
Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6
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Pester the Pastor
Why do we put up Christmas trees and decorate with poinsettias to celebrate Jesus’ birth?
submitted by Sheila Enstine
The short answer is, “Because we do.”
The origins of Christmas trees in the home apparently started in 16th century Germanic region of Europe. Bringing greens
into the house is an ancient tradition among many tribes. Whole trees were reserved for nobility, while poor folk settled for
a community tree gracing village squares.
Martin Luther was said to be the first person to add lighted candles on the tree. Legend has it that the tiny lights reminded him
of stars. More lavishly decorated trees were first reported in Alsace in 1576, but these were reserved for the wealthy and not
for display in church.
The idea of a Christmas tree was considered a Protestant tradition, for nobility and the wealthy. Having a tree inside was not
practical for common folk. As an upper class tradition the idea spread across Europe over the centuries until it was slowly
adopted by the lower classes.
The Christmas tree made its appearance in North America via Hessian troops stationed in Quebec for the Christmas holiday
1781. The tradition spread across the continent with the first “lighted tree” being decorated by Edward H. Johnson, V.P. of the
Edison Electric Light Company, in his New York City home Christmas 1882.
Christmas trees first appeared in churches early in the 20th century.Why are they in the church? Perhaps like many traditions,
they spread from castle, to main street and eventually into churches. There’s no real reason other than they are beautiful and
remind us of the warmth of home and family.
Some people do object to Christmas trees in church. There is nothing in scripture either for or against the tree. If a Christmas
tree can draw you to remembering Christ’s birth and the reason for Him coming into the world, so much the better. The greatest gift ever given was not placed under a tree; it was held in a manger.
The Poinsettia is a beautiful decoration for the bleak mid-winter and a tradition at Christmas. Poinsettias, also known as
Mexica Flame Leaf and Winter Rose was brought to this country from Mexico in 1825 by Ambassador Robert Pointsett.
A Mexican legend has it that a child gathered weeds to place by the altar in church on Christmas Eve. During the service the
humble plants turned a fiery red and brilliant green. Some see the symbolism of Christ’s blood in the red, and the new life He
provided in the boldness of the green.
The poinsettia is the December birth flower. Red and green are considered the colors of Christmas but only since the 1930s
when red replaced blue as a holiday color. Our current preference for red and green comes from a combination of the green of
holly, associated with Christ’s crown of thorns, and a Coca-Cola ad in 1931 that depicted Santa Claus decked out in red with
white fur fringe (the red matched the Coke logo color). Pointsettias were a perfect choice to decorate churches for Christmas.

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News
Danby Church News December 2019
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4

Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut
A reminder to folks: if planning an event, we need an event form completed and submitted at least three months before
the event. There are a few approvals that are needed, as well as letting the Communications area (newsletter, website,
facebook and outside contacts) know. The forms are found in the Administrative Aide’s office. .
There will be a Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Nov. 30th and a movie night showing ”The Star” on Dec. 13th.
The Holiday Craft Fair and pie bake off contest was held on Saturday, Nov. 9. There were twenty craft vendors, a Found
Treasures table, bake sale, lunch of homemade soups and chili, and a silent auction which benefited the Danby Food Pantry.
The pie bake off had five pies for judging by three people from our church. In the one crust pie category, first place was Julie
Mastroberti, with a sour cream apple pie. In the two crust pie category, Michelle Dunning won with her apple caramel pie.
Other winners were Hilary Schilling and Debbie Alve. The Holiday Craft Fair brought in $1248.51
Thanks to all who helped, donated food and items, and attended. The vendors enjoyed good sales and fellowship. Proceeds
from the fair will benefit missions and activities that the Women’s Fellowship group has been supporting.

The Pie Bake-Off judges and pie cutters

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 7
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 6

Spiritual Developement Update from Sheila Enstine
Youth Church: Important to note -- the two Youth Church groups will meet on consecutive Sundays in December to accommodate holiday schedules. The dates for Youth Church are December 8, 15, and 29. Group One is for children ages
6 through 10. Group Two is for youth aged 11 through 13.
Adult Small Groups: The Sunday morning adult study group is studying the book of Joshua. If you’re interested but
missed the past sessions, contact Sheila Enstine for the handouts and reading assignments thus far. The Women’s midweek Bible study meets on Fridays at 1:00 PM. They have begun an Advent study based on Max Lucado’s Because of
Bethlehem.
Prayer Chain: Please contact Judy Cuyle at gnatcat87@yahoo.com or call 279-5089 if you would like to participate in
this essential prayer ministry.
Resources for Individual Growth: The Church offers several print resources, which are on display in the hallway to the
sanctuary, on the table near the secretary’s office, and the brochure rack in the fellowship hall. Here’s a list of the available publications:
•
The Upper Room daily devotional
•
Pockets (monthly magazine for youth)
•
One-year Bible reading plan pamphlets
•
Care Notes booklets
•
Today’s Christian Living monthly magazine
Congregational Care: We have several avenues available for serving your church family and the local community. In the
recent past we’ve assembled volunteers to help with grocery and doctor appointment transportation, laundry and house
cleaning, and meal preparation for families and individuals going through difficulties. How about becoming part of a
“first responders” team that could help with these or other needs when they arise?
LaWanda Cook contacts shut-ins by phone, and we can always use more volunteers for “phone visits.” Also, please let
Sheila know if you are aware of someone we could bless with a prayer shawl or if you’d like to deliver a shawl yourself.
We are keeping a “Prayer Shawl Log” to record who has received shawls. This way we can be sure we’ve “wrapped”
prayer around all who need it.

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Joshua @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
Danby Church News December 2019
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Reflection

by Katy Prince
As I prepare for the coming Christmas season, I reflect on the last year. It was just a year ago that we (Tommy and I)
started coming to the Danby Community Church. The moment we walked in
we felt like we were home, although I still was being very cautious. I didn’t
want to jump in feet first then realize that this really wasn’t the place for me and
feel the need to move on again. You see we had left one church and after a few
months went to another. Went to a meeting about membership at that church
and realized that there were no women in positions of leadership there. The
preaching was good, but since I had been a licensed local pastor before, being
in a church with no women in leadership really turned me off.
So, we decided to try yet another church. That church was non-denominational and didn’t have members, but had people “partner” with them.
Tommy and I tried playing with the praise band there and I learned a little on
the keyboard, played my banjo sometimes, and Tommy played his guitar, but
we weren’t feeling at home. So we tried teaching Sunday School - the kids
never went to the Sanctuary, they were just dropped at Sunday School while
their parents went to church. Sunday School was GREAT! The teaching was
Biblical and we bonded with the children pretty quickly AND there were two
services every Sunday so we could teach Sunday School AND go to church
ourselves. The praise music was good, but it felt like a performance not praise.
The sermons were repetitive and generally based on the book that pastor was
reading (and encouraging the congregation to read). They were Biblical in
subject and all good books, but the sermons were not being preached from The
Bible. Communion, when it was offered was come and take what you want
when you want. I didn’t feel fed, although I was feeding myself daily in my
Katy Prince
devotions and through teaching Sunday School. We had already been through one Christmas season in this church and I think
we sang three Christmas songs total. No Advent series really, nothing that made me truly feel like we were anticipating the
celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It just wasn’t a good fit for me and when I talked to Tommy he
agreed. So we had a chat with the pastor and his wife and decided to move on. Then we ran into Pastor Ed after the Veteran’s
Day Parade in Ithaca last year.
We had a nice chat with him and I asked him if he was doing anything special for Avent and he said that he was
definitely doing an Advent series of sermons starting the first Sunday in December. Immediately my heart was being drawn
toward Danby. I almost couldn’t wait for the first Sunday in December, but I wanted to make the transition from the church
we had been attending an easy transition for them since they would need to find other Sunday School teachers.
Our first Sunday felt so good. I felt the anticipation of Christmas - since it was the first Sunday of Advent. And it felt
so good.
It wasn’t three weeks before we were invited to a Wednesday evening service to practice with the praise band. I
brought my banjo and Tommy brought his guitar. Oh, it felt good to be making a joyful noise unto the Lord again! My heart
was filling up pretty quickly.
By January, I was asked if I wanted to try playing the bass guitar and I LOVED it! I’m not good by any means, but
it is fun and I feel like I am praising God and hopefully helping someone else who really likes hearing that bass note to feel
God’s presence with us on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
I’ve come to know many of your names and I pray for you all as your concerns are brought up and sometimes even if
your name isn’t on the prayer list, I pray for you individually anyway. Thank you for inviting me into your church home and
helping me to feel like a family member here on earth. The prayers you have offered up for me and my family are so very
appreciated. May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ be with you all. Merry Christmas!
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Trusting God on Life’s Path
An Interview with Nadia Testut
By Sheila Enstine

“My day starts early,” Nadia Testut says, “as I mentally prepare for the day.”
Not many young adults stop to prepare mentally for their day, but Nadia is not your typical young adult. Despite the demands of her senior
year at Ithaca High, a part-time catering job, volunteering as one of
three editors-in-chief for the IHS Year Book, playing soft ball in the
spring, volunteering at the church, and visiting family in Minnesota in
the summer, Nadia takes time for a thoughtful review of her circumstances and choices.
Before taking her catering job, for example, she discussed the idea with
her dad. They agreed together that “as long as the job wasn’t stressing
me out too much and didn’t interfere with school work, it was a good
idea to try.”
Initially, a friend had suggested the job, and Nadia’s choice of friends is
another area in which her circumspect approach to life has helped. “I
definitely believe in the idea of balance in friendships,” Nadia explains.
“Sometimes you give them your time and effort, your love, and then,
when you go through kind of a rough time, they give that back. If that
balance is skewed for too long or too much, it can truly break a friendship.”
Her friends don’t necessarily have to be Christians, but if she discovers
that a person or a group is heading in a direction contrary to her faith,
Nadia Testut
she spends less time with them. Nadia remembers a group of girls from
middle-school who became interested in morally questionable and possibly illegal activities. She realized that was not the kind
of person she wanted to become and increased the space between her and the girls. She was upset at the time, but now realizes
that was a good choice on her part.
This and other disappointments have taught Nadia to look to Christ in rough times. “As much as it hurts, it also allows me to
realize what I am or am not supposed to be doing. He’s purposely put me where I need to be, because He’s going to make sure
that I get to the destination I’m supposed to get to. It’s like the first thing my grandmother says whenever anything happens
that I don’t necessarily like, ‘God has a plan.’”
Many of Nadia’s friends participated in her quinceañera, a young Latina woman’s celebration of her fifteenth birthday. Nadia’s mother has a Mexican background, which Nadia has embraced and is trying to honor by including Mexican traditions in
her life.
Learning about her Mexican heritage has helped Nadia become open to other people, their beliefs, and their cultures. “I am
a Mexican woman,” Nadia affirms, “and I’m slowly learning these are who my people were and this is who my people are…
When I hear and see people doing things like that (exploring their ethnic heritage), I can understand where they’re coming
from.”
Nadia spends her summers with her mom and younger sisters in Minnesota. Although she loves riding her bike in the lush
expanse of nature while there, she also misses her family and friends in New York. As with other situations, her travels back
and forth become times of introspection. “When I’m about to get on the plane to either leave Ithaca or leave Minnesota, that’s
Trusting God continued on page 10
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Trusting God continued from page 9
when I question myself and my choices the most. That’s when I think, Dear Lord, please help me realize that this is the path
I’ve chosen for myself and it is the right one, and if it’s not, you’ll steer me away.”
The path Nadia has chosen is a degree in secondary education with a focus in English. Nadia has always enjoyed helping people, values learning, and loves reading and writing. She realizes that being a teacher is a good way to draw on all of these joys.
This future teacher has a few words of wisdom for us at the Danby Community Church, “Take one moment in your day and try
to understand what someone around you is going through.”
That is timeless advice from a uniquely empathetic, self-aware, and thoughtful young woman.

Annual Church Meeting
Sunday, January 19, 2020
The following position is currently open:
1 SPOC (Staff and Pastor Oversight Committee) Member
The terms for the following positions end January 31, 2020:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Administrative Ministry Area Coordinator
Spiritual Development Ministry Area Coordinator
Hospitality/Fellowship Ministry Area Coordinator
Church Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Church Clerk
6 SPOC Members
8 Trustee Members

All the people with the exception of one SPOC member have requested a one year extension.
Anyone who would like to run for any of these positionsshould file a letter of intent with a current SPOC member
(Debbie Alve, Cindee Ball, Judy Cuyle, Michele Dunning, Linda Hansen, or Paul Schulz) before December 8th. SPOC
needs to interview people interested in running for these positions at their December 8th meeting.
Copies of all job descriptions are available in the office or from any SPOC member.
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in December!
Journey to Christmas for the First Time........AGAIN
Movie Night, Friday, December 13 @7pm
Free Movie, Popcorn, Movie snacks & a Surprise!!!

Christmas Eve Service @ 7pm
Coming in January

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 19, 2020

Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, January 10, 5-7pm

