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For from him and through him and for him
are all things. To him be the glory forever!
Amen. Romans 11:36

“Adore Him/Three Kings” by Jen Norton.
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com Used with permission.
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A Star in the East
To understand the Star of Bethlehem, we need to
think like the three wise men. The wise men were
likely accomplished Greek astrologers.
Astronomer Michael Molnar points out that "in the
east" is a literal translation of the Greek phrase "en
te anatole," which was a technical term used in
Greek mathematical astrology 2,000 years ago. It
described, very specifically, a planet that would
rise above the eastern horizon just before the sun
would appear. Then, just moments after the planet
rises, it disappears in the bright glare of the sun in
the morning sky. Except for a brief moment, no
one can see this "star in the east."
From David Weintraub from the U.S. News &
World Report, Dec. 21, 2016

Interdenominational Women’s Retreat
From Gail Mazourek
The IWR was held at the Danby Community Church on
Dec. 1, 2018. The Retreat has become an oasis of
strength and renewal for women. Fran Enders of
Newfield did the roll call of 17 churches attending. Our
Danby pastor’s wife, Sheila Enstine, opened with a
welcome and a prayer. Pastor Ed Enstine was in the
balcony working as the sound man.
The theme of the event, The Greatest Shepherd, was
fitting and uplifting. Every speaker (so many that not all
will be mentioned here) spoke about our Shepherd.
Trish Barrows, pastor’s wife of the North Spencer Baptist
Church, was especially interesting. She understands the
life of a shepherd and spoke to us about the care of her
flock of sheep. Trish showed us slides and videos. When
she calls “come sheep” they recognize her voice and
come to her. Do we listen and heed Christ, our Shepherd,
so well?
Another speaker was Dr. Cheryl Thomas, Superintendent
of Newfield Schools for the past 10 years. She attends
Horseheads Baptist Church. Dr. Thomas is a world
traveler who has visited China, England, Scotland,
Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Mexico, Canada,
Ireland, and France as a speaker. Speaking is not her
only endeavor. She sang a duet with Judy Horton of
Newfield.
Robin Anderson of Newfield later sung a duet with Judy.
It must be that attractive smile of Judy’s. I know it well as
I watch her sing with the choir every Sunday and
appreciate her contagious glow.
A testimony by Donna Donnelly of Danby Church was
powerful and brave.
(Continued)

Epiphany or
the Baptism of Jesus
January 6th
Epiphany, Little Christmas, or Three Kings' Day, is a
Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation of
God incarnate as Jesus Christ. In Western
Christianity, the feast commemorates, as well,
principally (but not solely) the visit of the Magi to the
Christ Child.
Eastern Christians, on the other hand, commemorate
the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, seen as his
manifestation to the world as the Son of God. Qasr el
Yahud in the West Bank, and Al-Maghtas in Jordan
on the east bank, is considered to be the original site
of the baptism of Jesus and the ministry of John the
Baptist.
Although the term "baptism" is not used to describe
the Jewish rituals, the purification rites in Jewish
laws, called "Tvilah", have some similarity to baptism,
and the two have been linked.
The "Tvilah" is the act of immersion in natural
sourced water, called a "Mikva." In the Jewish Bible,
immersion in water for ritual purification was
reserved for specific circumstances. For example,
Jews who became ritually defiled by contact with a
corpse had to use the mikvah before being allowed
to participate in the Holy Temple. Unlike baptism, this
change of status by the mikvah could be obtained
repeatedly.
Immersion in the mikvah ensures that the cleansed
person will not impose uncleanness on property or its
owners. It did not become customary, however, to
immerse converts to Judaism until after the
Babylonian Captivity (539 BC).
About our cover: Jen Norton, contemporary American
artist

(IWR continued)
I must mention Stephanie Wright of Calvary Baptist
Church of Ithaca. She is a dynamic young pastor’s
wife. She is the founder of Walk Wright Ministries,
a holistic wellness service, which strives “to compel
every believer to greater mental, spiritual, and
physical health.” Her new book just released is
“God Strength.”
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Chicken & Biscuits
January 11, 5pm
With potatoes, green beans, corn, squash and beets,
desserts and drinks for a donation!

Blood Drive

Notice of Annual Meeting

January 18, 1 – 6pm

January 20, 2019
1:30pm

Walk-ins encouraged

Pastor’s Bible Study

Adult Sunday School

Resuming in January, 7pm

Resumes Sundays at 8:45am in February

Christmas Eve 2018 photos by Rollie Boda

Make Space in Your Home
Declutter
Clearing out a space at home always gives us a lift.
There’s a “new” method - the Mountain Method. It works
when the mess to be sorted is overwhelming.
1. Target an area – a bedroom, a bureau top, or a
closet.
2. Clear that area by taking everything out and piling
it into a mountain. For rooms, make a mountain
pile in the middle of the floor.
3. Get 2 bins and label them Trash and Donate.
4. Reload the closet or room by putting things back
in place – hopefully there will be fewer objects.
5. Sort the rest of the “mountain” into those bins.

Continuing Events:
Seniors Exercise Group: M & Th 9am
Tai Chi: M & W, 11am
Blood Drives: every other month, 2nd Fri.

Next Chicken & Biscuits
February 8, 5pm

