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From Our Pastor!

Our Cover picture:
Sharon and Rollie Boda

What’s in this Issue?

A new year is like a birthday.  We place great impor-
tance in turning over a new leaf  or a new age, but in reality January 1 will dawn 
pretty much like every other day (except for leftover damage from staying up too 
late and excessive celebration). 

It is ironic that we seek to divide the seamless progression of time into endings
and beginnings. It seems to be the way we measure progress or decline. We use time 
to signal a stop or start in the otherwise seamless procession of life. We are condi-
tioned to be constantly concerned for strategies that handle the future while judging 
past performance for flaws and weaknesses.

What if we tend to today’s business with an eye towards the future without con-
cern? How can we best use this moment in time? My suggestion is to take Mat-
thew 6:33-34 seriously! Do the Kingdom business at hand for the Glory of God.
Things will fall into place, or not, but either way we follow the guidance of Godly
wisdom.

Danby Community Church is a healthy church family, which means we are mov-
ing towards perfection while being far from totally sanctified. We experience
joy and frustration. Pride and humility constantly battle for attention and honor.
Sometimes we do things because we’ve always done them, even when they no
longer serve a purpose. Sometimes we try new things, even when there is no
purpose to serve. It is all part of the holy foolishness of being human while seeking 
the divine in the company of sisters and brothers in Christ.

For those folks who must look ahead, this is my annual forecast: 2020 will see
changes and stability. We will laugh and cry, occasionally at the same time. We
will be encouraged and frustrated as people respond to and disappoint prayer led 
best efforts and ideas. We will be a perfectly imperfect family seeking God’s
will, adding too and building up the Kingdom of God.

God Bless, 

Pastor Ed
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This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

A Meeting Minute 
News from your church leadership meetings

Administrative Council - December 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary

PRESENT:  Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Margie VanDeMark, Judy Cuyle,  Charlene Testut, Paula Nelson and Paul 
Schulz.
Paula called the meeting to order and Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 7:00 pm.

CLERK’S MINUTES:  Motion by Judy, second by Sheila, to accept the minutes for November. Carried.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT:  The men will need to have a meeting to decide whether to have a “Men’s Fellow-
ship” group.  Paul made the motion, seconded by Charlene, to approve the Financial Secretary’s report, carried.

TREASURER REPORT:  Paula discussed the 2020 spending plan.  Misc. expense will be reduced to $1000 and “Christian 
Education” will be renamed “Spiritual Development” with Publications, Curriculum and Supplies each categorized. Motion 
by Margie, second by Charlene, to approve the report, carried.

OLD BUSINESS:  Charlene made the motion that Council accept the recommendation that the Women’s Fellowship be 
disbanded as decided at the special meeting yesterday(see minutes later in newsletter)  Paul seconded the motion; carried by 
vote.  Margie made the motion to approve the 2020 Spending Plan, seconded by Judy; carried.

Charlene reported that the new UMC Chancellor sent a proposal to our lawyers to split court costs for disbanding.  Our law-
yers will ensure that no property is involved.

Margie reported no further thefts in the clothing shed but the Sheriff was called by a client at the Mobile Food Pantry in 
November as her cart was taken from the line in the parking lot (she had left it.)  Charlene reported that ten new rectangular 
tables have been purchased as five of ours had been broken.

NEW BUSINESS:   The Christmas Eve collection was discussed.  Judy made the motion, seconded by Margie, to give these 
monies to Hospicare, approved by vote.

SPOC:  Judy said terms for all but two people were extended to continue their positions.  The Council nominated Katy 
Prince to fill the SPOC vacancy. No one was nominated to fill the vacant Trustee position as eight people is enough.

SAP:  Pastor Ed said the committee met informally regarding Advent.  Into the New Year, a series on healthy qualities of a 
church will begin, then another NCD survey most likely will be done as it’s been two years since the previous one.

At 8:12 pm Judy made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Margie.   Pastor Ed closed our meeting with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Margie VanDeMark, Church Clerk

 
Trustees -December 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary

No Trustee meeting for December 
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Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6

Mission Update from Judy and Dale Horton

Area Coordinator Reports

Operation Christmas Child

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2019 Operation 
Christmas Child Shoe Box collection.  The Danby Community 
Church delivered 35 boxes.  I know for a fact that 26 of those boxes 
were from the women.  That leaves nine that could have come from 
the men.  Therefore, the women won the competition.  Way to go 
ladies!  Sheila Enstine

 

The Giving Tree

Thanks to all who donated items for parents and children of the Danby Food Pantry to select 
for each other. Parents also could choose a book donated by the Family Reading Partnership, 
a stuffed toy, and a winter warmth item such as a hat, scarf, socks, even slippers. Kids loved 
having a chance to get something for their parents/guardians. There were a few very curious 
kids who wanted to peek at what the parents were doing in the next room! Hopefully all will be 
surprised and happy with the gifts they get from their family.

Dawn Smith helping a girl choose a 
gift for her mom

Donna Donnelly

Lorena and friend wrapping presents
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Pester the Pastor

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed?  It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion.  Send 
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

“What is the significance of the Wisemen at the birth 
of Christ and the gifts they brought?”

We only find reference to the Wisemen in Matthew 2: 1-12, but much 
has been made about who and where they came from, why they were 
looking for the baby Jesus and the gifts they brought.  

The Bible does not tell us:  The number of Wisemen, where they came 
from or their names.  

They apparently came from the East.  Magi once played a specific part of Persian culture. Daniel was appointed in charge 
over the Magi or wisemen in Babylon (Daniel 2:48). Perhaps his teachings on Judaism remained in the memories of the 
magi after 500 years. Many scholars believe the Magi were Zoroastrian priests, trained in both astrology and astronomy, 
who had wealth and influence enough to make a very long and dangerous journey to a foreign land.

The Magi were gentiles from Abraham’s home country, and they were monotheists looking for a savior like the Jews. That 
they would seek a new born King to honor is strange until you consider they saw a unique sign in heaven. The infant Jesus 
was something very special for all the world to see and worship.

Three perfect gifts fit for a King: the untarnished beauty of gold; the pure fragrance of frankincense;  myrrh used to cure 
various ailments and in final application as perfume in embalming. No common birth would have exacted such tribute. 
Perhaps there is a point of irony in these precious gifts being given in recognition by gentile strangers, while the ruler of 
Jesus’ own people would seek to kill him. Jesus has inspired love or hatred, acceptance or rejection, from birth until today!
Three perfect gifts fit for a King.   The untarnished beauty of gold.  The pure fragrance of frankincense and myrrh used as 
to cure various ailments and in final application as perfume in embalming.  No common birth would have exacted such trib-
ute. Perhaps there is a point of irony in these precious gift being given in recognition by gentile strangers while the ruler of 
Jesus’ own people would seek to kill him.   Jesus has inspired love or hatred, acceptance or rejection from birth until today!
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4

Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut

Area Corrdinators Update continued on page 7

As 2019  draws to a close it is always amazing to look back and see all the activities we have done. There were the 4 
months of Chicken and Biscuit Dinners.  A big Thank You to Lorena Miller and Michelle Dunning who cooked, set-up 
and cleaned up.  Also to all the others who helped, served, cleaned up and fellowshipped with the Community.  It does 
take the “whole Congregation” to make the Dinners a success.

The Women’s Tea was held in May.  Men’s Breakfast on Father’s Day, put on by the Youth of the Church.   Several 
Movies – project leader Janet Gray arranged for the movie, popcorn and snacks. 
 
Of course there were the Sundaes on Wednesday for 3 weeks.  Ice Cream, topping, music, hotdogs, hamburgers and 
did I mention ice cream!!!  For the 3 weeks there was over of 21 gals served. 

Fall brought the Danby Community Day to benefit the Fire Company.  The Craft Sale with 20 Crafters, Bake sale and 
Silent Auction.  Thanksgiving Dinner served over 120 people.  Men did a great job frying Turkeys – 14 of them! 
Now on to 2020 – the first Chicken and Biscuit is planned for January with 3 more to follow.  March starts the plan-
ning for Sundaes on Wednesday.  If there is something that you would like the Church to do to bring the Community 
in, let one of the Coordinators know.  We are always looking for suggestions.  Remember our purpose is to Build up 
and add to the Kingdom of God.

Men frying the turkeys for the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Michele Dunning and Lorena Miller 
setting the tables for the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
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Area Coordinators Update continued from page 6

Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine

Adult Small Groups:   The Sunday Morning adult study group will complete the book of Joshua on January 5th.  Beginning January 
12th, the group will begin a 13 lesson series on the books of Judges and Ruth, “Hope for Troubled Times.”  The group meets from 
8:45-9:45 Sunday morning.

The Women’s mid-week study group completed their Advent study and will begin a Lenten study in February.   

Youth Church:  For January, Youth Church will meet on January 12th and January 26th.  Group One is for children ages 6 through 
10. This group uses either TeachSundaySchool.com curriculum or Rotation Model lesson plans. Group Two is for youth aged 11 
through 13, and uses lesson plans published by David C. Cook.   

Prayer Chain:  Please contact Judy Cuyle at gnatcat87@yahoo.com or call 279-5089 if you would like to participate in this essential 
prayer ministry.  

Prayer Vigils:  Believe it or not, Lent begins next month on Wednesday, February 26th.  We will host several opportunities for people 
to make a prayer vigil pilgrimage during this time of introspection and repentance.  Please see the article on “Why Attend a Prayer 
Vigil,” elsewhere in this newsletter.

Resources for Individual Growth:  The Church offers several print resources, which are on display in the hallway to the sanctuary, 
on the table near the secretary’s office, and the brochure rack in the fellowship hall.  Here’s a list of the available publications:
• The Upper Room daily devotional
• Pockets (monthly magazine for youth)
• One-year Bible reading plan pamphlets
• Care Notes booklets
• Today’s Christian Living monthly magazine

Congregational Care:  We have several avenues available for serving your church family and the local community.   In the recent 
past we’ve assembled volunteers to help with grocery and doctor appointment transportation, laundry and house cleaning, and meal 
preparation for families and individuals going through difficulties.  How about becoming part of a “first responders” team that could 
help with these or other needs when they arise?

LaWanda Cook contacts shut-ins by phone, and we can always use more volunteers for “phone visits.”  Also, please let Sheila know 
if you are aware of someone we could bless with a prayer shawl or if you’d like to deliver a shawl yourself.  We are keeping a “Prayer 
Shawl Log” to record who has received shawls.  This way we can be sure we’ve “wrapped” prayer around all who need it.
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Your Problem is Your Gift
By LaWanda Cook

One of my most rewarding volunteer experiences involved teaching deci-
sion-making skills to prison inmates. We had one lesson entitled “Choose 
Your Attitude!” As part of the lesson, we looked at how the challenges of 
life can also be opportunities or blessings.

 Professionally, my work deals with weighty issues such as employment 
discrimination, disparities in the legal system, and workplace bullying – 
issues that impact the lives of some groups of people more than others. 
Nevertheless, we ALL have problems or burdens in our lives. Sometimes 
it’s tough to see the light at the end of the tunnel or the silver lining 
around the cloud.

Illness, betrayal, financial problems…life offers a whole host of chal-
lenges and daily opportunities to look at the gifts they represent.

Your problem is your gift, your problem is your gift, your burden is a 
blessing and your problem in a gift. 

What is the gift of adversity? What’s the good news about the stuff that can feel so bad?!

I believe there are at LEAST three gifts in every problem situation.  The three C’s: Courage 
Compassion and Creativity. Think about it. Any challenge you face gives you the opportunity to develop all of these gifts. 
Whether you do or not, is up to you.

Courage If you have survived cancer, for example, how fearful would you be of something like public speaking! Every-
thing being relative, this would seem like a piece of cake, now!

Compassion…If you were a teenage mother, or raised by one, you are likely to have a more empathetic heart toward 
youngsters who find themselves in this situation, than the general public.

Creativity…Maybe you can relate to this situation, my dad, was raised on a small farm in a large family, and his parents 
were very creative when it came to finding a way to feed nine children.  They were not the most glamorous meals, but no 
one ever went hungry!

Whatever the challenge, big or small, it offers the chance to develop courage, compassion, and creativity!

Your problem is your gift, your problem is a gift, your burden is a blessing and your problem is a gift.

Next time you have a situation to deal with that seems all bad, take a moment to reflect on how you might develop these 
gifts. As one of my favorite preachers, T.D. Jakes, says, “On the other side of the problem is the promise!” 

I promise you, nothing is all bad, and on the flipside of the problem is a gift just for you!

LaWanda Cook
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Why Attend a Prayer Vigil
By Sheila Enstine

“For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, 
but our eyes are on you.’ All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, 
stood there before the LORD” (II Chronicles 20:12b-13).

“It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in 
prayer to God” (Luke 6:12).

“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other pris-
oners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains 
came loose” (Acts 16:25-26). 

The above passages are only a few examples of people –including Jesus—waiting and watching for God’s deliverance, pres-
ence, and guidance.  Hundreds of other passages reveal the importance of dedicating hours and often entire nights in prayer 
vigils. 

Consider the powerful results of prayer vigils. In II Chronicles, after the King of Judah led the people in a day of prayer and 
worship, the Lord caused the invading forces to destroy one another.    Jesus’ overnight prayer in Luke 6:12 preceded choosing 
his Disciples, and after the earthquake in Acts 16, the jailer and his household converted to Christ.  
You might be thinking I know that prayer is important, but why do I need to leave my comfortable, warm home and travel to 
another place to pray.  I can pray at home or in the car while driving to work or the store.

Sure, you can do that.  But how focused are your prayers in those circumstances?  How intentional are they?  Are you really 
able to avoid interruptions and distractions?  How alert are you to the spiritual battles taking place in our world or within your 
own soul?

In past newsletters, I’ve described the lamentable condition of the culture we live in.  Protests, power mongering, and secular 
politics make things worse.  The only answer to “this present darkness” is committed, focused, intentional, pilgrimage prayer 
vigils.  We will be holding a series of vigils in the Sanctuary, beginning with Lent 2020.  

Please think about how you can be a part of this move of God.  

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Joshua @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
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Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page 
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church 
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account 
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to 
“like” our page or post a comment.

  

Annual Church Meeting
Sunday, January 19, 2020

1pm

Women’s Meeting Minutes

Present:  Paula Nelson, Linda Lowe, Charlene Testut, Sheila Enstine, Linda Hansen, Judy Cuyle, Debbie Alve, Donna Donnelly, 
Janet Gray, Cindee Ball, Katy Prince, Diana Benson, Joan Barber,  Margie VanDeMark, Gloria Miller,  Eloise Phinney, Sharon 
Boda, Alison Buell, Lawanda Cook, Bonnie Rathbun, Kathie DeWolfe, Dawn Smith.

Paula Nelson opened the meeting at 11:25 and Sheila offered the prayer.  Paula said that at last year’s annual meeting it was stated 
that the Women’s Fellowship had disbanded.  Our Feb. 2017 organizational chart lists no men’s nor women’s fellowships.  These 
now fall under hospitality or spirituality areas.  If someone wants to organize an event, they should complete a form with the office 
and talk to the hospitality or spirituality coordinator.

There is now $3523.33 (as of 11/30/19) set aside under “Women’s Fellowship” in the pass through account that needs to be ad-
dressed.  Below* find the list of suggested missions from some of the former Women’s Fellowship group who met informally.  
Bonnie Rathbun stated that they wanted to disperse monies raised to these missions plus leave a reserve to use for future events 
(Women’s Tea, etc.).  Sheila Enstine pointed out that from a fiduciary standpoint, such requests must be in the minutes of a meet-
ing... there must be proof that a governing body approved the expenditures.  Charlene (Hospitality Coordinator) said we are trying 
to streamline activities and fellowship.  Sheila said we need to minister to one another holistically – our small groups should foster 
spirituality and fellowship.  Events should be church-wide as that’s how the community sees us.  Bonnie feels there needs to be 
more communication between Council and groups.  It was pointed out that all are welcome to attend regular publicized Council 
meetings.  A motion was made by Donna Donnelly to eliminate the group “Women’s Fellowship” - seconded by Gloria Miller, 
passed with 17 in favor and 3 opposed.

Regarding the list of missions to contribute to, Paula will take off General fund and the Indian School mission.  Bonnie asked for 
$200. for the Giving Tree project and Charlene made the motion that the $200 to increase to $300 if needed.  Total missions listed 
amount to $1850.  Sharon Boda made the motion, seconded by Bonnie, to approve this spending, carried with none opposed.  
Charlene asked that we focus on fellowship rather than raising money.

Meeting adjourned at 11:58 pm.

Margie VanDeMark

*Missions Giving requested:
$200 each to Renovation House, Gadabout, Border Buddies, Samaritan’s Purse, Heifer Project,
Operation Christmas Child
$350 to Danby Food Pantry
$100 to Thirst Project
$200-300 for our Giving Tree was added
totals $1850-$1950





  

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 19, 2020
Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, January 10, 5-7pm 

           Coming in February
Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, February 14, 5-7pm 

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

             www.danbychurch.org
Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in January!


