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From Our Pastor!

Our Cover picture:
Katy Prince

What’s in this Issue?

What to write?    

Deadlines are called deadlines because, in the 1860s if you were in prison and 
you stepped across the line painted around the prison yard, you were shot dead.  
What a pleasant expression to apply to writing an article for a church newsletter.

HEADLINE:  Pastor mysteriously disappears from pulpit.   His monthly article 
for church newsletter is reported overdo.  Police suspect foul play, editor being 
questioned.*

Every month around the 1st, I start thinking about what to write for next month’s 
newsletter.  Every month around the 19th I’m thinking, “Where did the month 
go?”   The dreaded deadline never changes, the 20th at midnight.

I resort to prayer and hear God laughing in the quiet of the early morning. Per-
haps He is waiting for me to promise that I’ll never wait so long into the month 
ever again—like I’ve promised every other month.  At least I’m praying.

I could play Bible Roulette and pick a verse – any verse – and write an educated 
guess about what it means and how it applies to life.  That could be a little risky 
considering verses like Judges 4:21 (look it up).  
 
Or, perhaps it is wisest to write the truth to the people of Danby Community 
Church, that God respects, honors and cherishes you as His own.    You are truly 
a people who seek first the Kingdom of God and show the world Jesus Christ by 
being His hands and feet as “doers of the word.” 

Maybe we could ponder the amazing fact that every day is a blank slate, on 
which to create blessings as we’re led by the Holy Spirit.  As midnight on the 
20th approaches, wisdom dictates that being a child of God is less about dead-
lines (as important as they may be) and more about the Gospel lifeline being 
extended to a hurting world. 

Yeah, I could write and live something about that…. 

God Bless, Pastor Ed

* no editors were harmed for this article.
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This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

A Meeting Minute 
News from your church leadership meetings

Adminstrative Council Meeting
February 10, 2020

Present:  Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Paula Nelson, Margie VanDeMark, Judy Cuyle, Gloria Miller, and Paul Schulz.
Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 7:00 pm.

CLERK’S MINUTES:  Motion by Gloria, second by Judy, to accept the minutes for January. Carried.  

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT:  Margie made the motion, second by Gloria, to approve, carried.

TREASURER REPORT:  Motion by Paul, second by Judy, to approve the report, carried.

OLD BUSINESS:  Charlene sent word that the Chicken & Biscuit dinner was very well attended and the second one is coming 
up this week.

NEW BUSINESS:   Paula reported that the King’s Business Apotoslic Church has paid rent for use of our sanctuary (although 
not asked of them).  Lynn passed on some Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Response information which Paula shared.

 A dividend check ($196.) was received from Church Mutual, for “being good” in prior years.

Sheila said this year is the 200th anniversary of our church building, completed on May 1, 1820.  She shared several ideas that 
Dave McDermitt has for celebrating the anniversary, including beautifying the outside grounds including courtyard.  Ed sug-
gested a gospel concert, perhaps the Dorothy Cotton Singers, could be included.  Gloria made a motion that we allocate up to 
$1,000. to spend for the bicentennial celebration, seconded by Paul, carried by vote.  A committee could be formed to work on 
this.  

Pastor Ed said the Community Faith Partnership is looking for support.  He will ask one of their leaders to talk with us about 
their ideas.

Judy brought up the cleanliness of the church.  It was suggested possibly increasing the weekly payment so more can be in-
cluded, and possible changes will be taken to Charlene/Trustees.

SPOC:  Paul reported that Katy Prince will be the new chair for SPOC and meetings will take place directly after church on 
the 2nd Sunday of each month. 

SAP:  Pastor Ed said another Natural Church Development survey will be done in early March.  He has been preaching on 
the eight healthy characteristics of a church.  He was asked to coach the Berkshire Church on doing a survey and is finishing 
up work with a church in Amber NY.  Ed did the church interventionist training in Florida last week.  Eighty churches need 
services of this development program.

Gloria made the motion to adjourn at 8:00 pm, seconded by Sheila.  Pastor Ed closed the meeting with prayer.

Trustee Meeting

There was no Trustee Meeting for February
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Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6

Twenty-five cartons of winter clothing were mailed last week to St. Joseph’s Indian School in Chamberlain, South 
Dakota. These donations were beautiful jackets, coats, warm pants, slacks,hats , mittens, and pajamas,some with the 
price tags still on them.  

The missions committee thanks everyone who donated to this endeavor. We need to never forget that there are many 
children in this country who suffer extreme poverty through no fault of their own.

May God bless you all richly!     

Area Coordinator Reports
Mission Update from Judy and Dale Horton

Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut

February was the 2nd Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, and about 130 Dinners were served.  The Dinner for March   is on the 
13th.  Volunteers are needed for all of the dinners, especially clean -up at the end of the evening.  A big THANK YOU 
to all who helped with the February Dinner.

A reminder, if you would like to do an activity for the Church, you need to contact one of the Coordinators to help with 
the implementation.  This can be anything: book group, bible study, special dinner, etc.   

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Judges @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
Women’s Bible Study, Fridays @ 1pm

Judy’s Joke Corner:                                                                                                           

There’s a new choir director at the church........his name is Justine Tune............    

             
A deacon was very late for his meeting one evening and couldn’t find a place to park.  After circling the block several 
times, he cried out to God, “Please, God, if you’ll provide me a place to park, I promise I’ll stop swearing, stop yell-
ing at my wife, and never miss church again.”  Just as he rounded the corner there was a place right in front of the 
building. The deacon responded, “Never mind God, I found one!!”
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Pester the Pastor

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed?  It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion.  Send 
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

The Bible records a number of miracles in both the Old and New Testaments.   We are presented with both eye witness and 
investigated reports of healings, feeding multitudes, walking on water, and resurrection, just to name a few miracles in the 
New Testament.   The resurrected Jesus didn’t seem to respect locked doors or a sealed tomb.  He didn’t seem to be a re-
specter of death itself.  Do we really believe?   Will we try to explain it all away as myth and exaggeration?  I believe all the 
recorded miracles point to the infinite power of God.

When miracles happen the knee jerk reaction is amazement, but the long term response is to try and explain them by natural, 
albeit unique causes.

We can try and argue our way around 
the supernatural by bringing in excuses 
such as the witnesses didn’t really see 
what the though they saw.   People were 
raised from the dead, but in our suspi-
cious minds we ponder if they were re-
ally dead or just seemed to be dead, etc.  
True miracles neither submit themselves 
to natural explanations nor do they fit 
easily into our normal experience. 

What about today?  Miracles happen all 
the time.  Changed lives are some of the 
most powerful miracles we can witness.  Provision, abundant life, and renewed life still happen.  I am also acutely aware that 
as our civilization advances into decline, ignoring God’s hand extended through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, miracles 
appear to also be in decline—but are they?   Perhaps the spiritual vision of our society is blinded by unbelief. 

For those who believe in Jesus Christ, rest assured God never abandons nor forsakes His people. Perhaps the most miracu-
lous aspect of life is the unseen force that escorts us through our normal day, regardless of the world around us. Oh that our 
eyes should be opened to the protection that surrounds God’s people!

As the Bible records in 2 Kings 6:17: “‘Don’t be afraid,’” the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.’  And Elisha prayed, ‘O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.’ Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, 
and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”

When we experience life in Christ, miracles unfolding around you every day!

Question:  Do Miracles Still Happen?
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Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine

Adult Small Groups:   The Sunday morning adult study group is studying the Books of Judges and Ruth.  The group meets 
from 8:45-9:45 am.  All adults are welcome.  The Women’s mid-week group meets on Fridays from 1pm to 3pm.  The group 
is using a Lenten study written by Max Lucado.

Youth Church:  For March 2020, Youth Church will meet on March 8th, March 22nd, and possibly on March 29th.  Group 
One is for children ages 6 through 10. This group uses either TeachSundaySchool.com curriculum or Rotation Model lesson 
plans. Group Two is for youth aged 11 through 13, and uses lesson plans published by David C. Cook.   

Prayer Chain:  Please contact Judy Cuyle at gnatcat87@yahoo.com or call 279-5089 if you would like to participate in this 
essential prayer ministry.  

Prayer Vigils:  The Church is hosting a series of three prayer vigils during Lent.  They are scheduled for Thursdays - March 
5th, March 26th, and April 9th from 5pm to 8pm.   Please see a description of how to participate in a prayer vigil elsewhere in 
this newsletter.

Resources for Individual Growth:  The Church offers several print resources.  You will find them on display in the hallway 
to the sanctuary, on the table near the secretary’s office, and the brochure rack in the fellowship hall.  The publications include:
• The Upper Room daily devotional
• Pockets (monthly magazine for youth – Pockets ended publication with the February 2020 issue.*) 
• One-year Bible reading plan pamphlets
• Care Notes booklets
• Today’s Christian Living monthly magazine

Resources for Sharing Your Faith:  Check out the brochures from Crossway/Good News Tracts, “Love is…,” “A Love Worth 
Finding,” and “Unashamed.” These tracts present the Gospel in a clear, concise manner and are intended for one-on-one evan-
gelism – aka sharing your faith.  As we say in the Walk to Emmaus/Closer Walk community, “Make a friend; Be a friend; Lead 
your friend to Christ.”  The tracts are good way to present the Person of Jesus Christ to your friends.  You’ll find them on the 
table near the Secretary’s Office.  

Congregational Care:  LaWanda Cook and Lyn Aiosa visit shut-ins by phone, and Paula Nelson works with Doug Nash to 
deliver floral arrangements, in celebration as well as in sympathy.  Please let Sheila know if you are aware of someone we could 
bless with a prayer shawl or if you’d like to deliver a shawl yourself.  Also, let us know if someone has transportation or other 
household needs.

*According to the Upper Room website, Pockets discontinued due to changes in the print publishing industry, especially the 
proliferation of content on the Internet and other digital resources.    

Helpful Prayer

Billy had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a while he emerged and informed his mother that 
he had thought it over and then said a prayer. “Fine”, said the pleased mother. “If you ask God to help you not 
misbehave, He will help you.” “Oh, I didn’t ask Him to help me not misbehave,” said Johnny. “I asked Him to 
help you put up with me.”

Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4
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by David McDermitt

“In the early 1980s when I was in high school and my parents had each re-married, my dad started wearing green pants. 
I’m not talking Army green khakis like someone would wear working on their lawn tractor. I mean nearly-neon, nails-
on-chalkboard-green. Yep, my normal ‘70s dad had become a preppy which was much publicized at the time by “The 
Official Preppy Handbook”. I can laugh about it now, but at the time I was horrified and actually, we were heading in 
different directions. Back then, Izod ‘alligator’ shirts were the ‘it’ polo shirt to wear in my part of NJ, but I remember 
using a stitch remover to take off the alligator logos and ‘free’ otherwise good shirts.  One of my radical statements at a 
confusing time of life.
 
Fast forward 30 years and the trends have continued. To his credit, my dad continues to wear exceptionally green pants 
(his suit at my 2003 wedding was especially memorable), but I’ve come to realize it’s mostly an expression of a color-
ful personality. As for me, I also haven’t changed too much in my own way: I don’t wear alligator shirts or feel entirely 
comfortable wearing flashy name brands. I think this is because in some ways, I’ve felt like an outsider - less so now 
that I have my own family, but certainly at that uncertain and painful time in high school when my parents had moved 
on to new and different families.
 
When I think about our Lord Jesus, therefore, it’s reassuring to me to realize that the ultimate Insider, so to speak, came 
down as an ‘Outsider’: born in a stable, raised in a backwater town (John 1:46), misunderstood by his family (Mark 
3:21), disrespected by his brothers (John 7:2-5) and his hometown (Luke 4:29), and ‘despised and rejected by men’ 
(Isaiah 53:3) moreover, as an ‘Outsider,’ the Gospel writers highlight how Jesus specifically sought out outcasts to heal, 
comfort, and save. Some examples: healing the blind beggar, Bartimaeus; meeting the woman at the well who had had 5 
husbands in Samaria; healing the man with leprosy; seeking out the 2 demon-possessed men who haunted the Gadarene 
cemetery; declaring that tax collectors and prostitutes were entering the kingdom of God ahead of the elders and chief 
priests; his love for the thief on the cross; seeking me out, a sinner and a ‘project.’

It’s especially awesome that this passion/compassion of God to seek and save - this attribute, like His others - can’t 
change, won’t change, not even a bit, forever. (James 1:17). 

I read an obvious statement recently that as we read the Word of God, we get to know the God of the Word. Let’s set our 
sights, therefore, on getting into the Word as often as possible and marvel at how He uses it to show Himself and set us 
free (John 8:31-32) as it soaks into our hearts and minds through hearing, reading, and meditating on it. Praise God!”

In Service

In the foyer of a church, a young boy was looking at a plaque with the names of men and women who had died 
in various wars.  He asked the pastor, “Who are these people?”  The pastor said, “Those are members from our 
church who died in the service.”  The boy asked, “The early service or the second service?”
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Spring Awakening
By Lyn Aiosa

What is so grand as a morning in spring?
Smell the fresh lilacs and hear the birds sing!
The world comes alive, all growing and green
Blossoms spring forth and robins are seen.

Crocuses and golden daffodils sprout,
Buds burst open; leaves come out.
All the little creatures begin to mate
Seeds long dormant, start to germinate.

Caterpillar sheds his fuzzy cocoon,
Butterflies will flutter around us soon.
Gentle rain falls, filling the streams
How refreshing each tiny raindrop seems!

Soft gray pussy willows, in the marsh, are seen
The trees are restored, all lush and green.
Spring is the seasons for rebirth
When God refurbishes our earth.
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Why and How to Participate in a Prayer Vigil
By Sheila Enstine

During Lent, the Danby Community Church is hosting a series of three prayer vigils. They are scheduled for Thursdays – 
March 5th, March 26th, and April 9th, from 5pm to 8pm.

You may be wondering what a prayer vigil is, why we host vigils, or what to do at a vigil.  A clue is in the word vigil itself, 
which comes from the same Latin word as vigilant. The idea is to keep watch, keep awake, and not sleep.  During the mid-
dle ages, vigils became associated with keeping watch or awake for a special purpose, especially on the eve of a holy day.

The Bible offers several examples of individuals or groups 
keeping watch in prayer. After Daniel spent much time in 
confession on behalf of Israel, the angel Gabriel appeared 
and told him, “At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a 
word went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are 
greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and understand the 
vision” (Daniel 9:22-23).  Gabriel then showed Daniel that 
Israel’s captivity in Babylon would eventually end.
 
In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit descended on the believers gath-
ered in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.  This could not have 
happened if Christ’s followers had not kept watch together in 
prayer. 

In Acts 10, a Roman Centurion was praying in Caesarea and 
received divine instructions to fetch Peter from Joppa.  Concurrent with the arrival of the Centurion’s servants in Joppa, 
Peter received his famous vision of the unclean animals—while in prayer.  The result was the bringing of the Gospel to 
the gentile world.  Again, this could not have happened if these men had not committed themselves to vigilance in prayer.

Do you yearn for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit?  Do you morn the sins of our nation?  Do you harbor personal 
regrets, shame, or resentments?  Or perhaps you are filled with gratitude for God’s guidance and help.   Any of these condi-
tions are reasons for vigilance in prayer, and such prayers are more powerful in the company of other believers.

However, you don’t have to pray out loud with other people at a vigil.  Our prayer vigils tend to be silent, contemplative 
retreats.   There aren’t any rules about how or when to pray, and you can come and go as the Holy Spirit leads.  Pastor Ed 
and I will be available to pray with you, if you so desire.  

Each vigil will have a theme and printed guides with suggested prayers.   The theme for the first vigil will be personal and 
communal repentance.   But you don’t have to adhere to the theme; always pray in the Spirit.

Come and keep vigil with your brothers and sisters on March 5th, March 26th, and April 9th.

Interested on being on the team for the 200th Anniversary of the completion of our 
church building?  There are some great ideas being presented such as beatification of 
the outside grounds, a gospel concert, a birthday cake, an ice cream social, connect-
ing with the town historian, and more!  
If you would like to be a part of planning this historic milestone, please contact: 
Dave McDermitt @ davidmcdermitt@gmail.com or 607.272.8820
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Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our 
Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page 
or post a comment.

The Danby Community Church Directory

I wanted to give you an update on the work that has been done and is being done on the Danby Community Church Directory.  
Sheila Enstine and I have been defining and updating records in our database, as well as our Admin Aide Lynn Kingston-
Harris.

We will soon have verification sheets ready to up-
date your information. We especially would like 
emails, cell phone numbers and birthdates.  You 
will have a chance to tell us what information you 
don’t want included in the directory, but still be in 
the database .

There will be an effort in the next few months to 
gather pictures for a picture directory.  As you can 
imagine, this will be a large undertaking.

Do you know we have a phone app (for both An-
droid and iPhone) for our directory?  If you would 
be interested in getting the app and having ac-
count set up for you to access it, contact me know 
at: janetgray@highlandfarmskennel.com

Stay tuned for further details.

God Bless, 

Janet Gray





  

Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, March 13, 5-7pm 
Prayer Vigils, March 5 & 26, 5pm - 8pm

Lunch and Games, Mondays, March 16 12:15pm - 2pm 

Red Cross Blood Drive, March 27, 1-6pm

   Coming in April
Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, April 17 , 5-7pm

Lunch and Games, Monday, April 20 12:15pm - 2pm 

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

             www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!
Here’s What’s Happening in March!


