Danby Church News
“Adding to and Building up the Kingdom of God”

November 2019

From Our Pastor!
So, I’m here reading an instant message about the missed deadline for my November newsletter article, pressure is building to produce—my computer screen is as
blank as my mind, and this morning ‘s coffee just isn’t working.
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Suddenly, I recall October is Pastor Appreciation Month. O.K. Pastor Ed, do something worthy of appreciation. After all, 1 Timothy 5:17 says, “Let the elders who
rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard
at preaching and teaching.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 12-13 says, “But we request of
you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them
very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.”

Pastor:

No pressure, just rule (lead) well, work hard, and live in peace. Piece of cake!

Administrative Aide

Since this is for the November Newsletter and Pastor Appreciation month is in the
record books, I’d like to give you my perspective of this celebration.
It is wonderful to acknowledge pastors, but anyone called by God to be a pastor knows a secret that is rarely shared. As nice as it is to be appreciated, we
are eternally grateful for the position that God has placed His servants within His
Kingdom.
I get to share your hurts and sorrows, as well as see you overcome through the
grace of God. I see you grow in faith and mature as God’s people. I get to witness
your joy and hope. As the fellowship turns ever deeper into its Kingdom purpose
and the Spirit moves in more profound ways, I’m privileged to have a front row
seat into an unfolding miracle of lives turned towards God.
It is hard for me to call what I have the honor of doing work. October was indeed
Pastor Appreciation Month and I thank you all for your kind gestures and prayers.
I need you to know during every day of the year that I am blessed and thankful that
you are allowing me to share our life together in Christ.
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A Meeting Minute

News from your church leadership meetings
Administrative Council - October 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary
PRESENT: Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Margie VanDeMark, Judy Cuyle, Charlene Testut, Paula Nelson.
Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 6:55 pm.
CLERK’S MINUTES: Motion by Judy, second by Sheila, to accept the minutes for September. Carried.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT: Sheila brought up the issues concerning Women’s Fellowship. #1 It must be decided whether the group has disbanded or is still active. #2 Why are they fund raising? They should ask Council to designate
proceeds for missions if that is their intent. Groups/Project Leaders should go through the Hospitality coordinator before
scheduling church-wide events. There will be a meeting of the women’s group to make a decision. It was suggested that
Paula call this meeting since the Women’s Fellowship encompasses all women in the church. Motion by Margie, second by
Charlene to approve the report, carried.
TREASURER REPORT: Paula said a negative balance shows in maintenance as the sanctuary window repair and painting
were taken from that line. Pastor Ed said to continue to wait on paying UCC dues. Paula will prepare a spending plan for the
new year to be discussed at our next meeting for approval. Judy made the motion, Margie seconded, to approve. Carried.
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Charlene said SPOC should see that church employees see the mandated video on sexual harassment.
Charlene said plans to purchase church pew cushions are underway. Sheila made the motion that we purchase 4” cushions
from Cushions Express for about $5000. Judy seconded, carried. Paula said the funds can come from savings. She is currently able to put $500/month into savings for such needs.
Margie reported that she plans to not have the mobile food pantry in January or February as bad weather is a big concern.
She did a survey of folks that attend and they come from all over and there are other food sources available regularly.
Staff, Pastor Oversight Committee: Judy Cuyle said they met as many volunteer positions will be opening up in the new
year. They also discussed concerns folks have raised about the length of services.
Spiritial Advisors to the Pastor: No meeting last month
Trustees - October 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary
There was no Trustees Meeting for October
Report from Charlene Tesut at the Admin Counceil Meeting
Charlene Testut reported there was no meeting. She said the septic repair has been put on hold – it is better now with less
people in the house. The parsonage account after paying school taxes has a balance of $4685.36. They have reimbursed
Daniel for work he has done and parts needed.
The parking lot light near garage has been repaired by Dave Swartout and church outside lights will stay on overnight.
Hopefully this will deter trouble with the clothing shed. The church furnace was repaired after a water leak was fixed.
Charlene is working on new fellowship hall door entry- without a center post. The cheerleading group no longer uses the
church building.
This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Area Coordinator Reports
Mission Update from Judy and Dale Horton
The tractor trailer left Newfield on Wed. Oct. 16 loaded with many wonderful things for the children at St. Joseph’s
Indian School in Chamberlain, South Dakota and arrived on Fri evening at Sioux Falls, S. Dakota at 9:30 pm. The
driver, Jared (a Cherokeee) will deliver the goods on Monday, Oct.21. To anyone who had any part in this mission
I extend a huge thank you!,!

The Work Crew to load the truck

Loading the truck

One of the crew
Judy Horton and friend

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6
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Loading the Tractor Trailer

Pester the Pastor
Question: How do angels intersect with us today?
submitted by Dave Swartout

To quote Millard J. Erickson, from Christian Theology, “When we come to the discussion of angels, we are entering upon
a subject that in some ways is the most unusual and puzzling of all theology…”
We understand that God doesn’t need help. We also know that scripture clearly points out that angels exist. Angelic
activity is recorded in both the Old and New Testaments. So who are these creatures who serve the Lord? Jesus referenced heavenly hosts being at God’s disposal as well as what we call guardian angels watching over children. A number
of angel visits are recorded. In Luke 1:11-20, Gabriel announced John the Baptist’s impending birth. Mary spoke with
Gabriel in Luke 1:26-37 about her privilege to become the mother of Jesus. Angel choirs amazed shepherds at Jesus ‘
birth. Jesus spoke of angel armies at his disposal in the garden on the night of his betrayal.
My simple answer to how angels intersect with us is: “I don’t know!” But I trust that they do.
From scripture it is apparent that angels are assigned to interact with humans. They have roles to play in heaven and on
earth, in praise, proclamation, and protection. How they work is a mystery.
I suspect that angels are a wee bit scary! It seems like the first thing they say when they appear to people is, “Fear not!”
They seem to be at the command of God and in contact with us even if they are unseen and unfelt. It makes me wonder
how often I have been spared or swayed in a positive way, not realizing that it was angelic influence.
The issue of fallen angels is even more mysterious. Angels were apparently created to serve God and some, according to
scripture, have rebelled and fallen. This would indicate a measure of free will.
Many of our popular impressions of angels are extra Biblical. No female angels are mentioned in scripture. No wings,
except for those around the thrown of God. Very little detail on appearance is mentioned but they sure can sing praises
to God!
I look forward to the day when I’ll understand what and who angels are and join them around the throne!

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to
“like” our page or post a comment.
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4

Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine
Youth Church: Important to note -- the two Youth Church groups will meet on consecutive Sundays in
November and December to accommodate holiday schedules. The dates for Youth Church are November
10 and 17, and December 8, 15, and 29. Group One is for children ages 6 through 10. Group Two is for youth
aged 11 through 13.
Adult Small Groups: The Sunday morning adult study group began a 13-week study of the book of Joshua on
October 6th. If you’re interested but missed the first several weeks, contact Sheila Enstine for the handouts and
reading assignments thus far. The Women’s mid-week Bible study is held on Fridays at 1:00 PM. They are using
a video and study guide by Dr. David Jeremiah. Pastor Ed is considering a men’s Bible study group, details to
be announced.
Safe Sanctuary: We held the annual Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal on Tuesday, October 8th. Guest speakers were Laura Riker, Senior Family Fiscal Support Coordinator from Franziska Racker Centers and her mom,
Shella Chase, who had a long career with DSS, including 11 years in foster and adoptive home-finding. See
Sheila if you need to schedule a makeup session.
Prayer Chain: Please contact Judy Cuyle at gnatcat87@yahoo.com or call 279-5089 if you would like to participate in this essential prayer ministry.
Prayer Vigil for Addiction: On All Saints Day, Friday, November 1st, 2019, we will host a prayer vigil against
addiction. The vigil will be from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. You may enter the sanctuary at any time during those
hours. Printed prayer guides will be available. Although this is a silent vigil, someone will be there to pray with
you if desired. Participants will have the option of lighting a candle for anyone who is struggling now or has
struggled with addiction.
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church: On Sunday November, 3rd, the church will recognize
and pray for our Christian brothers and sisters throughout the world who are persecuted for their faith in Jesus
Christ.
Operation Christmas Child: Please see the description for this year’s Operation Christmas Child project elsewhere in this newsletter.
Resources for Individual Growth: Take a look at the free Care Notes booklets available in the Fellowship Hall.
The booklets address issues from a Christian perspective, including grief, dealing with cancer, aging, and those
faced by youth like bullying and social media.
Congregational Care: LaWanda Cook is contacting shut-ins by phone, but we can always use more volunteers
for “phone visits.” Also, please let Sheila know if you are aware of someone we could bless with a prayer shawl.
We will begin keeping a Prayer Shawl Log to be sure we’ve delivered these tokens of prayer to all who need them.

Joke Corner
A little boy in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed around the offering plates.
When they came near his pew, the boy said loudly, “Don’t pay for me, Daddy, I’m under five.”
Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 7
6

Danby Church News November 2019

Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 6

Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut
Pat Addy’s funeral reception was recently provided. Thank you to all the helpers.
We had a very successful Movie Night on Friday, October 18, with the movie “Run the Race.”
Upcoming: the Community Thanksgiving Dinner November 30, another Movie Night on December 13 with the movie
“The Star”, a great movie for both young and old alike. Chicken & Biscuits Dinners are planned starting in January to
April 2020. .

Saturday, November 30
12noon to 2pm
Fried Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Rolls
and all the fixings!
Dessert and Beverage

Danby Community Church

1859 Danby Rd. Ithaca, New York

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Joshua @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
Danby Church News November 2019
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Pray for Your Persecuted Family
By Sheila Enstine

During Youth Church one Sunday, we were talking about why we
believe in Jesus. I told the kids that one reason I believe is that the
Bible records eye-witness accounts of Jesus’ resurrection. I said that
if the witnesses were just making it up, why would they suffer and
die for their faith, as the original apostles did, as well as thousands
of other early believers.
“When did that stop happening?” one of the young people asked.
“It never really did,” I answered.
I retrieved newsletters from the adult education room to show the
kids that persecution of Christians continues to this day. This was an
eye-opener for the kids, as it seems to be for many adults. We take for granted our freedoms to peaceably assemble, to openly
worship, and to witness our faith in Christ. We don’t realize that for a large portion of the world these freedoms are not a given.
Two organizations that I follow are Open Doors, founded by Brother Andrew, the author of God’s Smuggler, and Voice of the
Martyrs, founded by Pastor Richard Wurmbrand and his wife Sabina, who were imprisoned for their faith in the 1960s. You can
find both organizations on the Internet.*
According to Open Doors, the most prominent causes of persecution against Christians are Islamic oppression, Communist and
post Communist oppression, and religious nationalism. In 60 regions throughout Africa, Europe, Asia, Latin America, and the
Middle East, churches are burned, worshipers are jailed, tortured, or even killed, and many believers are ostracized from their
families.
North Korea is the #1 riskiest country for Christians, with believers ruthlessly imprisoned and beaten. Escapees to South Korea tell of enduring these conditions for months and years. In addition to this deplorable situation, North Korea is now facing
a famine equal to that of 1994-1997. Open Doors is collecting donations to deliver food to North Korean believers, who share
the donated “holy rice” as a witness to their neighbors.
Voice of the Martyrs has set November 3rd, 2019 as the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. The Danby
Community Church will remember and pray for our brothers and sisters that Sunday.
Our support for the Persecuted Church doesn’t have to stop there. Continue lifting your Christian family in your daily prayers.
Consider donating to the organizations I mentioned or similar groups. You can also write to prisoners via Voice of the Martyrs
and advocate for their release.
As Open Doors stated at the beginning of 2019, “In this new year of ministry, we are boldly proclaiming Christ anytime, anywhere. And declaring that with God’s mercy and grace, any door is open (Rev. 3:8).” Please join your world-wide Christian
family in praying that “God will go before us always, and that many hearts and lives will be radically transformed by His love.”
*Editor’s Note: You can find out more about the two organizations featured in this article by going to:
Voice of the Martyrs: https://www.persecution.com or Open Doors: https://www.opendoorsusa.org
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2019 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project
The 2019 Operation Christmas Child National Collection Week is November 18-25, 2019. Brochures that explain
how to build and pack a shoebox and empty shoeboxes are available in the Townsley room.
You can also find packing and shipping information online at samaritanpurse.org/operation-christmas-child. The
website provides an opportunity to donate postage online and then print a traceable mailing label so that you can track
your box’s final destination.
The Danby church will deliver your shoebox gift to the regional drop-off location for you on Sunday, November 25th.
Be sure to have boxes packed and ready to go by the end of the service that day.
Important: Some of the rules for acceptable items have changed from the past. Please do not include candy or any kind
of food or toothpaste. Do not include cash. Make checks payable to Samaritan’s Purse and place them in the envelope
as directed in the brochure. Also, please do not include anything made with glass or otherwise breakable items, liquids,
and war related items. Contact Sheila Enstine at 229-4135 with any questions.

Holiday Craft Fair

Saturday, November 9, 2019
9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Craft Vendors, Bake Goods
Soup Lunch w/ breads, Pie Bake-Off Contest
Silent Auction, Found Treasures
Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Rd., Ithaca, NewYork
Danby Church News November 2019
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The Language of Love
By Gail Mazourek

There are many ways that churches communicate to those hearts and minds that are
open to listen and appreciate. The people within those walls love God and speak
of their gratitude. They spread His word in various ways, subtle and bold. In our
Danby Community Church we are blessed with Pastor Ed’s well thought out sermons spiced with his brand of humor. Our musicians and singers lead us through
hymns new and old. The words “Buenos Dias” spoken by our drummer, Pup, never
fails to elicit smiles and a few reciprocal answers. From the back row pew I often
quietly say “Guten Morgan” in reply, but these greetings mean the same “Good
Morning” in three friendly languages.
A couple of years ago Adolf and I went to enjoy our granddaughter, Olivia’s part
Gail Mazourek
in a Sunday morning skit put on with her class for the 600 member Presbyterian
Church (but less than that number present at any one time). The next age group is teens who were providing snacks in the
fellowship hall afterward. While I am out-going, Adolf is an introvert and also hindered by a pronounced lack of hearing.
He was content to isolate himself on a sideline, temporarily abandoned, as I was advancing around the room with nineyear-old Olivia. She garnered many smiles as she was telling everyone that Grammy and Opa came all the way from Ithaca.
We came back around with a paper plate holding selected treats for Grandpa who sat on a bench against a wall. He was not
alone. An elder had sat down with him and they were speaking German. Adolf was receiving a warm welcome in the best
way possible because one of God’s people took the opportunity to do so.
Fast forward to just a few weeks ago and communication from afar was necessary suddenly for another reason. All the way
across the country a memorial service was held for Adolf’s only brother, Alfred, who died in Lompoc, California. I talked
to and emailed with a Christian brother at Albert’s church. We knew Albert was well loved by many at The Kingdom Hall
he had faithfully attended for 30 years. They knew all about the visits Albert had made to see his brother back in New York
State over the years. Since Adolf could not go to California, they gave us a phone number at the Kingdom Hall and a pin
number. It gave us access to the memorial service a week later from the comfort of our living room. With our phone speaker
on we heard the moving and spiritual 35 minute service.
The wide spread locations and different denominations of these churches all speak the same language of love. It is Christ
Jesus, Savior, Jahovah.
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Danby Community Church

E
FRE invites you to

Movie Night

Friday, December 13
Movie 7:00pm

Free Popcorn and Movie Snacks

www.danbychurch.org
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in November!
Prayer Vigil for our Addictive Culture
Friday, November 1, 4pm - 7pm
Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, November 9, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Saturday, November 30, 12noon - 2:00 pm
Coming in December - Movie Night, Friday, December 13

