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From Our Pastor!

Our Cover picture
Our Praise and Worship Leader

Fernando “Pup” Martinez

What’s in this Issue?

Why do I get up early on Sunday Morning?

What is this strange attraction that draws us together on Sunday morning 
and why can’t we just sleep in on this one day of the week?

I know the seats are hard and the cushions are worn out but there is more 
going on here than just the routine order of things and coffee in the fellow-
ship hall.  Sunday morning is a life improving time of worship, fellowship 
and a unique challenge for God’s people.  

Worship is essential to our spirit’s welfare.  This is more than just singing 
hymns and praise songs.   As individuals we have the privilege of commu-
nion with God and one another.  As a family of faith we offer our devotion 
to the Lord in both praise and petition.  Our aim is to worship in spirit and 
truth as we experience the presence of God.  I know it is hard to keep our 
mind from drifting to afternoon activities, but let later take care of later. 
True worship happens when we present our life without reservation, into 
God’s care.

Fellowship, is a vital part of the goodness of God.   We gather to experi-
ence strength in our mutual Faith.  The Sunday service doesn’t end at the 
Benediction; it extends to simply being together.   As we get to share life, 
which you cannot do seated in silence for an hour and fifteen minutes once 
a week, we share what God is doing in the Kingdom.  Spend time together, 
before and after the service if possible. Get to know your Sisters and Broth-
ers. 

The challenge of Sunday, isn’t just getting up on our day off, it is hearing 
what God is saying and witnessing what He is doing.    Everyone hears the 
same prayers, listens to the same scriptures, endures the same message and 
sings the same songs, but it is a different experience for each person.  God 
meets us where we are and points us to where He wants us to go.  Sunday 
is about how to live life in obedience to Christ?  Will we heed the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance?  Will we do the right thing for righteousness sake? 

On Monday, did Sunday morning implant a lasting sense of joy and the 
Lord’s presence and power?   Are we equipped to live out a week of wit-
ness and service to God Kingdom?    Do we look forward to next Sunday?
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This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

A Meeting Minute 
News from your church leadership meetings

Administrative Council - September 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary

PRESENT:  Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Gloria Miller, Margie VanDeMark, Judy Cuyle, Paula Nelson, Dave Swartout, 
and Dale & Judy Horton.
Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 6:56 pm.

CLERK’S MINUTES:  Motion by Judy, second by Gloria, to accept the minutes for July. Carried.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT:    Motion by Dale, second by Gloria to approve, carried.

TREASURER REPORT:  Paula said the flowers mission sent bouquets to Ann Harris (on the loss of her son) and the Aio-
sas, through Doug Nash.  Ed suggested holding off on the UCC dues.    Gloria made the motion, Judy seconded to approve.  
Carried.

OLD BUSINESS:  Dale asked if there was any news on checking on a sound system hymnal.  Ed will work on this. 
Sundaes on Wednesday were very well attended, expenses covered by donations.  The prayer shawl ministry was discussed.

NEW BUSINESS:  Margie said the Mobile Food Pantry (truck) needs to be listed on the church liability insurance.  Ed sug-
gested she get with Lynn in the office about calling Church Mutual.
Sheila will check with Sharon Boda about the status of the Women’s Fellowship and use of “Women’s Fellowship” funds 
(that should be in the general fund).

Trustees - September 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary

     There was no Trustees meeting for September.  

Area Coordinator Reports

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 4

Mission Update from Judy and Dale Horton

St. Joseph’s Indian School has grown this year from 200 to 226 students. The following is a picture of the 226 shoe 
boxes in 11 containers ready to ship.to the school the last weekend in October

Kent Tryon of Dryden, NY will be driving a tractor trailer to Chamberlain, SD loaded with school supplies, furni-
ture, bedding and linens, kitchen utensils, pots and pans, appliances, etc.  These items will be used at the houses 
surrounding the school that house the children.  80% of these children are orphans, and 20% have a parent or two 
on the reservation, next door to the school who are unable to care for their children.   All supplies not used at the 
school or houses will be used, next door, at the reservation.  
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 3

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6

Drop off and pick up of donated items may be done as follows:

On October 12 at Danby Church from 0800 - 4:00.  

If you are unable to get items to the church please call one of the following to arrange pickup of items at your home.

Judy Horton 607-564-7749
Karen Trask 607-564-1820
Robin Andersen 607-564-7066

The scripture tells us that a man who doesn’t take care of his own first, is worse than an infidel.  

The Missions Committee wishes to thank each and everyone one of you for your support in these endeavors.
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Pester the Pastor

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed?  It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion.  Send 
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page 
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church 
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account 
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to 
“like” our page or post a comment.

“What does God do about our confessed sins?”
submiited by Dave Swartout

When we come to the point where we reach out for the saving Grace provided in Jesus Christ, in repentance and confession, 
by definition we are justified before God.  Our past sins are forgiven.  This is part of the mystery of Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection.   Jesus paid the price of our error, redeeming us.   Jesus atones for our sin, making us no longer held account-
able for our past sins.  

The world will not/cannot acknowledge our “religious” view and if we have committed a crime in our sin, we will have 
to endure civil punishment.  Even when our sins don’t get us in trouble with civil law, they just flat out mess up our lives. 
However, in the sight of God, because of our belief in Jesus Christ, our spiritual record is wiped clean. 

We are washed in the blood of the lamb and given a new opportunity for a holy life.   A shallow understanding could look at 
this as an easy escape.    A closer look at the figure of Jesus, torn to pieces on a crude cross, belies “cheap grace.”   My for-
giveness cost my Lord horrific torture and His life!  Yet, He loved me enough to allow simple nails to hold Him on His cross.

Hear the God News, by the body and blood of our resurrected Lord, we are forgiven.

Volunteers distributing food from the 
monthly Foodbank of the Sountern 
Tier food truck in Danby Community 
Church’s parking lot.  
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Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Joshua @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am

Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine

Adult Small Groups:   The Sunday morning adult study group will resume on October 6th for an eight week study of the 
book of Joshua in the Old Testament.

Starting in December, we will begin using “Understanding the Bible,” an adult curriculum published by David C. Cook.  This 
curriculum is designed to guide learners through the Bible, book-by-book, within six years.   The 2019-2020 winter quarter 
will focus on two more of the Old Testament books of history—Judges and Ruth.  The spring 2020 quarter will look at the 
pastoral letters of I Timothy, II Timothy, Titus, and Philemon in the New Testament. 

The Women’s mid-week Bible study is held on Fridays at 1:00 PM.  Pastor Ed is considering a men’s Bible study group, de-
tails to be announced.  

Youth Church:  Youth Church meets every other Sunday. Group One is for children ages 6 through 10. This group uses either 
TeachSundaySchool.com curriculum or Rotation Model lesson plans. Group Two is for youth aged 11 through 13, and uses 
lesson plans published by David C. Cook.

Safe Sanctuary:  Our annual Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal and Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, October 8th 2019 
at 6:30 PM.  Laura Riker, Senior Family Fiscal Support Coordinator from Franziska Racker Centers will join us to talk about 
being advocates for children with developmental disabilities and how to create safe spaces for them. 

Prayer Vigil for Addiction:  On All Saints Day, Friday, November 1st, 2019, we will host a prayer vigil for addiction.  The 
vigil will be from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  You may enter the sanctuary at any time during those hours.  Please see the article 
“Prayer Vigil for our Addictive Culture” elsewhere in this newsletter.

Resources for Individual Growth:  Please take a look at the free Care Notes booklets available in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
booklets address life topics from a Christian point of view, including grief, dealing with cancer, aging, and issues faced by 
youth like bullying and social media.

Congregational Care:   LaWanda Cook is contacting shut-ins by phone, but we can always use more volunteers for “phone 
visits.”  Please let Sheila know if you are aware of someone we could bless with a prayer shawl.

Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 7
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Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut

As I always say if you didn’t come --- then you missed it!!!!  This was true of the Danby Community Fun Day.  
Fun Day is months in planning with a group of people from the Danby Fire Station, the Danby Community and the Danby 
Church.  But the committee does not make Fun Day a success, it is all the people that contribute their time and energy the 
day of the event.

First , “thank you” to: Gloria Benson, Margie VanDeMark, Alison Buell, Bonnie Rathbun, and all the others that contrib-
uted to the bake sale.  Things appeared on the table magically!  

A very special thank you to Barb and Bill Carlisle for not only contributing the Cotton Candy Machine, Hot Dog Cookers, 
Snow Cone Maker and Popcorn Machine.  Bill brought the fire truck from Etna for the Parade.  Thank you to Nadia Testut 
and Barb for setting up, serving and cleaning up. Their help was invaluable. As usual all the proceeds from the day go to 
the Danby Fire Station.  

Coming up in October is another movie night – Tim Tebow’s “Run the Race” on Friday, October 18th @ 7pm

Nadia Tesut and Barb Carlisle

Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 6
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Prayer Vigil for our Addictive Culture
All-Saints Day, Friday November 1st, 2019

By Sheila Enstine

Back in August I talked about lament and how testifying about our pains, struggles, and remorse is an expected as well 
as accepted form of koinonia, the sharing of our faith.  For quite a while I’ve been privately lamenting the horrific level 
of addiction in our society.  Here are a few statistics I’ve uncovered:

 • According to the CDC, “From 1999 to 2017, more than 702,000 people have died from a drug overdose.  
In 2017, more than 70,000 people died from drug overdoses, making it a leading cause of injury-related death in the 
United States.” 

 • The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism states that as of 2015, “an estimated 88,000 
people die from alcohol-related causes annually, making alcohol the third leading preventable cause of death in the 
United States. The first is tobacco, and the second is poor diet and physical inactivity.”

 • The standard American diet (SAD) is also killing us.  Research since the late 1990s indicates that we are 
easily addicted to the sugar, salt, and fat in over-processed foods, which are contributing to the obesity epidemic.  Ac-
cording to the CDC, “The prevalence of obesity was 39.8% and affected about 93.3 million of US adults in 2015~2016.”  

Addiction is not limited to what we ingest through our mouths or inject into our veins.  Behavior addictions (pornogra-
phy, gambling, stealing, the Internet…) also plague our culture.

Several people in our own church family have lost loved ones to addiction.  This is my lament and I know you all lament 
with me.  But Christ is stronger than any addiction, any chain that binds, any satanic weapon of communal destruction, 
and any program of death that our enemy launches against us.   Psalm 60:3-4 says, “You have shown your people des-
perate times; you have given us wine that makes us stagger. But for those who fear you, you have raised a banner to be 
unfurled against the bow.” 

On Friday November 1st (All Saints Day), from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM, the Danby Community Church will host a prayer 
vigil for the end of addiction.  Participants may visit the sanctuary any time during those three hours.  This is a quiet 
vigil; we will not hold a formal worship service.  However, someone will be there to pray with you if you want.  Printed 
suggestions will be available as guides for your prayers and you will also have the opportunity to light a candle of re-
membrance for friends and family who have or are struggling with addiction.  

Please visit our sanctuary that day and join your Christian family as we unfurl the banner of prayer against these desper-
ate times.
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 Movie Night
invites you to  FREE

Friday, October 18
Movie 7:00pm

Childcare provided

Danby Community Church

www.danbychurch.org

Free Popcorn and Movie Snacks

RUN THE RACE

From Producer Tim Tebow, in RUN THE RACE, two desperate brothers sacrifice today for a better tomorrow.

Reeling from his mother’s death and his father’s abandonment, Zach, an All-State athlete, finds glory on the foot-
ball field, working to earn a college scholarship and the brothers’ ticket out of town.

When a devastating injury puts Zach—and his dreams—on the sidelines, David laces up his track cleats to salvage 
their future and point Zach toward hope.

Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, November 9, 2019

9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Craft Vendors, Bake Goods

Soup Lunch w/ breads, Pie Bake-Off Contest
Silent Auction, Found Treasures

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Rd., Ithaca, NewYork







  
Movie Night- Run the Race

Friday, October 18 @ 7pm

FREE  Movie, Popcorn & Movie Snacks

SAVE THE DATE in November
Prayer Vigil for our Addictive Culture

Friday, November 1, 4pm - 7pm

Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, November 9,  9:30 am  - 2:30 pm

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

Welcome Home!!
Here’s What’s Happening in October!

             www.danbychurch.org


