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From Our Pastor!

It is September, can Christmas be far off?
Every year the commercial aspect of Christmas hits the stores a few days or weeks
earlier than ever before. I suspect this year will be no different. Long before the
first frost we’ll see the first reindeer—with or without red noses. The commercial
calendar is already full, let the buying begin!
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In fact, the natural course of seasons takes its turn without much attention to our
cultural folly. Perhaps this year it is finally time to halt watching commercial enterprise landmark our calendar and return to experiencing God’s creation one day
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A Meeting Minute

News from your church leadership meetings
Administrative Council - August 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary
There was no Administrative Council Meetng for August
Trustees - August 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary
					

There was no Trustees meeting for August.

Area Coordinators Reports
Missions Update from Judy and Dale Horton
The missions committee is in the process of packing all of the shoeboxes to be sent to St. Joseph’s Indian School! Many
thanks to all who have taken part in this huge project! May God bless you all richly !The next project to be announced!
We received a letter from a brother in Christ in the Renovation House program:
Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,
My name is Romancito Belen. I am from Newark, N.J.
For a long time, the only thing that I knew was a lifestyle of selling drugs on the streets of N.J. and N.Y. One blessed
day, my brother came to me in my sin, he told me that I had to make a drastic life change. He told me about a
program in Spencer, N.Y., what I now know was Renovation House. An incredible man who is now at home
with the Lord, Pastor Joseph Arminio, the Executive Director of the Renovation House, opened the door for me
to come to this program- I am grateful for that man. I said yes to this opportunity and moved to the countryside of
N.Y.,excited for a new beginning.
Now, having been here four months, I can say this was more than a new beginning; it is a new LIFE in Jesus Christ.
He is at work in me. He is showing me how to walk in humility in my relationships and teaching me so much.

Jesus is the one who has given me new life;I am running toward Him and never looking back. I
love the Lord!

Thank you for being a part of changing lives.May God bless you!

-Romancito Belen

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 4
This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 3

Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut
Summer is winding down and so are the summer Church Events. The Yard Sale and Sundaes on Wednesdays are finished
for another year.
Thank you to Sharon Boda for organizing the Sale and to all who, sorted, priced and cleaned up. Start gathering items for
next year!!!!!
Sundaes on Wednesdays were a big success again this year. The Ithaca Concert Band, Under Construction and the Bag Pipers
were all a hit The only glitch was a threat of rain for Under Construction but moving it inside did not hinder the good time.
Thank you to the following. The cooks: Tom Gray, Dave Swartout, Dave Mastroberti, Dave McDermitt, and Bill Carlisle;
Barb Carlisle for help serving; the Ice Cream Scoopers: Janet Gray, Donna Donnelly, Mason Donahue, and Madison Donahue; all who helped clean up; to Pastor Ed for arranging the bands and providing encouragement; and to all who sat and
talked to the visitors on the lawn.
Just when you think you can sit back and relax ---NO!!! Upcoming events:
Danby Community Day September 21st 10 – 3 at the fire Station. This year there will be a parade – looking for volunteers
for a float or just to walk. The Church is sponsoring the Bake Sale and Food Booth. Bakers are needed for the Bake Sale.
Food this year is: hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy, snow cones, and soda. The BBQ will still go on at 11:30. Needed are
volunteers to “man” the Bake Sale. We always need prayers for good weather and people to come. ALL proceeds go to the
Fire Company.
Movie night – Plans are in the works for the next movie night in October. with the movie “Break Through.”
Don’t forget Election Night Dinner, Thanksgiving Community Dinner and in January Chicken and Biscuit Dinners.

Area Coordinator Reports continued on page 6
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Pester the Pastor
How do I know that my faith is real?
submitted by Dave Swartout

One place to turn to for guidance is Hebrews 11: 1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.”
This snippet of scripture has been much used and abused by some of our contemporary “prosperity gospel” preachers. So,
let me state in no uncertain terms, “You will not be assured of winning the lottery no matter how much you hope for it,
but you will be convicted if you take someone’s Mercedes, even if you aren’t seen doing it! Don’t call the church for bail
money!!!
Faith is not the avenue to a laundry list of material things! Faith is the tool that God has put in place for the operation of life
in His Kingdom. Faith is Spiritual in nature and supernatural in practice, always remaining a mystery.
You can experience the reality of faith. Is your life guided by the hard choices between the world and the Kingdom? Do
we take the path that is guided by the simple instruction, “Seek yee first the Kingdom of God…?” Matthew 6:33. Are you
willing to picking up our cross and follow the Lord’s example? Matthew 10:38 and Luke 9:23. These are the clues to active faith.
Faith will always be a work in progress while at the same time a constant guide and gift of God. If you question your faith
you most likely have it! If you are totally confident in the strength of your faith…well, you probably need some alone time
with God for further instruction!
Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

Judy’s Joke Corner
from Judy Horton

A pair of elephants was descending the ramp from the Arc.
One said to the other, “that’s the worst cruise we’ve ever been on, it rained every day that we
were gone.”
Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to
“like” our page or post a comment.
Danby Church News September 2019
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Area Coordinator Reports continued from page 4

Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine
Youth Church:
Youth Church meets every other Sunday. Group One is for children ages 6 through 10 and uses TeachSundaySchool.com
curriculum. Group Two is for youth aged 11 through 13, and uses lesson plans published by David C. Cook.
Adult Small Groups:
The Sunday morning Ephesians study concluded on August 4th. We will begin a new study in October, topic to be determined. I’d like to develop a formal scope and sequence for adult studies, which would span three to five years. I
welcome the congregation’s input for developing this plan, so please let me know your thoughts. Pastor Ed’s discussion
group is on break until fall. He is considering a men’s Bible study group.
Prayer:
Please feel free to write your prayer requests on the clip boards that are passed around on Sunday morning. Be sure to
write legibly and use discretion when naming people for whom you would like prayer. Use only the person’s first name
if confidentiality is important. The requests and praises, along with those mentioned during the Sunday service, are
lifted up to our Lord at the Wednesday evening worship and Saturday morning prayer meetings.
Resources for Individual Growth:
Take a look at the free Care Notes booklets available in the Fellowship Hall. The booklets address life topics from a
Christian point of view, including grief, stress, finances, and issues faced by young people like bullying and social media.
Congregational Care:
Currently LaWanda Cook is contacting shut-ins by phone, but we can always use more volunteers. We still need help
with the Prayer Shawl ministry as well. Let me know if you’re interested.
		

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Ephesians @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
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Still Above the Grass

An Interview with Frank Scaglione
By Sheila Enstine
With over 100 surgeries and 107 epidurals, Frank Scagilone may be the closest we’ll come to witnessing a living miracle.
After an on-the-job injury as a sergeant with the Ithaca Police Department, Frank traveled to Toronto for back surgery. Six
months later, disks were removed from his back at Robert Packer in Pennsylvania, and then in 1994, surgeons in Tucson,
Arizona removed all of the disks and replaced them with “screws, rods, and bolts,” Frank explains. “I have a whole bunch
of titanium in me.”
His memory of the 21 days in the Tucson hospital is hazy,
“because my wife said I was out of my mind for two
weeks. I prayed everyday that I can remember. I had so
much pain that they couldn’t give me enough injections.
They had me drinking morphine. I never thought I could
get through that.”
In addition to prayer and the support of his family, Frank’s
encounter with people dealing with a different kind of
trauma helped him survive his ordeal. At night, the hospital staff wheeled Frank to the burn unit and put him in
a whirl pool. While there, he watched them remove bandages from people who were badly burned. He realized,
“I’m not as bad off as they are. If they can get through
this, I can get through this.”
Despite neuropathy in his limbs, Frank plays golf once a
week. He didn’t begin until he was 60, and wouldn’t have
tried but for the urging of a neighbor. Frank and his wife
Barbara, a retired physical education instructor, were in
Texas, where they have a winter home. Barb was golfing
every week, but Frank sat home. Finally the neighbor
asked Frank to go to the driving range. Frank told him
he’d go, but couldn’t play. However, when they arrived,
the neighbor handed Frank a golf club and said, “I want
you to hit this golf ball. Just give it a try.”
Frank on the greens
“I knew how to play golf because I caddied when I was
a kid,” Frank remembers. “I smacked it and it went 250 yards.” The neighbor told him, “You can play golf right now.”
Twenty years later, Frank is still playing golf. “I only play nine holes. I don’t walk, I ride in a cart. I’ve got a physical
wife, so I have to try to keep up.” He grins and says, “She’s a year older than I am, but she’s in good shape.”
Keeping up is a major theme in Frank’s life. “If anybody asks, How ya’ doing? I say, ‘I’m still above the grass.’ That’s a
golfer’s saying and it’s my favorite saying. The Marine Corp made me stick it out.”
Frank joined the Marines after high school and was stationed in Okinawa. “I was lucky,” he says, “I went in after the Korean War and before the Viet Nam War. They had the Lebanon crisis when I was in Okinawa. I was a fork lift operator
and they kept me up all night long loading big rockets on the ship. We thought we were going to war, but they settled it
before we got there.”
Still Above the Grass continued on page 8
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Still Above the Grass continued from page 7
It is said that God’s timing is perfect, never early and never late, and that has been true for Frank. During Frank’s deployment, his
father was hospitalized and Frank came home on emergency leave. A pretty girl with a blond pony tail was working as a nurse’s
aide and attending his father. The entire Scaglione family fell in love with her, and Frank’s father told her “I’ve got four sons.
Take your pick.”
Barbara Hautala did pick one of the Scaglione boys. Frank and Barbara were married at our Danby church and renewed their vows
there nine years ago. They’ve been married 59 years this past April.
Another example of God’s timing occurred many years later when Frank’s father passed away. It was July, and Frank and Barb
were camping north of Syracuse. A ranger woke them at three in the morning to let them know that Frank’s brother had called
with the sad news. He’d said not to bother coming home until morning, so they went back to bed. Then the furnace turned on,
even though the thermostat was off. “We had that motor home for four years and never had that problem. The day he died, that
came on by itself, in the middle of July.”
Frank decided that someone was trying to tell him something, so they packed up and drove home to Candor. When Frank entered
his house, he heard a crash. He went to the family room and found that a large picture of his father had slid down the wall. “That
picture had hung there for 25 years,” Frank relates. “I said, ‘Oh my God! Why did it fall off the day he died?’ So I’m a believer
in the afterlife.”
Frank is proud of his accomplishments, making it through the Marine Corp and 25 years with the Ithaca Police. But his most
enduring joy comes from his family, including his wife Barbara, his son and two daughters—one of whom graduated from West
Point, and his five grandchildren, including an MIT graduate. His desire for the future is to see his only granddaughter graduate
from high school, then college, and maybe get married. He’d love to have a great grandchild. With Marine Corp tenacity and
God’s perfect timing, he’s likely to “stay above the grass” and see the desires of his heart.

Movie Review: “An Interview with God”
Reviewed by Janet Gray

The movie starts out with the main character Paul Asher (Brenton
Thwaites), a talented reporter returning from Afghanistan, in the belly of a
military plane questioning his faith and then the camera pans out to see flag
draped coffins. His marriage is in crisis as well and he is trying to help a
veteran friend who is experiencing PTSD.
Back home, Paul is given a chance of a lifetime-- three-30 minute interviews with a mysterious man who claims to be God (David Strathairn.)
This film is from Giving Films, the same folks behind 90 Minutes in Heaven and Paul, the Apostle of Christ.
The movie is very well done and entertaining, in addition to generating
conversations around life, faith, free will, and relationships.
An Interview with God can be found on DVD and on Amazon Prime and
Netflix.
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Volcanoes, the Great Awakening, the End of the War of 1812 and
A Very Special Anniversary
by Pauline Helfenstein

In the 5 years before the church building was finished in 1820, a series of hardships occurred that dried up ready money. A huge
eruption destroyed crops during the summer, the end of the War of 1812 erodes the heavy traffic on the Owego Turnpike (96B),
and an evangelical (protestant) revival sweeps the USA.
1813 – Danby Presbyterian Church hires its first pastor, Rev. Samuel Parker. There is a comprehensive Wikipedia page about him
online.
Apr. 1814 – Mt. Tambora in Indonesia erupts. The eruption spews 19 cubic miles of ash and debris into the atmosphere. It is the
largest volcanic eruption in recorded history, 100 times larger than Mt. St. Helens.
Dec. 1814 - The Treaty of Ghent ends the War of 1812.
1815 – The heavy flow of gypsum from Union Springs dwindles. The lack of traffic dries up a lot of businesses and inns along
96B.
1815 – Our church founders go to NYC for a loan to build the church.
Early 1800’s – the Second Great Awakening becomes a strong revival meeting with many Methodist and Baptist churches established. Danby Church goes from Presbyterian to Congregational.
1816 – The Year without a Summer. Mt. Tambora’s ash has spread worldwide and remains suspended in the upper atmosphere.
Iceland is ice-bound all year. In June it snows 18” in Philadelphia and Albany. As far south as Pennsylvania, rivers and lakes are
covered in ice until July. A frost in July kills crops in Maine. Agricultural failure precipitates economic crises.
1816 – Funding for the Erie Canal passes the State Legislation.
January 1819 – Danby Church fathers raise the equivalent of $41,213 to finish the church which is up and framed. Pledgers
include L. Beers, J. Miller, J. Hyatt, Judson, C. Clark*, Jennings*, W.T. Gardner*, Foster*, and Smith*. Starred names indicate
amounts pledged which are over $100 ($2,016 in 2019 dollars). The church deacon, Hezekiah Clark* gives an amount which is
almost $8000, in today’s money. Day laborers are paid an average of 50 cents a day at this time.
Panic of 1819. In 1819, the impressive post-War of 1812 economic expansion ended. Banks throughout the country failed
and mortgages were foreclosed, forcing people out of their
homes and off their farms. Falling prices impaired agriculture
and manufacturing, triggering widespread unemployment.
1820 – Danby Church is finished and has begun services in the
new building.
1821 – First section of the Erie Canal built between Rome and
the Hudson.
.
1825 – Erie Canal finished. The Second Great Awakening,
temperance and abolition movements spread across the state
rapidly. The Owego Turnpike is no longer the only road for
exporting farm products.
Danby Church News September 2019
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Our beautiful altar through the seasons.
Thank you Lorena Miller, Michele Dunning, Doug Nash, and others who contributed
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in September!
Women’s Bible Study
Fridays @ 1PM

Check the online calendar for start date

Danby Community Church at the
Danby Community Day

Saturday, September 21 10am - 3pm
Parade, Bake Sale and Food Booth

