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From Our Pastor!

So a vacation is supposed to be relaxing and restful,
an adventure that refreshes and rejuvenates. Sad to
say from July 9-13, I was not on vacation. BUT, it
was a very worthwhile trip nonetheless.
This year’s Annual Gathering of the 4C (Conservative Congregational Christian Conference) was held
at St. Thomas University in St. Paul, Minnesota, home of the Tommies and an
incredible amount of purple colored everything! Along with about 300 clergy
and laity I spent four days of listening to great guest speakers, voting on church
business and being together with brothers and sisters celebrating our collective
ministry as Christ’s body.
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This year’s gathering was built around the theme, “Healthy Pastors.” I am
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truly blessed to be your pastor, some churches are not as supportive and healthy
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as Danby Community Church. We heard from several pastors about how they
coped with situations and circumstances that were anything but a blessing. One
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though the temptation was to call out the tactless nature of a committee deci- Administrative Aide
Lynn Kingston-Harris
office@danbychurch.org
sion, he preached with grace and humility. His pain never became harm to the
607.272.1687
congregation. Rest of story: he was shortly thereafter invited to become their
Administartive Council
new senior pastor, a position he held for many years.
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Micah 6: 8, “…but to do justice, to love mercy and walk humbly with your Secretary:    
God.” This is the heart of service to the Lord as either clergy or laity. God will
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make a way for obedience to bear fruit.
Financial Secretary

Another pastor spoke on the role we accept as pastor. The day to day work of
clergy is never easily defined but pastors don’t need understanding we need sup- Trustees Chair:
port and much prayer. Approval is great, understanding is optional. Honest and
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I come away from a whirlwind of travel, learning and fellowship, just a little
older, pretty tired and a smidgen wiser. I still prefer NY Giant Blue to Minnesota Viking Purple. I still confuse Milwaukee with Minneapolis, for no known
reason. I like these people called 4C, they are nice folks to be around and they
sure can sing! I talked to some pastors with big churches and lots of staff as well
as small fellowship clergy but none of them have a better slice of heaven than
Webmaster:
we do at Danby Community Church. Praise God!
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Janet Gray
jsg4@cornell.edu
Janet Gray
Janet Gray

Next year the 4C Annual Gathering will be in Rhode Island in July. Clergy are Facebook:
encouraged to attend as they are able, laity are invited to participate. It would
be wonderful if we could organize a group to take part. I don’t know what the
theme for next year will be but from my experience, there will be opportunity
Our Cover picture
for prayer, worship, fellowship and learning. We will return home tired but glad
Frannie Synder and Mable Welch
we made the trip. It will be wonderful!
enjoying the worship music
God Bless,
Pastor Ed
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A Meeting Minute

News from your church leadership meetings
Administrative Council - July 2019 submitted by Margie VanDeMark, Council Secretary

Treasurer Paula Nelson reported that we’re in financial good standing. Paula is still working on finances for the new church
sign.
Charlene Testut, Sheila Enstine and Janet Gray are working to clean up the church “member” database. After the known
corrections are made, Janet will create a “verification” sheet for each household. We need good email, addresses, phone
numbers, etc. Look for those verification sheets in the coming month and please return them in a timely manner. We will
be working on a updated directory.
Trustees - July 2019 submitted by Gloria Miller, Trustee Secretary
There was no Trustees meeting for July.

Area Coordinators Reports
Missions Update from Judy and Dale Horton
Dale reported that the Freedom Village has moved to NC so they are looking at other mission options.
Production of the shoeboxes for the St. Joseph’s Indian School are going very well. We hope to mail them out earlier than
expected...around mid September.After that we will announce a new project to start after the
first of the year. Thank all of you who have helped make this beautiful gift happen for 200
children who have almost nothing but the bare essentials.

Judy mentioned knowing someone who will drive his tractor trailer (and provide
fuel) anywhere to deliver support to missions, a possibility for our sending items to
St. Joe’s Indian School.
Area Coordinators continued on page 4

St Joseph’s Indian School Children

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class on Ephesians @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am every other week
Tuesdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am
This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Area Coordinators Reports
Hospitality Update from Charlene Testut
Sundaes on Wednesday are coming up: with Ithaca Concert Band, Under Construction, and the Finger Lakes Pipe and
Drum Band. The men have agreed to cook up the hot dogs/hamburgers.

E

FR

E
FR

EE

Wednesdays, July 31, August 7 & 14

6:30 pm Sundaes, Hamburgers/Hot dogs
7pm Music

July 31- Ithaca Concert Band

August 7 - Under Construction Band

August 14 - Finger Lakes Pipes and Drums
Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine
Youth Church:
We launched our new Youth Church structure on Sunday July 1st. After the Lord’s Prayer, two groups meet in the Education Wing. Group One is for children ages 6 through 10 and Group Two is for youth aged 11 through 13. Thank you to
the men who have stepped forward as Christian role models for our youth: Daryl Snyder, Dave Swartout, and John Tottey.
Small Group Studies:
Pastor Ed leads a sermon discussion group on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. All are welcome.
On Sunday morning from 8:45 – 9:45 adults are meeting for a study of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. The study is scheduled to go through August 4th . Each Sunday morning study group incorporates an offsite event just to have fun together.
For July and August, we’re making it a point to attend and serve at the three Sundaes on Wednesdays, starting on July 31st.
Prayer:
The prayer requests and praises that are offered on Sunday morning, including those written on the clip boards, are printed
on an insert in the following Sunday’s bulletin. Please write your requests legibly and use discretion when naming people
for whom you would like prayer. Just use the person’s first name if confidentiality is important.
The Sanctuary is open for prayer or conversation with the pastor on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:00 pm.
The Saturday morning prayer hour is from 8:00 am to 9:00 am (or longer, depending on how the Holy Spirit leads).
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Pester the Pastor
“Why are there different religions?”

		 submitted by Dave Swartout

Tens of thousands of pages have been written to answer that simple question. I’ll try to clear it all up in a few hundred words
or less.
From prehistoric time, what cultures admired, they personified into gods. The strength of bears and bulls, wisdom of owls
and serpents, the awesome sounds and fury of thunder and lightning, fortune and fertility have all been ascribed divine personage to assuage or patronize. All the mysteries of fate and coincidence could be explained away by unseen gods manipulating our circumstance. People have always worshiped and sacrificed to gods who controlled what we cannot.
Religions across the globe have sought to explain what lies beyond people’s ability to understand or control. Religious
observation was a way to ensure the spring rains and a good harvest. A strong god led armies to victory against people who
worshiped lesser gods. Religion could explain both blessing and curse, feast and famine.
Today we have hundreds of religions, some very ancient and some very recent but the underlying approach to the mystery of
god is the same. Work hard at following the rules set forth by your culture and maybe your god or gods will provide favor.
The early roots of Christianity are found in a unique new revelation, God sought out the Hebrew people. Abraham was
called to go and he went. His obedience led to a covenant relationship with God at Mount Sinai that eventually led to a New
Covenant through the blood of Jesus the Christ.
As Christians we do not work for our salvation, we accept the forgiveness that Christ achieved for us on the cross. Unlike
every other religion, God came to earth for us. We do not work our way to Him.
So why are there so many religions? I would speculate it has something to do with human nature always trying to invent
something to make ourselves special. We create a stronger or more attractive god or gods than the next town or tribe. We
make ourselves feel special in our invention.
In John 3:16 we find that Christians don’t need to invent more attractive religions to believe in. We have a God who believes
and loves us. We are simply asked to believe and obey.
Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray @ jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

Joke Corner
Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
Because Noah was always standing on the deck.
Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page
(just search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church
website: WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account
to see our Facebook page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to
“like” our page or post a comment.
Danby Church News August 2019
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Book Review: The Torch and the Sword
by Rick Joyner

The Torch and the Sword is a sequel, yet it stands alone. This book is about the on-going
war between good and evil and is not for the spiritually timid. The torch is the light of His
presence, the sword is the word of His redemption all through the Holy Spirit. Their power
is given in accordance to how close we stay to Jesus. And how they become a burden when
we serve Him in our own flesh.
Unity through humility is a high point of this book. Preconceived notions of worth through
age, status, education, accomplishment are shown to be a hindrance of God’s plan. Women
and a young girl as a great warrior are emphasized. After reading this book I realized the
box I put God in and the new desire to share the Good News of Jesus.
Reviewed by Daryl Snyder
The Torch and The Sword continues the message begun in The Final Quest and continued in
The Call.
This is the last book in the series. Copies are available in the church library or see Daryl.

					

Lament as Testimony and Worship
By Sheila Enstine

Last month I talked about personal testimony as a part of koinonia – the sharing or
communication of our faith. Modern Christians tend to think that personal testimony is only about how Christ has helped us overcome sin, adversity, or crisis. We
suppose that testimony is a song of healing and hope, with no discordant notes.
But wait! In leaping from crisis to celebration, we’ve lost an important aspect of our
walk with Christ. That aspect is called lament.
Lament is that point in our spiritual journeys where we cry out to God in honesty,
with prayers like “How long, O Lord?”, or “Why do you allow this?”, or “What have
I done wrong?” Lament describes the time between the onset of crisis and the dawn
of healing in which we experience “the dark night of the soul.”
Depending on the commentary you read, thirty to seventy percent of the Psalms are laments. An example is Psalm 38. Verse
6 of that Psalm says, “I am bowed down and brought very low; all day long I go about mourning.” Other examples are Psalms
22, 51, 69, and 88. Remember, also, that the Psalms were intended for public as well as private worship, and for communal as
well as personal mourning.
More examples of lament are in the Book of Job, and the entire book of Lamentations expresses Jeremiah’s grief and confusion
over Jerusalem’s destruction. Laments appear in several of the other Prophets and also in the New Testament. Bartimaeus cries
out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” (Mark 10:47), and Jesus himself laments in the hearing of his disciples, “Abba,
Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from me…” (Mark 14:36), and on the cross, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me…?”(Mark 15:34).
Admitting our grief, loneliness, pain, and confusion—even our doubts—is not evidence of a lack of faith or hopelessness. Instead, we cry to God that we don’t understand what is going on and we don’t know what to do about it, but we believe that God
is in control and does have the answers. In lament, we testify to our human insufficiency and our dependence on God, which is
the polar opposite of despair.
It is okay to lament! And lament is not only welcome in public worship, but also a vital part of it.
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
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Welcome Home!!

Here’s What’s Happening in August!
Sundaes On Wednesdays

Wednesday, July 31, August 7 & 14

6:30 pm Sundaes, Hamburgers & Hot Dogs
7pm- Ithaca Concert Band

7pm - Under Construction Band

7pm - Finger Lakes Pipes and Drums

