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And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among
men by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12
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What is Christmas all about?
Greed & Gimme
Don’t let Gratitude and Love be replaced by greed
and “gimme.”
Several years ago, Pastor Andy Stanley noted that
in this season we go directly from Thankful to
Cartful! I’ve noticed lately that we are actually
moving from Bagful to Cartful as Halloween takes
on increased importance in the hearts of candy
and costume makers. Apparently, turkey farmers
are not as important as they once were, and the
Pilgrims should have stayed in Holland where they
belonged.
Oh well, rewriting history with wishful thinking can’t
change history. Even if our focus strays to
temporal concerns, the fact that Jesus the Christ
came into the world at just the right time remains
unaltered. We might not know all the dates and
minor details, but our Savior was born, lived, died
and rose for all humankind.
Contemporary culture and the Kingdom of God on
earth has always pulled in different directions, but
the call to Disciples of Jesus remains the same.
Follow the direction of Micah 6: 8, “…do justice,
love mercy and walk humbly with your God.”
Reach out to those in need. Invite all to find a
better way to live by following the Master. Heed
the command of Mark 16: 15, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to all creation.”
This Christmas concentrate on giving not getting.
Go and do God’s bidding with both words and
actions. Be a blessing and in turn be blessed.

December 24, 2016
Christmas is about God’s love for us.
Jesus comes to be one with us, embracing humanity
as we are. The incarnation shows us that we do not
have to hide our thoughts, feelings, questions, and
struggles. God is with us in all times and seasons of
our lives.
Christmas is about God’s mercy.
Jesus’ very name means “God saves.” In Christ, we
know that no sin is beyond forgiveness, no action is
beyond redemption.
Christmas is about God’s compassion.
The birth of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem shows us
the depths of Christ’s oneness with the poor and
vulnerable. “Bethlehem” means “house of bread.”
From the very moment of Jesus’ birth, we are shown
that he is the Bread of Life for all.
Christmas helps us to take to heart the truth that
God’s love is real.
When we see and experience love, we know God.
When our hearts long for peace, kindness and
goodwill among people, look to Christ, whose light
shines in darkness.
Christmas calls us to be for others.
As people who know God’s saving love, how can we
not share this love with those who need it? When we
care for family, share our time in service, our
attention and prayer with the lonely or ill, our
resources with the poor, we are sharing the real
meaning of Christmas, no matter the time of year.
Christmas is more than a day or a season.
Christmas is about a way of life. Knowing the depths
of God’s love for us in this Christmas time, we stretch
ourselves to live as Christ’s people every day.
Source: Catholic Life and Faith, January, 2017, Issue
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

Gail Mazourek &
her painted stones.

About our cover: Carl von Marr (1858 – 1936) was an
American painter who spent much of his life in Germany.
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Ladies’ Interdenominational Christmas Retreat

What About the Shepherds?
Dec. 1, 2018, 9 am – 2:30 pm
Snacks & Lunch $7
RSVP: 319-4164
Guest Speakers, Special Music, Testimonies and more.

Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service

Give the Gift of Warmth
Bring hats, mittens and scarves to
decorate the tree in Fellowship Hall.

Dec. 24, 7pm

Gifts for Kids & Parents
A Noticeable Addition to the
Stable
When the Sunday School class had
finished singing, "Silent Night", they
were told the story of the Nativity.
The children were asked to make a
drawing of the scene as they thought
it might look. After a little while, the
teacher passed among them to see
how they were doing.
She stopped at one little boy who
had nearly finished. She
complimented him on his drawing of
Joseph and Mary and the baby in
the manger but noticed a fat rolypoly figure set to one side.
"Who is that?" she asked. "It's
Round John Virgin", the boy replied.

Take a tag on the Giving Tree and bring in a present
for families during December’s Food Pantry (12/20).
Free wrapping!

Sharon Boda,
Diana Benson
& Lyn Aiosa
serving soup
at the Holiday
Craft Fair.

Birthdays
No Food Truck in December

Anniversary
12-16 James & Sue Benninger
12-24 Roland & Sharon Boda
12-30 Douglas & Virginia Dean

12-03
12-05
12-08
12-08
12-10
12-17
12-17
12-18
12-20
12-20
12-24
12-26
12-27
12-28
12-29

Doug Nash
Judy Cuyle
Holly Nash
Morgan Wilcox
Beverly Dawson
Lois DeLario
Thomas Fuller
Robert Buell
Joan Barber
Katelyn Nelson
Cathryn Gonzalez
Vince Aiosa
Natalio Gonzalez
Sandy Strong
Frances Mason

Chicken &
Biscuits
January 11, 5pm
Walk-ins encouraged!

Blood Drive
January 18, 1 – 6pm
Walk-ins encouraged!

Notice of Annual
Meeting
January 20, 2019

