February 2018
the

Danby Church News
Danby
Community
Church
Sleeping Gypsy by Henri Rousseau 1897

Adding to and Building up
the Kingdom of God

DANBY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Serving GOD & Community

1859 Danby Rd.
Ithaca, NY 14850

5 The LORD watches over you— the
LORD is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not harm you by day, nor
the moon by night.
7 The LORD will keep you from all
harm— he will watch over your life;
Psalm 121

8 the LORD will watch over your coming and
going both now and forevermore.

Worship Services:
Sunday – 10am
Music Service, Wed. 7pm
Prayer Hour, Saturday 8am
Tues. & Thurs. 5pm
Office Hours
Tues, Wed, Thurs 10-2pm
607.272.1687

Pastor Ed Enstine
607.592.8276
eenstine@aol.com
www.danbychurch.org
office@danbychurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/danby
church
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A Story of God’s Protection in Joplin, MO
Cheryl had never seen anything quite like it. The storm was
coming and she was going to outdrive it. Or so she thought.
Cheryl had picked up her two daughters who were celebrating
high school graduation in Joplin, Mo., and was driving away
from the storm. Only her compass was backward and she was
actually driving square into it.
Billy Graham Rapid Response Team chaplain Pam Rhodes was
fortunate to hear Cheryl’s gripping story and pray for her family.
The details of Cheryl’s rescue have God’s fingerprints smudged
all over it.
A half mile from home, rain started hammering down on 20th
street, the tornado’s eventual destructive path on the night of
May 22.“She described it as white fingers coming out of the
sky,” Rhodes said.
The rain was a deluge, coming down so hard, as if she was in a
car wash, and Cheryl felt the Lord telling her to pull over. Cheryl
realized she was in the midst of a massive tornado.
“The windows blew out,” Rhodes said. “She pushed her
daughters down and began to pray.” This is where the story
really takes a God turn. As Cheryl describes it, there was an
unexplainable force keeping all three of their heads down and it
saved them from a multitude of chards that punctured the van.
Suddenly there was a peace that passed over. Cheryl and her
two daughters were now in the vortex and she could hear the
Lord telling her “your daughters are going to be safe.”
A split second later, the winds and rain picked up and in the
blink of an eye, the van was whipped up into the twister, landing
on the top of a roof that had been torn off a building. Smashed
in a van, covered by debris and wrapped in power lines, Cheryl
thinks she encountered an angel.
“A man came up and had no debris on him at all and she felt
this presence, this peace,” Rhodes said. “He came and said he
was going to help them get out of the car. He said, you don’t
have to be afraid and he rescued them.” And as quickly as he
appeared, he vanished.
“(Cheryl) always said she could do all things through Christ who
strengthens me,” Rhodes said. “She feels like God will be with
her now, no matter what she goes through.” From
www.BillyGraham.org - Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

True Love by Sheila Enstine
There is a large amount of historical confusion about
the origins of St. Valentine's Day, and no one is sure
why this holiday is associated with love and romance.
But one thing is certain. Love is a powerful, motivating
force that has the capacity to overcome hopelessness,
selfishness, fear, and hatred.
People naturally crave love and long for ways to give
and receive affection. Unfortunately, our culture is
seeking love in the wrong places. For example,
consumer spending for Valentine's Day averages $13.3
billion annually (yes billion, not million)! What's missing
in all the flowers, candy, jewelry, and expensive
dinners is an understanding of the meaning and source
of true love.
When the Bible speaks of eternal, unending love, the
Greek word that is translated is "agape." Agape refers
to a state of mind, a choice to love despite
circumstances. It is devoid of self-interest and intends
only the best for the beloved. This kind of love is not
dependent on emotions as in phileo (brotherly
affection) or eros (passion and desire). Agape actually
protects us from the instability of human emotions
because it rises above feelings and happenstance.
Jesus modeled this kind of love in his ministry and
sacrifice, and although we cannot attain godly love in
our own strength, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
provides love as the first of His fruit (Galatians 5:22).
Romans 8:38-39 says," For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord."
This means that as a believer in Christ, you are sealed
in his eternal love. What better Valentine's message
could there be?

Lent begins Feb. 14
Around and About News

Bob Doan
celebrates
his 90th
birthday
with
friends
and family
here at the
church.

Our Christmas Eve service remembered Ernie
Payton. Everyone wore “ugly” Christmas sweaters like
Ernie used to do. The offering was donated in his
name to the Salvation Army. Chicken & Biscuit
Dinners are back! Our first one of the season was
held Jan. 12. Despite terrible weather, 148 people
came out to eat. We are no longer charging by the
plate, but are putting contribution buckets on the
tables and there’s no noticeable decline in funding.
The family of Bob Doan celebrated his 90th birthday
here with a large reception. Happy Birthday, Bob! We
welcomed 15 new members to our congregation this
year, and held 7 community funerals and their
receptions (not church members). St. Paulie’s sent a
glowing letter to the ladies that do the clothing ministry
with them.
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Ash Wednesday Service

Chicken & Biscuits

February 14, 7pm

Friday, Feb. 9, 5-7pm

Please join us in
keeping a holy Lent.

Chicken, vegetables, dessert, drinks!
Donations accepted.

Lunch & Games
Monday, Feb. 19, 12pm

New Bible Study – Book of Acts
Thursdays, 6:30pm
Ed and Sheila will lead a 15 session Bible study
on the book of Acts, beginning Thursday, Feb. 15.
Classes will meet in the adult education room for
an hour. Study guides for the class cost $11 each.
Please let Sheila know if you're interested.

Everyone welcome, always!
Join us for fresh, hot,
home-made soup, laughter,
and a round of easy games.
Third Mondays through April.

Notice about 9am Sunday School
We have ceased the 9am Children's and
Teens’ Sunday school session. The adult
class will continue to meet at 9am.

Free Tax Prep
Saturday, Feb. 10
Danby Town Hall
Saturday, Feb. 24
West Danby Town Hall
Call 211 for an appointment

Next month:
Chicken & Biscuits – 3/9
Blood Drive – 3/16
Lunch & Games – 3/19
Good Friday Service – 3/30

Senior Citizens’ Gentle Exercise
Monday & Thursdays at 9am.
Very gentle exercise with a little stretching, a little
walking, a little work with hand weights, and a lot of
laughter!

Don’t hedge your bets.
God’s protection is your
umbrella on a rainy day!

Birthdays
2-01
2-04
2-06
2-06
2-08
2-08
2-09
2-10
2-10

Ronalda Andrews
Suzanne Walker
Janet Gray
Kim Howe
Sherry Clements
Florence Geuther
Ki Alve
Jim Sczepanski
Danny Wheeler

2-10
2-14
2-15
2-16
2-17
2-21
2-22
2-22

Beth Wilcox
Gay Huddle
Matthew Walker
Joseph Husband
Ed Enstine
Sue Benninger
Lauren Gonzalez
Annabelle Norman

