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Danby  
Community  

Church 
Adding to and Building up  

the Kingdom of God 

 

June 2018 

1859 Danby Rd. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

 
Worship Services: 

Sunday – 10am 
Music Service, Wed.  7pm 

Prayer Hour, Saturday 8am 
Tues. & Thurs. 5pm 

Office Hours  

Tues, Wed, Thurs 10-2pm 
607.272.1687 

Pastor Ed Enstine 
607.592.8276 

eenstine@aol.com 
 

www.danbychurch.org 

office@danbychurch.org 

www.facebook.com/danbychurch 

 

 Love one another, and be kind and 

humble with one another. Do not pay back 

evil with evil or cursing with cursing; 

instead, pay back with a blessing, because 

to this you were called so that you may 

inherit a blessing.      1 Peter 3:8-9 

 

 

DANBY COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Serving GOD & Community 
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   Pandemic Love 

   Charles E. Moore 

In 165 AD a devastating epidemic swept through the 
Roman Empire. The mortality rate was so high that 
there were caravans of wagons hauling the dead from 
cities. During the fifteen years of the epidemic, about a 
third of the empire’s population died.  

Almost a century later, a second epidemic struck the 
Roman world. In 251-266, at the height of what became 
known as the Plague of Cyprian (the bishop of 
Carthage), 5,000 people a day were said to be dying in 
Rome. Two-thirds of Alexandria’s (Egypt) population 
likely perished.  

Pagan Rome was completely ill-prepared to help the 
sick or deal with mass death. Worse yet, the doctors, 
priests and nobles fled infected areas in droves.  

In stark contrast to hopelessness and fear, the 
Christians showed how faith made this life, and even 
death, meaningful. The earliest Christians performed 
works of mercy that simply dumbfounded the pagans. 
For them, God loved humanity; in order to love God 
back, one was to love others, pagans included. God did 
not demand ritual sacrifices; he wanted his love 
expressed on earth in deeds of compassion.  

This love took on very practical, concrete forms. In 
Rome, the Christians buried not just their own, but 
pagans who had died without funds. They also fed 
1,500 poor on a daily basis. In Antioch, over 3,000 
destitute persons were being fed by the church. 

The first Christians also reached out far beyond 
themselves. Consequently, at the risk of their own lives, 
they saved an immense number of lives. Their 
elementary nursing greatly reduced mortality. Simple 
provisions of food and water allowed the sick that were 
too weak, to recover instead of perishing. 

Christians not only risked death, but through their care 
for one another, were much less likely to die. Christian 
survivors of the plague became immune, and therefore 
were able to pass among the afflicted with seeming 
invulnerability. In fact, those most active in nursing the 
sick were the very ones who had contracted the disease 
very early on. In this way, the early Christians became, 
in the words of one scholar, “a whole force of miracle 
workers to heal the ‘dying.’” 

In the midst of intermittent persecution and colossal 
misunderstanding, and in an era when serving others 
was deemed demeaning, the “followers of the way,” 
ministered to the sick and poor, the widowed, the 
crippled, the blind, the orphaned and the aged.  

From: 
https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/discipleship/pan
demic-love 

 

 

One-Another Love 
By Sheila Enstine 

In John 13:34, Jesus tells his disciples, "A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another.”  
Let’s look at how Jesus practiced “one another” 
love so we can follow his example. 

What occurs to me first is that Jesus invested 
himself in his disciples. He chose the twelve 
disciples to travel with him, eat with him, abide 
with him, and represent him. They became his 
family.  Matthew 12:49-50 says, “Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 
brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father 
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’” 

A second attribute we can follow is Jesus’ great 
patience with his disciples.  When the mother of 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
requested that her sons would sit at his right and 
left in his Kingdom (Matt. 20:20-21), Jesus did 
not become indignant at their presumption.  
Instead, he gathered all the disciples together 
and explained the priorities of the Kingdom of 
God, which are the reverse of what worldly 
institutions teach. 

Flowing from the priorities of the Kingdom, we 
find a third example of loving one another – 
servant leadership.  “Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave” (Matt. 20:26-27).  The Apostle Paul 
echoes this in Philippians 2:3: “Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves.”   

Questions to ask ourselves are: Have I 
intentionally invested time, energy, and 
resources in the lives of my Christian family?  
Have I been patient with them when they don’t’ 
“get it” (remembering that we all don’t get it most 
of the time)?  Do I really value others’ 
needs/resources/opinions above mine? 

When I ask myself these questions, I find plenty 
of areas to improve in “one anothering.”  How 
about you? 

 

 Do not waste time bothering whether 
you love your neighbor; act as if you 
did.  

As soon as we do this, we learn one 
of the great secrets. When you are 
behaving as if you loved someone, 
you will presently come to love them. 
(C.S. Lewis, "Mere Christianity") 

https://www.plough.com/en/authors/m/charles-e-moore
https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/discipleship/pandemic-love
https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/discipleship/pandemic-love
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Birthdays 
6-1 Brittany Witoslawski 
6-3 Bill Cuyle 
6-6 Don Enders 
6-7 Andy Buell 
6-8 Betty Wheeler 
6-10 Steve Hubble 
6-12 Debbie Alve 
6-19 Yvonne Everhart 
6-21 MaryBeth Buell 
6-21 Melinda Daetsch 
6-25 Mark Testut 
6-27 Carl Mosher 
6-30 Lorena Miller 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

   

Anniversaries 
6-6 Roy & Rebecca Lux 
6-11 Bill & Judy Cuyle 
6-12 Tom & Janet Gray 
6-28 John & Margie VanDeMark 
 

Father’s Day 

June 17 

Next month: 
July 20 – Blood Drive 

July 14 –Tour of Historic Danby 

July 25 - Sundaes on Wednesday 

July 27 & 28 – Garage Sale 

Dinner and a Movie - Friday, June 29 

I Can Only Imagine 

The inspiring and unknown true story behind MercyMe's beloved song is a 
gripping reminder of the power of true forgiveness. Starring Dennis Quaid, 
J. Michael Finley, Brody Rose. 

Ladies’ Tea - May 5, 2018 
Table Angels:  from left, Barbara Bowman, 
Joanne Neal, Kay Doan Ritz, Sidney Doan,  
and Sarah Spearman. 

Darwin Geuther 
 1925 – 2018 

Danny Griffin 
 1943 - 2018 

 

Tai Chi for Beginners 

New Beginner Group - June 4, 11am  
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Everyone welcome. Don't hesitate to 
come in and give it a try if you are 
undecided.  

Around and About News 

The Ladies’ Tea came with beautiful 
weather and about 50 women gathered for 
an inspirational message from Kay Doan 
Ritz.  

The Blood Drive came in with 13 pints 
donated. Thanks to all that made a special 
effort to come out and give. 

In the basement, under the sanctuary, a 
gorgeous new hickory beam and steel 
columns are now supporting the south rear 
corner of the church. Thanks, Perfect 
Painters!  And thanks to whomever noticed 
that the floor needed fixing. 

 

Civil War Encampment  
Sat. June 23 

Breakfast  
Sunday June 24, 8am-12pm    
Danby Community Church 


