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22 and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.”
Luke 3: 22 - the baptism of Jesus by John
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The Baptism of Jesus
Epiphany, Sat., Jan. 6, 2018
When Jesus was all grown up, he went
into the wilds of the desert to find his
cousin, John the Baptizer. This is his first adult decision,
and his first adult appearance in public: presenting himself
to John for baptism.
John the Baptizer appears back at the beginning of Advent
in his prophetic role, the one who preaches in thunderous
tones that it is time for repentance.
But here he is in his other role. To people who believed
him and repented -- John administered a ritual washing in
rivers, a sign of their repentance from sin and return to the
Covenant between God and the People of God.
Now, why on earth would Jesus go out into the wilderness
to be baptized with this ritual cleansing? After all, this is the
Son of God who was "in every way as we are, except
without sin". Surely Jesus did not need a baptism of
repentance to mark the beginning of his adult public life
and ministry.
In the words of St. Paul, "God was in Christ, reconciling the
world to himself...," [2 Cor.5:19]. To put this in another way:
in everything that Jesus says and does, God is at work,
showing us how closely and intimately God relates to
humans who sin, and who need to repent and turn again.
Jesus stands in the Jordan River, just as he lay in the
stable as a baby, just as he will hang on the Cross of his
death, because God is in Christ, identifying himself with us
in every aspect of our births, lives and deaths, and in
solidarity with us. This Jesus is, we say, "Emmanuel," -God-with-us -- God for us, God with us, most especially in
the depths of our sin, most especially in our deepest need
for repentance. Angela V. Askew, January 12, 2003

Kings?
You may have noticed, when we read the gospel, that it
doesn't say anything about "Caspar, and Melchior and
Balthasar." Those names date from stories people told of
them in the Middle Ages, not from the Bible. And the Bible
doesn't even say that they are "kings." It calls them "magi" or
"wise men."
They were scientists, scholars, learned students of the stars
and the signs, and not necessarily "kings" at all -- though
Isaiah's prophecy, that "nations will stream to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawning," has helped us come
to think of them as royalty, not researchers.
But most important, the Bible says, they are "from the East."
They are from outside Israel, outside the ancient covenant
with the people of Israel. They are foreigners and strangers.
Having worshipped at the manger, the Wise Men carried the
light of Christ out into the world with them, as they returned to
their homes.
So we, too, are called to rise from our worship at the manger
and move steadily into the world, bearing the light of Christ -to the places we work, the places we study, the places we
play. And we are called always to welcome all who come to
share in the light.
Linda Strohmier, January 6, 1996
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/sermon/feast-epiphanyyear-sermon-day

Around and About News
Ninety people or more joined us for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner
(11/25). Our community dinner started 5 years ago with only 5 birds. The
guys (Pastor Ed, Bill Dunning, Lyn Rathbun, Tom Grey, and Dave Swartout)
fried a record 13 turkeys this time.
Meanwhile, a host of people put the dinner together, served, and cleaned
up. Charlene Testut planned and coordinated the whole affair.
The Newfield Women’s Retreat brought together over 60 women from 17
churches for a day of Prayer, Praise and Study. Pastor Ed ran the sound,
and many members of the church helped Charlene with the luncheon.
The sound system in the nursery is working. Our volunteers there can now
hear the service! Thanks, Dave! It’s a big deal. He also moved the controller
on the handicap lift to the wall for easy accessibility.

Three guys (Pastor Ed, Tom, Bill)
frying turkeys.
Below, left to right:
Four turkey frying pots.
Gloria Miller puts out food.
Dorothy & Melinda Daetsch
at our Thanksgiving dinner.
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Chicken & Biscuits

Blood Drive

Friday, Jan. 12, 5-7pm

Friday, Jan. 19, 1-6pm

Chicken, vegetables, dessert, drinks!
Donations accepted.

Walk-ins welcome, always!
Dunkin’ Donut January - All Donors will
receive a $5 Dunkin Donuts Gift Card.

Women’s Bible Study
Fridays 1pm, starting in January
All women are invited for an eleven week bible study on the
Fruit of the Spirit with David Jeremiah. Each week we
concentrate on one fruit and how it can lead to “A Life
Beyond Amazing” using a DVD and Study Guide. For more
info, please see Sharon Boda.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 21
After church!

Just One Request
Dear Master for this coming year
Just one request I bring:
I do not pray for happiness,
Or any earthly thing—
I do not ask to understand
The way Thou leadest me,
But this I ask: Teach me to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.

In His Shoes
Told to us by a Facebook friend in Buffalo at the end of
Nov. 2017. Night time temps were in the low 30’s.
“Alright, I feel there is a Facebook story in what happened
to me tonight so I will tell you guys and you decide.
I was out with friends tonight at a bar I frequent alot. A
police officer walks in and said someone called to
complain about a dog that was in a car for a while and a
guy at the bar says it's his car.
So he goes out and talks to the police,
and he comes back in, and I get kinda ***ty with him cause
going to the bar with your dog is a special kind of stupid to
me.

I want to know Thy guiding voice,
To walk with Thee each day.
Dear Master make me swift to hear
And ready to obey.
And thus the year I now begin
A happy year will be—
If I am seeking just to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
--Unknown Author

Well, he yells back he's homeless and he can't find a place
that will take him and his dog. I kinda left it at that, then I
was discussing things with the bartenders and they tell me
he's drinking water. I thought about it for a minute and I go
and rationally talk to the guy.
I apologized for jumping on him because my first
impression was he was a dirt bag. After talking to him, I
gave him my phone number and hooked him up with a
friend of mine that does construction work. I told him if I
were in his shoes I'd do the same thing. I have alot of
respect for people that try to keep their animals.”

Next month:
Chicken & Biscuits – 2/12

Birthdays

Senior Citizens’ Exercise
Monday & Thursdays at 9am.
A little stretching, a little walking,
a little work with hand weights,
and a lot of laughter!

1-3
1-5
1-6
1-8
1-10
1-13
1-16
1-18
1-20
1-26
1-31

Chris Everhart
Michele Dunning
Kathie DeWolfe
Betty Getz
Robert Doan
Johanna Husband
Natalia Rathbun
James Benninger
Michaela Nelson
Sean Norman
Eugenia Landers

