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Let the message of Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts. Colossians 3:16
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Hospitality Coordinator Check in
Here we are in September already!!! Summer is sooooooo
long in coming and so short in going. During the spring and
summer months we were busy as usual serving God and
Community.
Movie Night – “I Can Only Imagine” – was a big success.
There were over a 100 people in the Sanctuary watching
the movie. We served 6 sheet Pizzas from the Italian
Carryout – there wasn’t a piece left!!! Thanks to the Carry
Out that donated the 6th one – I had only ordered 5 but
when I went to pick them up they said they made a mistake
and made 6 – God was in the kitchen, he knew we would
need that extra one. Thanks to Janet Gray for setting up
the event. Also thank you to the Popcorn “Scoopers”,
Lorena and Diana.
Sundaes on Wednesdays – 2 of the nights were very soggy
but we carried on. The first Wednesday the Ithaca Concert
Band was supposed to play but got washed out. We had an
Ice Cream Social in the Fellowship Hall anyway, along with
hot dogs and hamburgers. About 70 people came, ate, and
enjoyed each other’s company. The second night (Aug 1)
was more successful. Under Construction played outside
while the community enjoyed music and food. The third
night (Aug 8) was again a rainy night in New York! We
moved into the Fellowship Hall and listened to The Dean
Goble Band. Many thanks go to the cooks for the event –
Dave Swartout, Tom Gray, Bill Dunning and Danny
Wheeler. They cooked under the canopy in the downpour.
They are truly God’s Servants! You know God’s Hand is in
everything – the second Wednesday when we were able to
sit outside, the Woman’s Group had a Yard Sale in the
Fellowship Hall. Both activities would not have fit in the one
spot – God took care of it!!!
The building was used for many activities over the summer.
Tai Chi met and still meets on Mondays and Wednesdays,
Senior Strength Training is here Mondays and Thursdays.
The Danby Youth Program used the Fellowship Hall and
kitchen for their program. The kitchen was rented to
prepare food for a wedding. Food Pantry, as usual, is the
third Thursday of the month.
As we move into the Fall and Winter months, we will again
serve the Community. November is the Election Day Dinner
and Community Thanksgiving Dinner. January will start the
Chicken and Biscuit Dinners. We are planning another
movie night – the movie is yet to be determined.
Lastly, if you have an idea or suggestion that you would like
to do, let me or Pastor Ed know. Even if you “borrow” the
idea from another Church.
We serve God through the Community, Charlene Testut

Our Stained Glass Windows
Parts of the Gunderman windows in the sanctuary are in
the hands of master glazier, Tony Serviente, being
repaired. All stained glass windows need to be taken
apart and releaded every century. Ours are about that old.
The ventilators were bowing out, and the glass cracking.
The remaining portions of the windows are in better shape
but will need to be done as well.
Interestingly, our windows had black ornamental designs
painted on top of the glass. You can still see their ghost.

Hymns
In our culture, we seldom talk about our troubles. Life is
hard enough and after all, who wants to hear complaints
all the time? As a result, we often feel stifled and alone.
Because of this cultural silence, when we sing of our
troubles in hymns, there is an acknowledgement of our
pain and an assurance of support. Look at how popular
the words to Amazing Grace are. They stick in our minds.
Read the names of the hymns listed on the front cover.
Can’t you just hear them in your mind? Doesn’t it make
you happy?
In singing together, we shoulder difficulties together. We
unite in musical prayer. Singing is healthy; singing in a
group is an antidote to loneliness. It improves posture,
breathing, and mood. Hymns remind us to be grateful,
and gratitude is powerful medicine.
The controlled breathing when singing hymns is as
effective in inducing calm as the breathing in meditation
and yoga. Studies from Harvard and Yale indicate singing
in a chorus may prolong life. Singing definitely keeps us
mentally active.
Jesus commands us to spread the faith, but that’s
extremely hard to do, especially now given the war on
Christianity. Singing hymns gives us the words to say out
loud that we lack in our everyday testimony. Perhaps,
running a hymn through our heads will give us courage to
talk to others outside our church.
About our cover: Gail Mazourek created this
artwork referencing hymns for a piece written
by her daughter, Cynthia Machamer. You can
read Cynthia’s poem in the newsletter on the
North Pres. Church, Williamsville, NY site.

The St. Francis Prayer of Peace
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen. Feast of St. Francis – Oct. 4
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Sunday School

On Singing Psalms

October 7, 2018 – 8:45am Sundays

by Richard Leach. An excerpt.
As Christian worship evolved, from a synagogue service
joined with the Lord's Supper to the elaborate medieval
Mass, psalms were the key to its song. Psalms were
sung in various ways. One popular way was
responsorial--a soloist singing the psalm text in sections,
the people responding to each section with a refrain.
By the fourth or fifth century music was becoming more
complex. The people's response was dropped, and
psalms were sung only by a choir. This began a silencing
of the congregation's singing that grew and continued
until the Reformation.
The Reformation restored congregational song. Martin
Luther wrote psalm-based hymns, including his most
popular, "A Mighty Fortress," on Psalm 46. Since the
tunes are regular, the irregular psalm verses were
reshaped.
About 200 years after the Reformation began, Isaac
Watts wrote psalm versions that were freer and more
poetic. "Joy to the World,” is Watts's version of Psalm 98.
Watts wrote several hundred hymns as well, and cleared
the ground for others to do so. Erik Routley calls him the
"liberator of hymnody in English." The vast work of
Charles Wesley, and many other writers, followed.
By the early 20th century, psalm singing was again in
eclipse in North American churches. For the most part,
hymns were sung, and the psalm, if there was one, was
read as a scripture lesson or spoken responsively by the
worship leader and the people.
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10-3
10-4
10-5
10-6
10-9
10-10
10-11

10-6
10-10
10-21

Ted Merritt
Ann Harris
Sheila Enstine
Dawn Smith
David Mastroberti
Nancy Weitzel
Gloria Benson
Gloria Miller
Lynn Rathbun
Douglas Dean
David VanDeMark

Dinner & A Movie
October 19, 2018
Dinner - Pizza & Salad at 5:30pm
Movie at 7pm
Paul, Apostle of Christ is a 2018 biblical drama film
written and directed by Andrew Hyatt. It stars James
Faulkner as St. Paul and Jim Caviezel (who portrayed Jesus
in the 2004 film The Passion of the Christ) as St. Luke.
It is the story of two men, Paul and Luke. Luke, as a friend
and physician, risks his life when he ventures into Rome to
visit Paul, held captive in Nero’s prison. The two men
struggle against a determined emperor and the frailties of
the human spirit in order to live out the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and spread their message to the world.

Safe Sanctuary Policy Review & Covenant Renewal
Thursday, October 18th, 2018 at 6:30 pm

Birthdays
10-1

Introduction to the Old Testament
All are welcome, age 18 & up.
This broad overview will help participants understand
where we got the Bible, the different kinds of literature in
the Old Testament, how to approach each genre, and
how they are connected. The gatherings will include
discussion time as well as study...and coffee, lots of
coffee. See Sheila for more info.

10-15
10-17
10-21
10-24
10-25
10-27
10-28
10-29
10-29
10-29

Richard Hautala
Nathan Rathbun
Thomas Gray
Joyce Moore
Carl Ball
Paul Moore
Eliza Enstine
Brenda Leonard
Dave Swartout
Melvin VanGorder

Anyone who works with children or youth in programs
conducted by the Danby Community Church is required to
attend the session. Please see Sheila for more info.
Children are never left alone with one adult - 2 adults are
always present, and all rooms have glass in the doors.
These workers will have passed background checks and
have attended yearly training sessions.

Anniversaries
Lauren & Nate Gonzalez
Charles & Yvonne Everhart
Bill & Michelle Dunning

Ongoing Programs
Prayer Hours – Tues, Thurs, Sat.
Sr. Strength Training – Mon. & Thurs. 9am
Tai Chi – Mon. & Wed. 11am, new session Oct. 1
Women’s Bible Study – Fridays at 1pm

Women’s Bible Study - Fridays at 1pm
Next Month
Election Day Dinner – Tues, Nov. 6
Craft Fair – Nov. 10
Blood Drive – Nov. 16 Help Thanksgiving
travelers.
Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Nov. 24

