


Random Thoughts and Ramblings

Praise God, we live in an amazing and intensely beautiful world! 1
drove from Ithaca to Fayetteville, NC and back over the week of
Thanksgiving, approximately 1,375 miles. It was a wonderful trip. It
is a privilege to take some time to appreciate what surrounds us, both
in nature and people. The Shenandoah Valley is beautiful any time
of the year.

It amazes me that Israel is approximately 290 miles, north to south.
I drove 5 times that far last week and only covered a tiny fraction of
the United States.

I had two special blessings during Thanksgiving week. Two items
were crossed off my bucket list.

1.1 got to visit “Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar.” Yummm! I’ve always
wanted to go there for no other reason than I love the name, but that
is reason enough for me.

2. I visited a Buc-ee’s in South Carolina. I still don’t exactly know
what to call this place. It’s a gas station with 100 pumps (no trucks
allowed) and a full service convenience store that is totally over the
top outrageous. It is a cultural phenomenon, spreading out from
Texas. I wanted to see one for myself and now I have. Awesome.
To quote my son, “Gas station BBQ shouldn’t be this good.” It was
worth the visit.

An observation from the road: “South of the Boarder” in SC used to
be a wonderful place to stop on Rt. 95 heading to or from Florida.
Now it’s empty, but a few miles further down the highway Buc ee’s
has an overflow crowd in the hundreds, enjoying great BBQ brisket
sandwiches served fresh right out of the smoker. Times have certain-
ly changed since I was a kid.

It was 23 degrees in Fayetteville the Saturday morning after Thanks-
giving. People there were shocked. It felt normal to me.
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From the Pastor continued from page 2

In the northern hemisphere, we are used to Thanksgiving and Christmas arriving as we approach winter. I wonder
how the people of the southern hemisphere feel when singing about sleigh bells ringing and snow glistening as they
approach spring? I guess it’s all in what you grow up with.

On the troubling and baffling side of goings on in the world: More civilians were killed or wounded in this
country —which is supposed to be experiencing peace and joy during the last weekend in November —than in the
Ukrainian rocket attacks from Russia. We definitely need more God and much less godless social media. Can I get
an amen?

By just taking a minute to ponder our blessings, life will always take on a brighter hue, even in the cold, dark, and
sometimes drab palette of winter. If Jesus is the light of the world and we are His people, we should be glowing
with positivity!

Back to church matters: Everyone, both clergy and laity, that I’ve talked to about our new Paws to Remember out-
reach have been impressed. Grief is a real issue when we lose our special friends and few are more special than our
pets. We continue to do trainings and plan our first outreach in early January.

Blue Christmas is Sunday Dec. 21, at 7 p.m., the longest night of the year. If you know anyone struggling with
Christmas due to loss or change, please invite them to the service. The Blue Christmas service has always been an
intense and beautiful time of remembrance.

On a personal note: December 2025 will be an interesting month. I’m scheduled for cataract surgeries. By New
Year’s Day 2026 I’ll have a whole new outlook on life! From then on, I’ll be able to see who is sleeping through the

Sunday service. Perhaps my theme song will be “I Can See Clearly Now.”

No matter what befalls us, no matter how things change, life in Jesus Christ is not just good, it is great!

weltome{OME

a place where you belong

Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 am.
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Church @ [0:30a.m.
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7p.m.
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7p.m.
Women's Bible Study 2nd Fridays @ [2noon.

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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"T'he world was blind,
the boughs were bent,

All ways and paths were wild:

"Then the veil of cloud apart was rent,
And here was born a Child.

T'he ancient dome of heaven sheer
Was pricked with distant light;

A star came shining white and clear

Alone above the night.

Noel
" Grim was the world and grey last night:
The moon and stars were fled,

"T'he hall was dark without song or light,
"T'he fires were fallen dead.

The wind in the trees was like to the sea,
And over the mountains’ tecth

It whistled bitter-cold and free,

As a sword leapt from its sheath.

"T'he lord of snows upreared his head;
His mantle long and pale

Upon the bitter blast was spread

And hung o'er hill and dale.

I e

e

In the dale of dark in that hour of birth
One voice on a sudden sang;:

"Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth
Together at midnight rang.

Mary sang in this world below:

They heard her song arise

O’er mist and over mountain snow

To the walls of Paradise,

And the tongue of many bells was stirred
in Heaven’s towers to ring

When the voice of mortal maid was heard,
That was mother of Heaven’s King.

Glad is the world and fair this night

With stars about its head,

And the hall is filled with laughter and light,
And fires are burning red.

The bells of Paradise now ring

With bells of Christendom,

And Gloria, Gloria we will sing

That God on earth is come.

JRR Golkein

L1 1
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Spiritual Development Report

Important Dates for December 2025:
We began Advent on Sunday November 30" this year. The liturgical colors are purple symbolizing the royalty

of our King, Christ Jesus, and pink symbolizing joy.
The Blue Christmas service will be Sunday evening, December 21%. The Blue Christmas service recognizes that
for some people the Christmas season is not joyful. Many are grieving losses and this service igintended to help
with the journey of grief. o el

The Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 PM, Wednesday evening, December 24™. ' 4
Christmas Day is Thursday, December 25%.

Adult Small Groups:
The Sunday morning group is studying five of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament—Joel, Jonah, Amos,

Hosea, and Micah. The group meets at 8:45 a.m. Sunday morning.

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship group gathers at 7 p.m. with the praise team, followed by a time of fel-
lowship and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 p.m. Pastor Ed is leading a study on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets weekly on Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. The group is currently
viewing the second season of The Chosen. Contact Suzanne Walker for more information.

Nursery and Children’s Church:
Each Sunday, babies and children through age five are welcome to visit our nursery. Children ages six through ten are

welcome to attend Children’s Church, which begins around 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Opportunities:
*  Monthly Prayer Calendar: The sign-up sheet for the December Prayer Calendar will be distributed on Sunday

December 7". Filled-in hard copies will be available at the church and those with email will receive digital
copies.

* In-person Prayer: We host a Zoom prayer meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Contact Sheila if you would like
a link to the meeting.

* Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96(@gmail.com.

Congregational Care: Thank you to all of you who call, visit, provide meals, intercede in prayer, and in general reveal
Christ’s love to one another.

Sheila Enstine, Spritual Development Coordinator

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page (just
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website:
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to *“like” our page or post
a comment.
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Mission Spotlight
Salvation Army

The Christmas season is the busiest time of the year for our local Salvation Army. They have already packed 347 family
Christmas boxes. The Angel Tree program of gift buying for children is in full swing with trees around the area such as at
the Mall and Walmart, which are conveniently located near where you can take an angel tag, purchase a suggested gift and
leave it (with its tag) unwrapped in the nearby box to be collected. The last date to drop off a gift is December 12™.

Most people are aware of the bell ringers and their kettles around the city. These are manned by volunteers and monies are
used to help fund programs at Christmas and throughout the year. This year DCC is ringing bells Dec. 9 and 16 from noon
till 4pm at the TOPS Market on Triphammer Road. To sign up for an hour or two please call Suzanne Walker 607-342-
1647 or 607-564-7801.

If you would like to contribute directly to Salvation Army Red Kettle Fund send to or drop off a check at Salvation Army
Ithaca, 150 Albany Street, Ithaca NY 14850 or call with questions 607-273-2400 or go online to the Ithaca SA to donate.

Following are programs that run throughout the year: Meals for the community, seniors, and youth; providing for tempo-
rary housing; food distributions (Kitchen Cupboard, food pantry, Our Brothers and Sisters Table); singing groups; worship
services; Bible studies; devotions; youth groups; youth troops; programs for seniors; and others I may have missed. These
programs are all part of the SA commitment to assess the needs, deliver programming, and direct ministries for the com-
munity.

The Salvation Army Thrift Stores (not to be confused with the local unit of the SA written about above) raise funds for the
rehabilitation facilities and charitable residential programs that the SA has supported for over 100 years.

-Suzanne Walker, Mission Coordinator

s Christmas Tea

o Saturday, December 13th
Ipm-3pm
Danby Community Church 2
1859 Danby Rd, Ithaca, NY ==

A Christmas Tea will be held Saturday, December 13th from 1pm-3pm at the Danby Community Church for
the women of the church, their family and friends. Join us for light refreshments, singing, Christmas activities
and fellowship. Please sign up this month at the church or church office.
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THE CHOSEN

Watch Night Party
["l'i(lﬂy,, December 12
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Danby Community Church

Join us for The Chosen Holy Night Watch Party
Christmas goodies to munch while you watch.
Discussion to follow after the movie.

BLUE

CHRISTMAS
SERVICE

Sunday, December 21
7pm

b service of reflection and remembranee,
Aservice of healing and hope.

DANBY COMMUNITY CHURCH
1859 DANBY RD,, ITHACA, NY
H07.272.1687
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org "5

A

Welcome Home!!

Check out what is going on at Danby Church at:
danbychureh.org

The Chosen Holy Night Watch Party

Friday, December 12 @6:30p.m.
Christmas Tea

Saturday, December 13, 1p.m. - 3p.m.

Blue Christmas

Sunday, December 21 @7p.m.

Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, Dec 24 @ 7p.m.




