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From Our Pastor!
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In 1923 the world was quite different. 

The great Kenton earthquake killed 142,000 people in Japan.  Howard 
Carter found and opened the tomb of a little-known Pharaoh we all know 
today as King Tut.  The most popular movies were The Ten Command-
ments and The Hunchback of Notre Dame.   Both were silent films.

The first game was played at Yankee Stadium.  Warren G. Harding was 
President, presiding over a relatively peaceful and prosperous time in our 
history.  The Congregational Church of Danby (that was our church’s 
name) was only 116 years old.

One hundred years ago, day-to-day life was much simpler but also a 
more difficult struggle, with its own set of challenges for the common 
folk.  Health care was still basic. Life expectancy was 56 years for men 
and 58 for women.  

 Childhood diseases were rampant.  Social safety nets were not extensive 
or comprehensive. Social Security did not exist.  Retirement was re-
served for the wealthy.   Churches played a bigger role in offering hope, 
comfort, and community.   The pace of change was slower but already 
starting to accelerate.

Today we are safer and healthier, but we harbor more fears than our 
culture has ever felt, even in times of war and depression. We experience 
change at a rate that is mentally and spiritually exhausting.

However, the Church is still here with the same message of faith in Jesus 
Christ and hope for all who seek Him.  We still serve the world around 
us, even as people pull away from the sacred treasure we offer. 

All people need the message we proclaim and fewer are hearing it.  This 
year gives us a new opportunity to proclaim, through word and deed, the 
peace and glory of God.  We are returning to being an active church, a 
light in a dark world.
Every new year brings with it expectations of hope and dread.  Like 
every year, 2023 will witness events never seen before and some we 
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Continued from page 2

will hope to never see again. But no matter what befalls us in the next 365 days, we will face it all with courage and 
hope.  The Kingdom of God is alive and well right here, right now.

Our job is to be ready to receive those who hurt and bind their wounds.  Our purpose is to be a blessing as we ma-
ture into true Disciples of Jesus Christ.

Scripture reveals our running instructions. Our direction is refined by prayer.  We trust that Jesus Christ will energize 
us as we join in what He desires for our community.  May we be granted a full measure of grace plus the privilege of 
revival and growth in 2023. 

The Missions Ministry Area is happy to report that 25 Christmas shoebox gifts were delivered to needy children in 
Newfield. These families greatly appreciated this project, lead by Daryl Snyder.  Daryl spends time on Saturdays 
ministering to the people and has received a great response.

On December 3rd the Church hosted the annual Women’s Holiday Retreat. This was a wonderful time of seed plant-
ing and fellowship. The various speakers were inspirational, and we were blessed by an amazing solo by Mabel 
Welch, who visits DCC on occasion with a huge and beautiful voice! 
 
This year Suzanne Walker headed the gifts for homebound people project. These gifts were delivered to anyone 
known to be homebound and needing a visit.

The Church sent 190 Bibles to the children at St. Joseph’s Indian School in Chamberlain, South Dakota, and the 
school sent a quick thank you note.

Once again, Danby Community Church has shown itself to be a church of love. Happy New Year!

Missions Report
from Dale and Judy Horton
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Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed?  It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion.  Send 
your questions to Janet Gray at jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News

continued on page 5

Danby Community Church 
Administrative Council Meeting

December 12, 2022.

Present.  Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Charlene Testut, Judy and Dale Horton, Dave McDermitt, and Katy Prince. 
Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 7:10 pm.

CLERK’S MINUTES. November meeting minutes: dates listed for Advent were corrected and amended 
minutes sent to the church clerk (Lynn). Motion to approve as amended (Dale), second (Katy).
Carried.

FINANCIAL SEC’Y REPORT: Dave gave November report. $100 repast contribution listed in pass-through should 
be renamed as contribution for memorial service and moved to the General account. Motion to approve (Sheila), second 
(Charlene). Carried.

TREASURER REPORT: Paula absent, no report.

NEW BUSINESS/Looking Ahead. 
- Church annual meeting is planned for January 15th which gives time to announce it at least 3 times prior per 

rules. Get reports to Lynn as soon as possible. 

- To allow church bills to be paid in January prior to church meeting, a motion was made to allow Paula to pay 
essential bills in January. Motion (Charlene), second (Katy).

REPORTS.

Hospitality.  
- Donuts and coffee for the community will not be done this month but will re-start in January and may move 

from Friday to Monday, perhaps the 2nd Monday.

- Katy proposed having a 2nd dish-to-pass roundtable discussion with the same topics used in September. Pro-
posed date is after church on Sunday, Jan. 29th.

Spiritual Development.  The church is in the season of Advent which continues through December 24th. Christmastide 
runs from 12/25 through 1/06/23. (Those 12 days are the real “12 days of Christmas”.) After 1/06, the church calendar 
recognizes the season of Epiphany.

Current Small Groups:    
Sunday morning group 8:45-9:45am. Current series studying Philippians & Colossians will restart on January 
1st with Sheila leading.
Women’s Bible Study: The group’s study of Margaret Feinberg’s “The Verbs of God”, has concluded. Their 
new study is looking at what it means to be a “Grinch”. Contact Suzanne Walker for more information. 
Thursday night Bible study. Pastor Ed is leading a study of the Gospel of Matthew. Open to all
Currently the group is in chapter 5, the Beatitudes.
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Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post 
a comment. Comtinued on Page 6

continued from page 4

continued on page 6

Wednesday Night Praise and Fellowship informal gathering at 7pm for praise, sharing, 
fellowship, and prayer requests.

Nursery and Youth Church: 
The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five, as needed.

Youth Church is available for ages 6-10 (1st – 5th grades) if there are students. Copies of the volunteer schedule 
including greeters & ushers are on wall above the water cooler and emailed to participants. 

Prayer Opportunities:
- Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at “katyprince96@gmail.com”.
- In-person:  Saturday mornings at 8:00 am and Pastor Ed is available for prayer and conversation in the Sanctu-
ary on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:00 pm. Additionally, Sheila is considering starting a Zoom prayer time.

Flowers:
- Thank you to Doug Nash and Paula for the continued donations of flowers.

Christmas gifts for Homebound individuals:
- Thank you to Suzanne Walker for organizing this; please contact her for more details.

Trustees.  
- We are celebrating the installation of the new fellowship hall entrance doors by Dave Mastroberti and Dan 

Vorrasi! They made a big difference for the latest food delivery from the food bank as the truck driver was able 
to move the food pallets right through the open door, saving time and labor (and back pain).

- The two large, old trees in front of the sanctuary were taken down; it was determined they interior rot, so it 
is fortunate they were removed before they fell. The associated pole attached to trees to light the sanctuary 
façade will be reimagined and reconfigured sometime in the spring.

- Trustees voted to accept the SPOC’s report that they proceed with report to the church concerning vote to af-
filiate with the 4C’s (see SPOC, below).

SPOC.
- Check newsletter for open positions including: Administrative Council Chair, Trustee (2 openings), SPOC (1 

opening), Council clerk.

- Recommends affiliation with the 4C’s (the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference) – an evangelical 
Protestant Christian denomination with headquarters in Lake Elmo, Minnesota, a suburb of St. Paul.

- Recommends an alternative to church membership called church ‘partnership’. These would be renewed yearly 
in a format to-be-determined but perhaps with a ‘Partnership Sunday’.
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This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

Continued from page 5

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am
Sunday Adult Education Class  @ 8:45am
Youth Church @ 10:30am
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Communion, Conversation and Prayer 5-6pm
Thursdays - Bible Study @ 7pm
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Saturday, 8am

Missions: 
- the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas catalog has interesting gifts - similar to Heifer International’s but a bit differ-
ent. One catalog item for $350 goes to help international families with livestock. It was decided to purchase this 
as well as give money allocated to Heifer International.
- The women’s Christmas retreat was held as planned with 46 attendees and was a wonderful time of fellowship, 
singing, praise, prayer, and testimony.
- The Food Pantry distributed 59 frozen turkeys - courtesy of Tioga Downs - at the November food pantry.
- Daryl delivered 28 Christmas boxes to children at Newfield’s Ward’s trailer park.
- 190 age-appropriate Bibles were mailed to the St. Joseph’s Indian school in South Dakota.
- Second Wind Cottages is building a new apartment building in Dryden for women.

  
SAP:  No meeting.

Motion to adjourn (Katy), second (Dale). Meeting ended at 8:15. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Respectfully submitted, 
David McDermitt, Administrative council clerk
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Danby Community Church Dish-To-Pass Round Table Discussion Event
You’re invited!

Join us on January 29, 2023 for 
● Church at 10:00 am
● Dish-to-pass Lunch at 11:30am 
● Round Table Discussions at 12:00 pm

● 6 Topics!
● Intentional Grandparenting
● Justice vs Righteousness
● Youth - Peer Pressure
● Planting Seeds and Harvesting Workers
● Intercessory Prayer - Standing in the Gap
● Let Your Yes be Yes and Your No be No
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Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine

Important Dates: 
As of Christmas Day, December 25th, we entered the Season of Christmastide.  Christmastide ends on January 6th each 
year with the celebration of Epiphany. 

Epiphany is from the Greek word “epiphaneia,” translated “manifestation” or “appearance.”  It is always observed on 
the 12th day of Christmas to celebrate the Magi’s arrival in Bethlehem and their recognition of Jesus as King of the 
Jews.  Their reverence towards Jesus reveals that He is also King of the Gentiles. Two other events celebrated during 
Epiphany are Jesus’ turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11) and his baptism by his cousin John 
(Matthew 3:13-17). 

Adult Small Groups:    
·	 The Sunday morning study group will resume the study of Philippians and Colossians on Sunday, January 1st.  

The group meets at 8:45 am.

·	 The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship gathers at 7 pm with the praise team. After worship, we have a 
time of koinonia (sharing our faith) and prayer requests.

·	 The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 pm.  Pastor Ed is leading a study on the Gospel of Matthew.  

·	 The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets at 1:00 PM in the All Saints Room. See Suzanne Walker if 
you are interested in joining the study.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.
 
Children’s Church:  After the Morning Prayer on Sundays, children ages 6 through 10 are welcome to attend Chil-
dren’s Church.  Thank You to Debbie Alve, Katy Prince, and Janet Gray for volunteering to lead Children’s Church and 
to all the volunteers for their loving care of babies, toddlers, and children.
 
Prayer Opportunities:  

·	 New!!! Remote Prayer Gathering:  You are invited to Zoom prayer meetings on Tuesdays at 6:00 PM. The first 
one will be Tuesday, January 10, 2023. You do not need a Zoom account to participate.  Let Sheila Enstine know 
if you’re interested and she will send an email to you with the meeting link. It’s easy!

·	 In-person Prayer:  If remote prayer meetings don’t appeal to you, we also offer an in-person prayer time in 
the Sanctuary on Saturday mornings at 8:00 am.  This is an opportunity to petition the Lord for others and for 
ourselves without the distractions we often encounter at home or on the road.  

·	 Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com. 

Congregational Care: Thank you to everyone who has seen a need and responded in love. Thank you to Paula Nelson 
and Doug Nash for faithfully arranging for flower deliveries.   
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Word Search
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Updates from Staff Pastor Oversight Committee (SPOC)
By Katy Prince, SPOC Chair

There are a couple of very important updates from the Staff Pastor Oversight Committee that we would like you to 
know about.  
1. Nominations for 2023 have been discussed and we have two or three vacancies that are in need of being filled.  If 

you are interested in any of the following, please contact someone from SPOC and plan on attending the church an-
nual meeting in January 2023 (actual date to be determined, but usually a Sunday right after church).

a. Trustee
b. SPOC member
c. Administrative Council Chair
d. Church Clerk

2. Membership of the Danby Community Church has changed since we have become an independent church.  The 
members of SPOC are recommending we no longer think of ourselves as “members” but as Partners in this Church.  
Membership has developed undertones of having dues, specific requirements of service, etc.  But, partnership as 
defined by the SPOC is: a formal relationship between the Danby Community Church and the Christian attend-
ing on a regular basis.  This Partnership is really just a reflection of the relationships with the Triune God (Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit), the Christian, the local Church, and community that already exist within the body of 
Christ Jesus.

a. 1 Corinthians 1: 4-9 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait 
for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (Emphasis mine)

b. 1 Corinthians 12:12 - 14 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.

Each year SPOC is going to ask all partners of the Danby Community Church to renew their partnership.  Please don’t 
fret about this, it is just a way for us to all love Jesus, love one another, and keep our relationships current and rel-
evant.

3. And lastly SPOC is recommending that as a Church we affiliate with the Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference (CCCC) - which has been referred to recently as the 4C Conference. Our pastor is already a member 
of the CCCC Conference. In order for our church to become a member of the CCCC Conference, we must vote on 
this proposal at the annual conference in January 2023.  I am including here some information and areas where you 
can do your own research on the CCCC conference and we ask that you prayerfully discern what God is calling us 
to do. 
a. Reasoning:

i. Being part of something bigger than ourselves.  Ecclesiastes 4:12, “And though one might prevail against 
another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 
1. Between our church, a supporting conference, and God we would have a threefold cord and not be 

quickly broken!  
ii. Support - the CCCC Conference offers support for member churches.

continued on page 11
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1. Financial Health Resources
a. Assistance in a financial crisis (hopefully we will never need)
b. Free training resources (we could all take advantage of training in growth in the Kingdom of God).

2. Resource sharing
3. Support in finding a new pastor when the time comes
4. Spiritual support and connection with other Christians who love Jesus, love one another, and desire to 

make disciples for God.
b. Information about the CCCC.

i. To affiliate ourselves officially with the CCCC, we must do the following process  (direct from the CCCC 
website): “Churches seeking membership in the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference must 
affirm without reservation our Statement of Faith and our Statement of Polity (see the CCCC Constitution, 
Articles III & IV) and must affirm our Code of Ethics for Churches. Any church in full agreement with these 
statements, having duly voted to associate with the CCCC, may submit an application for membership.  
After the application has been received, an interview with a CCCC Area Representative will be scheduled to 
begin the membership process.”
1. The CCCC Statement of Faith:

a. We believe the Bible consisting of the Old and New Testament, to be the only inspired, inerrant, infal-
lible, authoritative Word of God written.

b. We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
c. We believe in the deity of Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicari-

ous and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right 
hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.

d. We believe that for salvation of lost and sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely es-
sential.

e. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling power and fullness the 
Christian is enabled to live a godly life in this present evil world.

f. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection 
of life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation.

g. We believe in the spiritual unity of all believers in Christ.
2. Code of Ethics (high points, more information is available in the CCCC Constitution Addendum)

a. Believing that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church
b. Believing that the local church is an expression of the family of God
c. Believing that the Church is a universal body
d. Believing that the witness of the church in the community affects the ministry of that church to the 

community and reflects on Christ, the Head of the Church
e. Believing that our membership in the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference is not only 

a privilege but also involves responsibility
f. Believing that the pastor and other spiritual leaders are shepherds of Christ’s flock

ii. The CCCC at the website: https://www.ccccusa.com/about-us/

I know this is a lot to think about and I’ve been praying about this for a long time.  I pray you will pray for discernment 
with me too and be prepared to come and vote what God places on your heart in January.  If you have any questions 
please contact me (katyprince96@gmail.com, 607-351-6410), or Pastor Ed.

continued from page 10



   
Annual Meeting

January 15th @ 11:30am (after church)

Dish-to-Pass Round Table Discussion
January 29 @ 11:30am (after church)

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!
What’s Happening?!?


