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From Our Pastor!

The Stage is Set For 2026

Salt and Light - Matthew 13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the
world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let
your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:13-16).

We are salt and light in a decaying and darkening world. This is an
awesome responsibility, but one we joyfully accept. We must continue
to shine our light in our community. Our neighbors might not under-
stand us or agree with us, but they know we are here and they will
know us by our love and charity to all.

This will be both my article for the January 2026 Newsletter and our
2025 Annual Report—two birds with one stone. Everything we do
in the coming year will grow from the foundation of our accomplish-
ments in 2025.

Financial and Fiscal Responsibility:

Our capital campaign achieved its primary goals of funding a variety
of improvements and upkeep. We finished the year with new floor-
ing in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall, which was a pressing need.
Our roofing, electrical, and structural integrity are up to date. We are
aware of smaller maintenance projects and several doors that need re-
placing in the coming year. Thank you all for contributions both large
and small. We have some money available going into 2026, but please
pray about continuing to contribute to our building fund. A two-hun-
dred-year-old building requires constant care and upkeep.

Although we haven’t persuaded the Town to let us update our sign, we
have not given up. Our town government has told us it is against local
laws to replace our sign, however, with God all things are possible.
Pray that hearts and minds will soften towards granting us a variance
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From the Pastor continued from page 2

to move forward. It is my hope that we will find agreement with the powers that be during 2026.

Outreach:

We have seen people come and go from our fellowship in 2025. This is normal for a small community church with
an older congregation. New people have joined us and more will be coming through our doors in 2026, God willing.
Prayer is essential for growth.

Community outreach and cooperation increased with several local, secular organizations this past year. Our neigh-
bors are welcome to use our facilities and join in various events held in our facility and on our grounds. If all goes
well this will increase in the coming year. People shouldn’t be afraid to step foot in a church.

Prayer and Bible Study:

Everything we do has been and continues to be bathed in prayer and examined in light of Scripture. We continue to
pray, collectively and individually, for our church family and the world. There is never enough prayer, but people
are praying in our building and at home every day. Three Bible studies are ongoing on Thursday, Friday, and Sun-
day. Please join one or all of them.

It is essential that everyone continue to invite friends and family to join us in worship and fellowship. Remember:
Make a friend; be a friend; and lead that friend to Christ. We pray that others may come to know Christ as Lord and
Savior. We must be quick to invite people to come and see, regardless of what they believe. Our faith in Christ can
stand the test of examination, and there is no offense to be found in demonstrating the Fruit of the Spirit.

One year runs into another. It is amazing to think that this year we will complete the first quarter of the 21* century.
I sometimes wonder how those fine folk who gathered together to form this church in 1807 would feel about us
today. I think they would be pleased.

I pray in thanksgiving that 2025 was a good year of salt and light. I trust in God’s grace that 2026 will be even bet-

' WeleomdlOME

a place where you belong

Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30a.m..

Tueeday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Wednesdayg, Live Music & Conversation @ 7:00 p.m.
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study 2nd Fridays @ [2noon (resumes in Feb)

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Administrative Council Meeting
November 10, 2025
Present: Sheila Enstine, Paula Nelson, Suzanne Walker, Charlene Testut, Ed Enstine, Katy Prince
Called to order 7:00 p.m. Opening Prayer- Ed

Clerk’s Minutes: Gloria/Charlene -- Approved

Old Business:
Electrical inspection for church insurance, not available in this area - no one does them - did show pictures of elec-
trical boxes and lighting rods

Reports:
Hospitality/Fellowship:
Election dinner had 75 people attend. All donations went to Cemetery. Food paid for by anonymous donor.

Spiritual Development:
Bible studies going well, no change. Sheila and Paula will select a gift for Doug Nash from Harry and David.

Food Pantry:
New flow still a work in progress. Community group planning a dish-to-pass dinner to benefit the Food Pantry

Trustees:
Floor and windows done. Painting of Fellowship Hall when the weather limits Dan’s Landscape work.

Upcoming events: December 6th- wreath making in afternoon and community dinner 5p.m.—7 p.m.; December
13th Woman’s Tea 1 p.m.—3 p.m.

Missions:

Shoe boxes due by November 23rd, to be delivered to Bethel Grove (collection site).

Suzanne will arrange for bell ringing for church to participate. Sunday school children selected animals to buy for
the Heifer Project and selected a Goat- not sure if available.

SPOC:

Working on partnership agreements and nominations for officers for next year. Notice in November newsletter.
Need a community liaison (must be a partner for at least a year).

SAP: didn’t meet, but planning activities — PAWS —pet loss grief group; corn hole group.

Meeting adjourned 7:54p.m. Ed ended with prayer

Minutes submitted by Charlene Testut

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page (just
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website:
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to ‘“like” our page or post
a comment.
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Administrative Council Special Meeting
12/21/12025

The December 2025 Administrative Council Meeting on December 8" did not have a quorum. A special meeting was
called December 21, 2025 after church.

Present: Linda Hanson, Suzanne Walker, Charlene Testut, Katy Prince, Paula Nelson, Ed Enstine
Call to order; Opening Prayer- Pastor Ed

Spending Plan-Motion to approve and submit at Annual Meeting-Charlene/Linda; carried Motion to pay bills in Janu-
ary until Annual Meeting- Charlene/Suzanne; carried

Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 18, 2026 after church with a dish-to-pass.
Collection for Christmas Eve - Ed suggested it go to the Ukrainian Church- all agreed.
Meeting adjourned

Minutes submitted by Charlene Testut

Mission Spotlight

There are many missions that we as a church support, but
what about you? What missions, non-profits or causes do
you personally support?

We would love to hear from you and will feature them in the
next newsletter.

I’11 go first. One of the non-profits that Tom and I support
is Finger Lakes Pregnancy Care (formerly known as Ithaca
Pregnancy Center).

y ) Finger Lakes

Pregnancy Care

(Finger Lakes Pregnancy Care (FLPC) has expanded the
services they offer that are free, confidential and not judge-
mental. The services they offer are pregnancy tests, option
information, limited on-site ultrasound, one-on-one support,
healthy relationship mentoring, expectant parenting support, Welcoming out newest member in the Christian Faith:
community referrals and for men only support. Meleina!

FLPC has locations in Ithaca and Cortland. She was baptised by Pastor Ed on Sunday, Pecember 28!

Janet Gray
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Favorite Bible Verses
By Katy Prince

Like many people the first Bible verse I learned was John 3:16, “For God so
loved the world that He gave His one and only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” (KJV).

And in 2023, I memorized the 23rd Psalm (you know, because of the 23rd year
and the 23rd Psalm), “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me
to lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside the still waters, He restores : Favorite Bible
my soul. He leads me on the path of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even Verse?
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, #
for you are with me. Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare
table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil.
My cup overflows. Surely Your goodness and mercy will follow me all the
days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” (I may mesh
a couple different translations in there for that one, but that is the way it sounds
in my head now).

What Is Your

For many years, in my family we have said that our family verse is 1Thessalonians 5:11, “So encourage one another and build
each other up” (NLT, not the full verse, but that is our verse). The rest of the verse says, “just as you are already doing.” I put this
verse on T-shirts for myself, my husband, and two of our daughters one year when we ran a 5K obstacle race together. We stayed
together through the race... started together, and finished together. I can’t tell you what our time was, it doesn’t really matter. What
matters is that we started together, encouraged each other throughout the race, and finished together.

Most recently what has been popping into my head is Galatians 5:22-23. [ haven’t memorized the verses so much as just the fruit
of the verses. The verses say, “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things” (NLT). Pastor Ed has been bringing these
verses up frequently. Then I went to my friend, Julie’s, for a weekend in December, and she had to play “The Fruit of the Spirit”
song for me by Uncle Charlie. Her granddaughter wants to hear and sing it every day, and almost immediately | memorized the
fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-contro-o-ol (I sang that, did you
hear me?).

So, what did I do when I got home? I introduced it to my grandchildren! And now they also have the nine fruit of the Spirit memo-
rized. What a blessing Tommy and I have that we have grandchildren living with and near us. It isn’t always easy, but it is always
worth it!

I’ve heard of people choosing a word of the year to concentrate on. I think for 2026, I’1l concentrate on making the Fruit of the

Spirit my priority. I hope that you will join me in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. May you be blessed and be a blessing.

%M/ ML Sunday, Janvary 18 2026

after church
with a Dish-to-Pass

MEETING
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Spiritual Development Update

Jrom Sheila Enstine

Important Dates for January 2026:

The Christian Church is in the season of Christmastide, which began on Christmas Eve and continues until
Epiphany on January 6". The liturgical color during Christmastide is white, symbolizing purity. At Epipha-
ny, the liturgical color changes to green, symbolizing growth.

Epiphany is always on January 6™ and in 2026 it’s on a Tuesday. However, the date for Epiphany Sunday
changes. It is celebrated on the Sunday after the 6™ or the first Sunday between January 2™ and January 8.
Therefore, for 2026 Epiphany Sunday is the Sunday before Epiphany Day, January 4.

Epiphany means manifestation and during this season we rejoice in the revelation of Jesus Christ as the Light
of the World. Three narratives from the Gospels are read during this season. They are: the visit of the

Magi or Wise Men from the East; Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist; and Jesus’ first miracle — the changing
of water into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee. It is an entire season, lasting from Christmas to Ash
Wednesday.

Adult Small Groups:
The Sunday morning group is beginning a 13-week study of Exodus. The class meets on Sundays at 8:45

am. Let Sheila Enstine know if you’re interested.

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship gathers at 7 pm with the praise team. After worship, we have
a time of fellowship and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 pm with Pastor Ed leading.

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study will reconvene in February. The group meets on Friday after-
noons at 1:00 PM and all women are welcome to attend. Contact Suzanne Walker if you’re interested.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.

Children’s Church: After the first set of worship music on Sundays, children ages 6 through 10 (about 5
grade) are welcome to attend Children’s Church

Prayer Opportunities:
* In-person Prayer: A Zoom prayer meeting is available on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM. Contact Sheila if

you’d like to join in.
* Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com.

* Church Prayer Calendar: After signup during the prior month’s worship service, digital copies will be
sent to those with email. Hard copies will be available at the church.

Congregational Care:
Thank you and the Lord’s blessings to all who have, called, visited, prayed, and sent notes to your siblings in

Christ.
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
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Welcome Home!!

Check out what is going on at Danby Church at:
danbuchurch.ora
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MEETING

Sunday, Janvary 18 2026

after church
with a Dish-to-Pass




