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From Our Pastor!

On the Cover
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Pastor’s Message continued on page 3

It is amazing that a massive influx of people from all over the world 
could refresh a remarkable truth that has over time faded from our 
sight. To quote countless internet comments, “We’ve been lied to about 
America.” 

Reams of negative press have evaporated in the face of reality. The 
United States is really a wonderful country with great people.

Who knew we needed Scotland, Norway and England to remind us 
how blessed we are in this country?  It puzzles me that we’ve allowed 
our image to become so hateful and deprived, when for the majority 
of us this just isn’t the case. In fact, as a nation, we’re the best, most 
blessed place in the world. And it took of all sports—soccer—to bring 
this to light.

The same false narrative applies to the Church in towns and cities 
across this wonderful land. As the body of Christ, we serve, we wel-
come, and we improve life. 

Is that how the media—from movies to our opinionated news—por-
trays us? Nope.

That isn’t to say all churches are perfect and welcoming or following 
the guidance of scripture and prayer. Not all clergy are saints. But the 
vast majority of fellowships are far different than what people are told 
to think they are.

We’ve been boiled like unsuspecting frogs in a pan filled with unin-
formed speculation and self-interested negativity. It is time to wake 
up and proclaim how blessed we are and how much we desire to bless 
others.

Churches take notice!  

The Church in this country should have always been our foundational 
source of joy and hope through Jesus Christ. Over the last fifty years, 
in the western world, the Christian Church has been pushed aside 
while being portrayed as bigoted, hateful and judgmental. That image 
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Sunday Adult Bible Study- back in September 
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10:00 am

Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30 am
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm

Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study  3rd Fridays @ 12 pm  - this mth., July 19
Paws to Remember, 1st Saturday, 9:30am, this mth., July 11

Pastor’s Message continued from page 2

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

is not what Christ commanded His Church to become. It is time to live out our faith in Jesus, guided by the wisdom 
of scripture and inspired by the power of prayer.

Our integrity lies in following Jesus’ teachings in His words and actions. All are welcome to believe and follow, but 
not every action or thought is endorsed and celebrated. There are lines that churches cannot step across without com-
promising core beliefs that we must honor.

What is a church supposed to be? Church is a place to enjoy the family of God. We should laugh. We should sing 
loud and proud, “Our God Reigns.” We should share life together through every triumph and tragedy. Church is 
more than Sunday morning; it is a way to handle life to its fullest through the pillars of Christianity—scripture, 
prayer and fellowship, all guided by faith in Jesus Christ.

Perhaps the most ironic misunderstanding is that Church is a lifeless, dull, hopelessly outdated waste of Sunday 
morning. Perhaps that is true in some fellowships, but God forbid, not here at Danby Community Church and thou-
sands of other congregations across the world.
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Danby Community Church Administrative Council Meeting

June 8, 2026
Present:  Diana Benson, Sheila Enstine, Gloria Miller, Paula Nelson, Charlene Testut.  Sheila Enstine opened the meet-
ing with prayer at 7:00 p.m.  

Clerk’s Minutes:  The minutes for the May 11th, 2026 meeting were previously sent to Council members for their re-
view.  Gloria Miller moved to accept the minutes and Charlene Testut seconded the motion.  Carried.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Paula Nelson distributed the income report, as prepared by the Church’s Administrative 
Aide.  Paula commented that the Lynn is doing a very good job. Gloria moved to accept the income report and Charlene 
seconded the motion.  Carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Paula submitted the Treasurer’s reports for the General and Pass Thru accounts as of June 8th. Be-
cause there are two payrolls still due in June, Paula has delayed the Pastor’s June housing payment.  She recently paid 
the Pastor’s housing for May.  Council reviewed the cost of our phone and internet connections.   We are considering 
selling some of the Exxon stock and investing the proceeds in our money market account to have funds available when 
cash is low. Diana Benson moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report, second by Sheila.  Carried.

Old Business:  Paula has talked with the SPOC Chair Debbie Alve about the wording for the proposed changes in the 
Church’s constitution.  Council will review the wording and we may call a special congregational meeting to approve 
the changes rather than wait until the next annual meeting.  

New Business:  There was no new business.

Hospitality: Charlene reported that plans are set for the Sundaes on Wednesdays this July and August.  We will limit 
the ice cream choices to three flavors per event.

Spiritual Development: Sheila reported that the Women’s Study Group will begin their summer schedule of one meet-
ing per month at people’s homes.  The first session will be on June 19th.  The group will be studying the book Our Fa-
ther’s World by Edward R. Brown.  The Sunday morning study group will recess for July and August, while Children’s 
Church will continue with their usual schedule.  Details regarding Spiritual Development activities are published in the 
monthly newsletter.  

Food Pantry:  Charlene reported attendance is down a bit lately.  She is looking at available grants to help finance the 
Pantry. 

Council discussed the indirectly related issue of requesting a small fee for outside groups who use our facility.  Most 
groups do offer a free-will donation, but we need to speak to the Community Arts Partnership about this.

Trustees: The Danby Resilience Group accepted our offer to use the raised garden beds.  They have cleared the beds 
and planted gardens in them.  An electrician is expected on June 9th to replace the fuse box behind the dishwasher with 
a circuit breaker.  Dan is still gathering information for a new furnace, and we expect an estimate shortly.  Rolly Boda 
has volunteered to hire an organ cleaner and donate the cost.

Missions: No report.  

SPOC: No report. 

SAP: Sheila reported in Pastor Ed’s absence.  Although there was no formal SAP meeting in May, Pastor Ed has had 
several informal conversations about the vision and direction of the church.

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m. with an ending prayer by Sheila 
Enstine.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Enstine, Church Clerk

The next Administrative Council meeting is Monday, July 13th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.Mission Spotlight- Clean Water Mis-
sions 
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Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post 
a comment.

Katy’s sermon last month touched on clean water for our bodies and our souls. This month the Mission Spotlight will 
focus on the problem of the lack of clean water and the Christian organizations involved in a ministry of providing 
clean water.
It is estimated that 1.58 million people die from diarrheal diseases caused by unclean water, inadequate sanitation, and 
poor hygiene habits.  The majority of these are children in developing countries. Providing clean water, coupled with 
health and hygiene education is perhaps the most preventable measures we can take in keeping our world from infec-
tious diseases.

Numerous Christian organizations combat the global water crisis by combining engineering-based WASH (Water, Sani-
tation, and Hygiene) programs with the provision of physical and spiritual care. These charities focus on sustainable 
infrastructure, disaster relief, and sharing the message of Christ.
 
Leading Christian nonprofits providing safe water include:

•	 Water Mission: A Christian engineering nonprofit that designs, builds, 
and implements large-scale safe water and sanitation solutions for 
developing countries, refugee camps, and disaster areas.  They have 
served 8 million people in 65 countries.

•	 Living Water International: This organization focuses on ending the 
global water crisis by mobilizing local church congregations to install 
safe water systems and conduct hygiene education.  They have served 
7.5 million people with 25,290 water projects completed in 15 countries.

•	 Water for Good: A faith-based organization committed to bringing access to reliable, sustainable water and sani-
tation services to communities in Cambodia, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Central African Republic that need it most.

•	 GFA World: Operates a clean water ministry (known as “Jesus Wells”) that provides safe, disease-free drinking 
water to families across Asia. A Jesus Well costing $1600 will serve an average of 300 people for 10-20 years.

•	 Samaritan’s Purse: Promotes safe hygiene practices and providing comprehensive clean water solutions includ-
ing digging wells, installing water filters, and setting up sanitation facilities at disaster and relief areas in Jesus’ 
name.  

•	 Border Buddies Ministries: A ministry in Honduras that provides individual family water filtration kits to rural 
villages as well as Bible Study, prayer and sharing the Word, helping with material needs and scholarships for 
needy students.

Each organization has a website with more detailed information and ways to partner with them to help bring clean wa-
ter to nourish the body and pure water to nourish the soul.
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Spiritual Development Update 
from Sheila Enstine

Ordinary Time, a Season of Growth: 
Ordinary Time—the longest season in the Christian year—extends from the Monday after Pentecost to the Saturday 
before the start of Advent.  The liturgical color is green, symbolizing the opportunity for growth in Christ that this 
season provides.  This is a time to get to know Jesus more intimately by reading the Gospel accounts of his ministry 
and following his example in our daily lives. As an article at uscatholic.org explains: “We learn that Christ is about 
humility rather than pride, vulnerability rather than power…We learn that Christ is about self-giving love that is 
only possible through authentic relationship.” 

Adult Small Groups:   	  
The Sunday morning group is on recess through July and August.
The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship group gathers at 7:00 p.m. with the praise team in the sanctuary. 
After worship, we have a time of fellowship and prayer.
The Thursday evening Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. and is studying the Gospel of John.
This summer the Women’s Bible Study is meeting on the third Friday of the month at people’s homes.  The group 
gathers at noon for a dish-to-pass, followed by a book discussion – this summer it’s Our Father’s World by Edward 
R. Brown. All women are welcome to attend.  Please contact Suzanne Walker if you’re interested.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.

Youth Church:  After the praise and prayer requests on Sunday mornings, children ages 6 through 12 (about 6th or 7th 
grade) are welcome to attend Youth Church.  

Prayer Opportunities:  
•	 Zoom Prayer:  A Zoom prayer meeting is available on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sheila if you’d 

like to join in.  

•	 Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com. 

•	 Church Prayer Calendar:  After signup during the prior month’s worship service, digital copies will be sent to 
those with email. Hard copies will be available at the church.  

Congregational Care: Please inform church leadership about anyone you know who needs contact—flowers, notes or 
cards, a phone call, a visit, prayer, Holy Communion or anointing.  

Paws to Remember: At 9:30 a.m. on the first Saturday of each month, the Paws to Remember group gathers to support 
those who are grieving the loss of their pets. 

Creation Care: “Creation care is indeed a ‘gospel issue within the lordship of Christ.’” is a line from the Jamaica Call 
to Action, written in 2012 by a group of theologians, church leaders, scientists, and creation care practitioners under the 
auspices of the Lausanne Movement in collaboration with the World Evangelical Alliance.  You can read the Jamaica 
Call and learn more about the Lausanne movement at https://lausanne.org/statement/creation-care-call-to-action.
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The Great Anniversary Festival
By Gail Mazourek

Here we are again in July, the seventh month of the year. The weather is 
wonderfully warm and practically pleads for a picnic on July 4, along with 
celebrating our red, white, and blue flag flapping in the breeze. Our idealized 
thoughts seem to immortalize our grand old flag and what it stands for. But 
the stars and stripes are only cloth, whipping in the wind and will sooner or 
later produce the beginning of frayed edges. It’s only cloth not solid and in-
vincible like stone, yet it means much more to us as a symbol of our freedom, 
celebrated as Independence Day on July 4.

We fly it as the tremendous and constant reminder of July 1776 when the 
Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence. 
The actual date of signing was July 2. At that time, John Adams wrote to his 
wife Abigail that July 2 “will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as 
The Great Anniversary Festival.” And the celebration should include “Pomp 
and Parade…Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from 
the End of this Continent to the other.” (www.history.com)

Prayer has always been attendant to the decisions of our founders and forebears. You don’t need prayer to find 
rocks, pebbles, or gravel under every shovel of dirt, but you do need prayer to sustain this nation that it will last 
longer than granite. That coarse-grained, hard igneous rock consists chiefly of quartz, orthoclase, or microline 
and mica, used for monuments and buildings, which speaks to unyielding endurance. Only a belief in our al-
mighty God leads to faith equally as strong. The path leads to stepping stones paved with prayer unwavering, 
unfaltering in all that befalls us.

Simply put, praising God is easy on all of our regular run-of-the-mill days. We take our good times and privileges 
for granted along the way. But the test is in praising God on the worst of days as we turn to Him in prayer and 
ask for strength, healing, prosperity, and the many needs we have. 

Our flag of cloth has endured for more than 200 years. Betsy Ross sewed the first flag in George Washington’s 
time. He died on December 14, 1799. Betsy’s flag rendition had 13 alternating red-and-white stripes, with com-
plementing stars on a field of blue in the upper left corner canton. Its distinguishing feature showed five-pointed 
decor principals arranged circularly, representing colonies that fought for their independence during the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War. The Union flag’s symbolism of 13 stars for colonies graduated over many years and now 
holds 50 stars representing our states. We can easily imagine all the prayers along the way. The symbolism sewn 
in every stitch is as lasting as stone if we dress it up with prayer while celebrating with fireworks.

Our Christian lives may tatter like a neglected old flag if we don’t tend them with prayer. The founding fathers 
of our nation prayed for guidance, wisdom, and perseverance. We can sustain our lives of freedom with prayers 
of thankfulness to our creator.

Let me direct you to a YouTube video about “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Treat yourself to www.youtube.com/
The Star Spangled Banner as You’ve Never Heard It. The awesome national anthem of the United States was 
written by a 35-year-old lawyer and amateur poet Francis Scott Key on September 14, 1814. 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord…” Psalm 33:12
“Those who forget God have no hope…” Job 8:11 

Reprinted from the July 2021 Danby Church News Read any good books lately?  

Read any good books lately, besides the THE GOOD BOOK? Have you 
watched a film recently that you think your friends would like to see?  We are 
looking for a book or film reviews for our next Danby Church News.  If you have 
any recommendations, please send us a book or film review of a couple paragraphs 
including a synopsis of the book or film and why you recommend it to Janet Gray:  
jsg4@cornell.edu



Check out what is going on at Danby Church at: 
danbychurch.org

Coming in July & August
Sundaes on Wednesday
Wednesday, July 22 @ 6:30pm

Ithaca Concert Band
Wednesday, July 29 @ 6:30pm

Ageless Jazz Band
Wednesday, August 5 @ 6:30pm

Dee Specker and John Simon
Re-Use Sale

Friday, July 24 and Saturday, July 25

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

www.danbychurch.org

 Welcome Home!!


