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If the Israelites took their livestock with them when they left Egypt
(Ex 12:38), why didn’t they have any meat to eat in the desert
(Ex16:1-3)?

Scripture tells us they left Egypt with their flocks and herds, but even those
were not enough for the years ahead. The question of why they didn’t live off
the flocks and herds is a good one with a reasonable answer. They couldn’t.
The best animals for traveling in the time of Exodus were the smaller ones
such as sheep and goats. They need less resources, travel well, multiply fast-
er, and are easier to process. Cattle are better suited for located agriculture.
Butcher a goat and you have meat for a couple of days. Butcher a bovine

and you have a lot of meat that has to be consumed, dried into jerky or salted
before it goes bad.

Scholars believe that the Israelites did consume some of their animals for
food on a limited basis, as well as sacrifice some of the livestock on the way
to the Promised Land. Most authorities do not believe they had huge herds to
begin with since the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt, even though Goshen,
where they originally settled, was known for its lush grazing and livestock.
So why maintain a strict diet of manna when there’s a steak on the hoof'in a
pasture outside of camp? A promised land is ahead of you, and your flocks
provide current wealth as well as an inheritance for future generations.

Sure, steers and old stock can temporarily supplement the daily ration from
heaven. There’s no law against it, but there’s also no need for it to be in a
regular diet. Wisdom dictated stewardship in the days of wandering as much
as it does when we experience stability.

It is worth nothing that God understood the people’s needs and provided ex-
actly what was necessary, manna.

Some folks think manna was a natural, flaky deposit left by desert dwelling
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Pester the Pastor continued from page 2

bugs. Yumm...? Others speculate it was natural forage that desert people learned to glean in the morning. This is highly im-
probable for the number of Israelites trekking through the Sinai so long ago. There is evidence that the desert climate of Moses’
day was wetter and more hospitable to human life than now, but it was not a carefree land flowing with milk and honey.

There are many people, such as myself, who believe that God provided in mysterious and wonderful ways. In ancient Hebrew,
the word manna means “What is it?”. If they didn’t know, and they ate the stuff for 40 years, I don’t think we’ll discover a
recipe for manna anytime soon.

The long and short answer is we don’t know what it was, but manna was a divine solution to a very human problem. Moses
left Egypt with approximately 600,000 men, not counting women, children, and foreigners who came along. A reasonable total
number would be about 2 million. They did not leave Egypt with enough provision for a month let alone 40 years. A conserva-
tive estimate of just the water required is 4 million gallons of water a day, for just the people, sans livestock. A 40-year trip was
a challenge only possible though God’s provision. An important lesson to remember is this: God’s power is not limited by our
understanding of circumstances or ability.

Consider Exodus as a demonstration in trusting divine provision. When we trust God’s leading, even if the way forward seems
impossible, don’t listen for cattle, look for manna.

If you have a Pester the Pastor question you would like to ask, send your question to
Janet Gray @ janetgray@highlandfarmskennel.com

There was no Administrative Council meeting for February.
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a place where you belong
Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 am
Sunday Worship Celebration @ [0 am
Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30 am
Tuegday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm
Wednesdayg, Live Music & Conversation @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study Fridays @ lpm
Paws to Remember, lst Saturday/mth, 9:30am

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page (just
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website:
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post
a comment.
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Spiritual Development Update
Jrom Sheila Enstine

Important Dates for March and April 2026:
Lent, from a German word that means lengthening of days or spring, continues through the month of March. Palm

Sunday is March 29" and Good Friday is April 3. We will hold a Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m. that evening.
Resurrection Sunday is April 5.

Adult Small Groups:

The Sunday morning group is studying the Old Testament book of Exodus. The class meets on Sundays at 8:45
a.m. in the education wing.

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship group gathers at 7:00 p.m. with the praise team in the sanctuary.
After worship, we have a time of fellowship and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study will reconvene when Pastor Ed is healed enough from his knee surgery.

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets on Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. All women are welcome to
attend. Please contact Suzanne Walker if you’re interested.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.

Children’s Church: After the first set of worship music on Sundays, children ages 6 through 10 (about 5" grade) are
welcome to attend Children’s Church

Prayer rtunities:
* In-person Prayer: A Zoom prayer meeting is available on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Contact Sheila if you'd
like to join in.

* Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com.

* Church Prayer Calendar: After signup during the prior month’s worship service, digital copies will be sent to
those with email. Hard copies will be available at the church.

Congregational Care:

Thank you to all who have, called, visited, prayed, and sent notes to your siblings in Christ.

Lyn Aiosa has passed over last month and her family is
I sure she and Vince are riding around together in a white
~ Firebird. For cards the address is 303 Main Avenue
. . Weston WV 26452.

. The family is planning a celebration of life here in NY

: :iu later in the spring,

43411 ]

Continue to keep the family in your prayers.
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Mission Spotlight
St. Pauly’s Textiles

If you are spring cleaning your closets consider bagging all useable
clothing items and textiles and putting them in the St. Pauly shed
located in the parking lot of Danby Community Church.

St. Pauly Textiles located in Western NY is a distributor of donated
clothes and textiles for recycling and distribution to people and
organizations here in the U.S. and in 44 developing countries. They
currently partner with over 1,400 organizations, collecting clothing
donations in a clean and community friendly drop-off sheds. Each
shed is sponsored by a church or organization that sorts donations
to be picked up by St. Pauly and receives funds according to the
weight collected. In 2023 St. Pauly collected over 175,000 pounds
of clothing per day that was able to clothe 8.3 million people with over 68 million garments. Over the last ten years
they then donated over 13.5 million dollars back to local organizations.

It has been determined that in the U.S. 85% of clothing is thrown away. St. Pauly’s is committed to keeping the use-
able clothing out of the landfills and sent to those in need. The textiles collected include shoes, belts, purses, blankets,
sheets, curtains, pillowcases, and stuffed animals. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows or non-textiles are collected by St.
Pauly’s. The organization that hosts the shed is free to use the clothing from the shed to help local families or congre-
gation members in need. You can read further about St. Pauly’s at https://stpaulytextile.com/

With thanks to Sharon Boda, Michele Dunning and Margie VanDeMark our shed yielded in 15,915 pounds of textiles,
translating to 2,932 people benefitting, and $637 received by DCC.

If you want to donate these same type items locally consider bagging them and leaving them at the church at the top
of the stairs leading to the stage. Next month other local organizations that receive used clothing and textiles will be
spotlighted.
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Saint Patrick regrets lis -:,
decision to drive the Shalkes
owt 8fF Treland.

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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A New Way to Study The Bible

By Katy Prince, Associate Pastor

A few years ago I found an app for my phone called the YouVersion Bible App. I would open it daily .
and listen to and read the daily devotion called “Guided Scripture,” which would take anywhere from g Bible App
two to five minutes with a reader who reads a scripture and then gives a devotion about that scripture.

Following that, there is a written devotion to read, the targeted scripture, words of encouragement, 100°% free. No ads o purchases aver
and prayer.

Then I found out that I could just read The Bible on the app in whatever translation I was comfortable @,’:E?:E

with or curious about and that I could easily change which translation [ was reading so I could easily k] =

compare scriptures in different translations. And I thought that was pretty cool. For a few years and El: i-r;,

sometimes I still do open this app when I’m listening to a sermon to follow along with the scriptures. !

It is easy to find the scriptures I am looking for and easy to highlight and make notes too. It anararms

I found plans that are guided for Bible study that I can do alone or with a friend. I can
share with friends what plans [ am doing too. And I found that there is a Kids Bible
Experience within this app and a Kids YouVersion Bible App too. My grandson likes to
watch the Kids Bible Experience while he eats breakfast at my house.

Y " Bible App for Kids
i Blbile storios tor children

“_&M

This year I started a plan on the app called “BibleProject | One Story that Leads to Jesus.” It is a 358 day plan that “includes daily
devotional content, reflection questions, more than 150 animated
videos to bring biblical books and themes to life” (That is directly from the description of the plan on the app).

Once I got started on this plan, I realized I wanted to share this experience with as many people as possible, so I registered the

Danby Community Church with the app. If you want to follow along with the plans that we are doing, you can click on the
Discover icon and either search for Danby Community Church or go to the Churches icon.

Danby Community

Church

As long as you are near the Ithaca area, the Churches Near Me section will have the Danby Community Church listed there. To
join, you just click on that and make it your church. You will see that several of us are already there. The Featured Plan — the one
we are focusing on right now -- is also listed there. You can click on the plan and follow it too.

As I grow as a Christian, finding new ways to enjoy the stories of The Bible are always

on my mind. This is one of my favorite ways to learn about The Bible, to hear the

stories of the Bible, and to let my heart grow closer to Jesus. I pray you will join me. One Story that
Click this link to join the Danby Community Church on the YouVersion Bible App: Leads to Jesus
https://www.bible.com/organizations/9b314169-3bd9-48fe-a3cS5-adbeb0Oac8c52

Or Scan this QR Code:
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CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER
Fridays, Feb. 13, March 13, April 10

Spm - 7pm

Chicken and Biscuits and all the fixings, P A I
beverage and dessert

29 March 2026

by donation
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

Check out what is going on at Danby Church at:
danbychurch.org

Paws to Remember
Saturday, March 7 @ 9:30am

Chicken and Biscuit Dinner
Friday, March 13th
5pm - 7pwm




