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What’s in this Issue?

From Our Pastor!

On the Cover
A HEALTHY CHURCH

Pastor’s Message continued on page 3

Eight Quality Characteristics of a Healthy Church and a Godly Person

As I wrote in the last newsletter, we’re moving ahead with plans to do another 
NCD Survey in the next couple of months. As I reviewed the process and our past 
results, it hit me that the eight quality characteristics used to measure a church's 
health have a parallel application to individuals.

NCD maintains that a church’s lowest scoring qual-
ity is the one that holds it back the most. Think of a 
bucket made with staves. The shortest stave always 
limits how much water the bucket can hold.

Each characteristic needs a little explaining, 
but fortunately the survey — which contains 
90 Questions — only requires honest answers to 
give an accurate measure of a church’s health.  What 
are the characteristics NCD measures?

Holistic Small Groups: Do you spend time with oth-
ers in your church, both in and outside of the church building? Do you share the 
joys and struggles of life with a group?

Need-oriented Evangelism: Are we as individuals participating in spreading the 
gospel by word, service and deed?

Effective Structures: Does the church maintain itself in such a way that spiritual 
growth can take place unhindered by distractions from the mundane day-to-day 
tasks and maintenance?

Passionate Spirituality: Is our relationship to God the most important thing in our 
life and in the life of our church?

Empowered Leadership: Does our fellowship have a leadership structure that can 
get things done without getting in the way of God’s leading?

Inspired Worship Service: Is the Holy Spirit present in our worship, not just in 
the music and sermons, but also in the entire experience of gathering? I would 
add spending time together after the service. Does God speak to our hearts and 
minds on Sunday morning?

Loving Relationships: Love is more than an ill-defined state of being. Do we love 
one another with godly respect and appreciation? Is our church a place where you 
know you are safe and cherished as a child of God?

Gift-based ministry: Does the church encourage people to employ their unique



3Danby Church News May  2026

spiritual and physical gifts?

When NDD evaluates a church’s survey answers, the current status of a church is truly revealed. Each church is compared to over 
100,000 other churches, and you will know instantly how you stand among this multitude. You’ll also have scores given to
each of the quality characteristics. The high scores are good, but the lows are the ones that limit a church’s health and prospects 
of growth.  

It is apparent to me that individuals who are seeking to live out a fuller Christian life need to work on the very same characteristics 
that NCD measures.  What if we asked ourself the following questions:

•	 Do I have a group of people who are true trusted friends and how often do we meet
	 together?

•	 Is there a way for me to help and show people God’s love?

•	 Have I organized my life in such a way that I can make the most use out of my time,
	 talent and treasure?

•	 Do I love the Lord with all my heart, mind soul and strength?

•	 Have I allowed God’s will to direct my purpose and life?

•	 How often do I focus my attention on the things that take me closer to God?

•	 Do I love the way the Lord instructs and showed us to love one another?

•	 Have I used the gifts I’ve been given in ministry to others for their benefit not my own?

A funny thing about taking an NCD survey every few years – you always have a high and low score. Sometimes the lowest will 
become your highest. But, at some point like a bucket with taller staves, you can’t help but grow as a church and an individual.

Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 am
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10:00 am

Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30 am
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm

Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7:00 pm
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study  Fridays @ 1:00pm 
Paws to Remember, 1st Saturday/mth, 9:30am 

Pastor’s Message continued from page 2
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Admin Council Minutes cont’d on page 5

Danby Community Church Administrative Council Meeting

April 13, 2026

Present:  Debbie Alve, Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Gloria Miller, Paula Nelson, Charlene Testut, and Suzanne Walker.  
Pastor Ed opened the meeting with prayer at 7:00 p.m.  

Clerk’s Minutes:  The minutes for the March 9th, 2026 meeting were previously sent to Council members for their 
review.  Gloria Miller moved to accept the minutes and Suzanne Walker seconded the motion.  Carried.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Paula Nelson distributed the income report.  She noted that Lynn’s figures balance with 
her records.  There is a balance forwarded from 2025 in the Pass Thru Account for the Food Pantry.  The balance in this 
line item will be sent to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier this month.  Gloria moved to accept the income report and 
Sheila Enstine seconded the motion.  Carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Paula submitted the Treasurer’s reports for the general and Pass Thru accounts as of April 13th.  
She noted that there are two payrolls due in April.  The gas and electric bill went down by $700.  Paula also submit-
ted a year-to-date spending report for the first quarter of 2026.  Because of the large increases in utility costs, we have 
already spent over half of the planned expense for that line item.  We will need to ask for more in that line next year.  
Motion by Gloria to accept the Treasurer’s Report, second by Sheila.  Carried.
Old Business:  Pastor Ed reported that there is no change in the Town of Danby’s position regarding the church’s sign.  
We will keep looking at options and continue talking with the Town.  Council reminded Debbie as the representative 
for SPOC that we need changes in the Church’s Constitution to address the lack of wording allowing an employee of 
the Church to act as Financial Secretary.  Currently the Constitution says the Financial Secretary has to be a partner of 
the Church.

New Business:  We addressed the possibility of changing the Constitution to allow for fewer Administrative Council 
meetings during the year.  After a discussion, Council asked Debbie to take a recommendation to SPOC to change the 
Constitution to say that the Administrative Council will meet at least once per quarter.  This will help reduce pressure to 
meet in bad weather or when a quorum isn’t possible and still effectively manage church business.

Hospitality: Charlene reported that the last Chicken and Biscuit Dinner for the season was the Friday before the meet-
ing.  We have two memorial services scheduled in May—for Dorothy Hulbert on May 6th and for Lyn Aiosa on May 
30th. Pastor Ed is working on the dates and performers for this summer’s Sundays on Wednesdays. 

Spiritual Development: Sheila reported that there are no changes in the weekday and Sunday small groups.  Details 
regarding the liturgical year, Bible study topics, small groups, and dates and times are published in the monthly news-
letter.  Sheila is still exploring a Creation Care ministry that could combine with the Missions ministry.  The goal is not 
to add more to our activities, but to transform what we already do for a season.
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Admin Council Minutes cont’d from page 4

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  

Food Pantry:  Charlene reported that all the equipment used for the Food Pantry now belongs to the Church.  After 
purchasing a new freezer, Charlene asked the Food Bank if they wanted the old one, which they did not, and they took 
it off their asset list. The Danby Resilience Community will host a dish-to-pass and fund raiser for the Danby Food 
Pantry in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 18th.  The April issue of the Danby News has an article explaining the 
Resilience Community’s activities. 

Trustees: Charlene reported in Diana’s absence.  Trustee members are working on things individually.  Dan is still 
researching furnaces.   The new freezer will probably help to reduce our electricity cost.

Missions: Suzanne reported that we are continuing with our established missions.  Gigi Johnston did leave for her mis-
sion trip to Cyprus and Israel.  

SPOC: Debbie reported that SPOC will have a meeting two Sundays from now.

SAP: Pastor Ed reported that SAP did not meet in March.  He was nominated for the Board of Directors of the 4Cs.  
He has renewed his license as an NCD Coach and would like to do a new NCD survey at Danby.   He works with other 
churches in his position as Area Pastor.  

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. with an ending prayer by Pastor 
Ed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Enstine, Church Clerk

The next Administrative Council meeting is Monday, May 11th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post 
a comment.
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Spiritual Development Update from Sheila Enstine

Important Dates for May 2026: 
The Church is in the Easter Season until Pentecost, which is celebrated on May 24th this year.  From the Greek word 
for 50, Pentecost is also known as the Birthday of the Church.  On that day—50 days after Christ’s Resurrection—
the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples gathered in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. His presence sounded like 
rushing wind and looked like flames resting on each of them. The Holy Spirit empowered those disciples and has 
continued to empower His Church to take the Gospel into all the world.

Adult Small Groups:   	  
The Sunday morning group is studying the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. The class meets on Sun-
days at 8:45 a.m. in the education wing.
The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship group gathers at 7:00 p.m. with the praise team in the sanctuary. 
After worship, we have a time of fellowship and prayer.
The Thursday evening Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. and is studying the Gospel of John.
The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets on Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. This group is currently 
watching and discussing the second season of The Chosen. All women are welcome to attend.  Please contact Su-
zanne Walker if you’re interested.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.

Youth Church:  After the praise and prayer requests on Sunday mornings, children ages 6 through 12 (about 6th or 7th 
grade) are welcome to attend Youth Church.  

Prayer Opportunities:  
•	 In-person Prayer:  A Zoom prayer meeting is available on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sheila if 

you’d like to join in.  

•	 Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com. 

•	 Church Prayer Calendar:  After signup during the prior month’s worship service, digital copies will be sent to 
those with email. Hard copies will be available at the church.  

Congregational Care: Please inform church leadership about anyone you know who needs contact—flowers, notes or 
cards, a phone call, a visit, prayer, Holy Communion or anointing.  

Creation Care: 
Another way to care for people is to care for the creation that we all live in.  Do you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to 
do more as a steward of God’s creation?  Rather than adding a new program, let’s find ways to include creation care in 
what we already do. 
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2026 Annual Gathering 
August 3-6, 2026 

The Florida Hotel - Orlando 

 
Therefore go and make disciples… Matthew 28:19a 

   

 

  
  
We are excited to announce registration is now OPEN for the 2026 Annual 
Gathering! Once again, the AG will meet at the Florida Hotel in Orlando and we 
hope YOU can make it. 
  
The theme for this year is Disciples Making Disciples and is centered around one 
of the CCCC Guiding Values of Healthy, Disciple-Making Pastors. 
 
We are STILL seeking seminar presenters! Do you have a topic 

or seminar suggestion you'd be interested in presenting?  
Complete the seminar application HERE.  

  
We are thrilled to announce our keynote speaker is Randy Pope, Founding Pastor 
of Perimeter Church in metro Atlanta and President of Life on Life Ministries. 
Randy will also be leading a seminar during our breakout sessions. 
  
We will have times of worshipping together, learning together and enjoying 
fellowship with other CCCC pastors, leaders and friends. We will celebrate what 
God has been doing over the past year in the life of CCCC as well as seek the Lord 
for the future generations of the conference. 
  

We understand that this is a big travel and time commitment, so thank you in 
advance for making the Annual Gathering a priority. There is scholarship money 
available. We look forward to seeing you this summer! 
  
Click the button below to go to the AG Website where you can learn about our 
featured speaker, register to attend, book your hotel, apply to exhibit or lead a 
seminar, and more! Feel free to reach out to the Home Office with any questions. 
  
See you at the AG! 
  
The Annual Gathering Planning Committee 
  

  
 

Click here to visit the Annual Gathering Website 

 

  
  

  

Conservative Congregational Christian Conference | 8941 33rd St 
North | Lake Elmo, MN 55042 US 

    

 

https://ruzqqqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013HZlMEN80pFkDt-bSGUKLCYOckxWzlud8RPnhNPQp0wKY_-KXXfPcku9UqtrUdvjS_wd9VMPZy_fDaeaGhhIJpsdh9YtPtnw4EdQntVO4GAoYdnOioMhP_KWY70rr-j-vslxaRSKVoPSL_UEOQL1b62yA_EPIXyDi1Uv07iRRX4ATOkM47Aa4Et_6PbSLb5wvxRWHLBmoP09LxtJSNNAIu4DtDWYlpAl5erqSB_Vi9g=&c=5zANwYfO5jxGhEDR9k4L6p-fnCqN7PfF9kmKL3NXUEnDEumSAdv8lQ==&ch=Lb5Gg74yAWjVG4KcasTEJ8_gKYoM2a5yAANTKrN3BqKDn6_EK6vL6Q==
https://www.ccccusa.com/annual-gathering-2026/


Check out what is going on at Danby Church at: 
danbychurch.org

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

www.danbychurch.org

  Welcome Home!!




