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From Qur Pastor!

The blessings produced by “Doing Life
Together—DLT” can blossom from sup-
port and interaction with other churches.
Churches were never intended to be
islands of holiness existing in isolation.
Together we form the Body of Christ,
united in the Kingdom of God on earth as we demonstrate the five
characteristics of DLT: Love, submission, proper attitude, devotion,
and harmony.

When we are functioning correctly, the various parts of the body sup-

port and assist one another and we produce fruitful ministry. Our Old

Testament mandate for justice, mercy, and humility is addressed. Our

New Testament commands to love one another and make disciples are
nurtured and achieved.

Every church body needs to examine its unique vision for ministry.
Are we looking inward or outward? Is our vision for Kingdom work
too small? Do we have the faith to provide help to others? Are we too
proud to ask for help? These are questions we should always keep in
mind as we seek God’s will.

Thoughts from the Nineveh Network Gathering
(Church Planters within the 4C)

At the recent Nineveh Network Gathering in Buffalo, I was asked to
address the benefit to older, established churches when they connect
with church plants. The church planters we spoke with need support,
but in connection there are also enormous benefits to mature churches.

Four benefits that a church plant can offer an established church.

1. You will be blessed. Be a blessing and you will be blessed in
return (Genesis 12:2-3). From the very beginning, God intended
to bless humanity, for people to bless each other, and to be blessed
in return. We are not intended to become isolated or to ignore
one another. This is as true of churches as it is for individuals.

The Kingdom of God on earth is one body held together by Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord. The more we extend ourselves into this
reality the healthier we become as a local church.

2. Renewal happens as we share dreams, purpose, and growth
(Ephesians 4: 14-16). Clarity of purpose draws closer as we share

From the Pastor continued on page 3
Danby Church News November 2024

What’s in this Issue?

From Our Pastor. 2
[Administrative Council Minutes................. 4
Spiritual Development Report.........c..ccuc.e.. 6
Operation Christmas Child.........ccceceeeueeruneee 7
SPOC Report 8

isabilities 9
Fhe Welseyan .Prayer. 10
Pester the Pastor. 11

Danby Church Officers and Leaders

2024

Pastor:

Administrative Aide

Co-Chairperssons:

Secretary:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Trustees Chair:

Area Coordinators
Hospitality:

Missions:

Chair:
Praise Team Leaders:

Spiritual Development:

Ed Enstine
eenstine@aol.com
607.592.8276

Lynn Kingston-Harris
office@danbychurch.org
607.272.1687

Administrative Council

Paula Nelson
sfenelson@aol.com

Sheila Enstine
ssenstine@gmail.com

Dave McDermitt
davidmcdermitt@gmail.com
Paula Nelson
sfenelson@aol.com

Dave McDermitt
davidmcdermitt@gmail.com
Charlene Testut
ctestut55@yahoo.com

Chatlene Testut

Sheila Enstine

Suzanne Walker
suztwalker@yahoo.com

Staff, Pastor Oversight Committee SPOC:

Katy Prince
Katy & Tommy Prince

Webmaster: Janet Gray
jsgd@cornell.edu
Newsletter Editor: Janet Gray
Facebook: Janet Gray
On the Cover

Bill and Michele Dunning




From the Pastor continued from page 2

what God is doing with us and what God
wants to achieve through us. We need
the energy of new dreams and vision.
Inspiration creates fresh approaches

and perspectives. Yoking ourselves to a
church plant offers a unique opportunity
to see with clear eyes what time may
have faded. While maturity can dem-
onstrate what is possible, youthful vigor
points out what remains to be achieved.

3. We encourage each other to godly good
works (Hebrews 10: 24-25). There’s
nothing like having someone watching
you to cause either correction or inspira-
tion. The idea of God watching is a great
deterrent to sin. When we hold one another accountable, there is motivation to do what the Lord requires. It
takes time to develop the needed closeness, but it is worth the effort to grow with each other.

4. We step out beyond our comfort zone (Joshua 1:3-9). Being comfortable may feel good, but comfort
signals imminent decline. When a church stretches out in relationship with other ministries, it is taking a
chance. God promised Joshua that he would receive every place where he set his foot. Conversely, without
the strength and courage to act, the Promised Land would never be his. The same holds true for us today.
God expects us to expand His Kingdom. We do that best together. When we move together with strength and
courage, we will see a thriving Church Triumphant.

The Danby Community Church already supports four churches in prayer and several local mission projects. Indi-
viduals in our congregation also support two missionary outreaches. More opportunities and blessings lie ahead.

Welrome|OME

a place where you belong

Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 am

Sunday Youth Church @ [0:30am

Sunday Adult Education Class @ 8:45am
Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7pm
Thuredays, Pagtor’s Bible Study @ 7pm
Women’s Bible Study Fridays é [pm

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!
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Danby Community Church
Administrative Council Meeting
October 14, 2024

Present. Pastor Ed Enstine, Sheila Enstine, Charlene Testut, Gloria Miller, Paula Nelson, David McDermitt, and
Katy Prince.

INVOCATION. Pastor Ed opened with prayer at 6:57 pm.

CLERK’S MINUTES. Motion to approve September’s meeting minutes (Gloria), second (Katy), carried.
FINANCIAL SEC’Y REPORT: Motion to approve September income report (Charlene), second (Gloria), carried.
TREASURER REPORT: Paula presented the report. Motion to approve (Dave), second (Gloria), carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Internal Audit. Sheila has put it aside temporarily while she sets up the Safe Sanctuary renewal workshop.

- Community Garden. The storage shed will be cleaned out so supplies can be stored there.

The cleaner. Abby is doing a great job; cleaning is scheduled every other Wednesday.

Watch party was a success: the Chosen (episode 1) was shown, and 30 1bs. of wings were polished off.

NEW BUSINESS: see reports.
REPORTS.

Hospitality.
- There will be an Election night dinner.

- Coffee & Donut next Monday, 10/21.

- The movie, “Unsung Heroes”, will be shown 10/25.

Spiritual Development. Please see Sheila’s separate Spiritual Development column. Also:
- 10/31. Vigil of All Saints.

- 11/01. All Saints Day.
- 11/03. All Saints Day will be observed at church. (Also, Daylight Savings time change.)

- The International Day of Prayer for the persecuted church has a prayer vigil planned for the first 2 Sundays
in November 11/03 and 11/10. In conjunction, Sheila will lead a prayer service after church service on 11/10

Admin Council Minutes continued on page 5

Did you know we are now on Facebook? You can access us from your Facebook page (just
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website:
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG. You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to *“like” our page or post
a comment.
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Admin Council Minutes continued from page 4

either in the Sanctuary or a room other than the fellowship hall.

Sheila is praying about what time of week to have in-person prayer, possibly on Wednesdays at 6:00 before
music rehearsal for all, especially those with pressing concerns.

Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal will be Thursday 10/24 at 6:30pm in the Townsley room.

Operation Christmas Child. The program is selling their boxes by the 50-count, so Sheila is buying 1 case of 50
boxes priced at $33. Shoeboxes will be accepted Nov 18 — 24", The last day boxes will be accepted is Sunday,
November 24 and Sheila will bring them to the collection point which is Bethel Grove; there is also a collection
point at the People’s Church in Newfield if that is convenient for any individuals dropping off on their own.

Food Pantry.

Last month 91 families were served.
This month is the signup for next month’s turkey distributions.

Our normal annual food pantry inspection will happen this Thursday. The position was only recently filled, so
county wide inspections didn’t happen last year.

Trustees.

In the process of fixing the heating system in the education wing. Castle Services of Ithaca (based on Muzzy
road) is using a chisel to create better access to the hearing system ports that leak water seasonally. Importantly,
they have managed to find the right clamps/connectors to fit between the room baseboard heaters and the main
system; an odd size was used in the main system, so they were a bit difficult to find.

The church road sign is up in the air pending news on its approval from the Town Hall.

Missions.

SPOC.

Feed My Starving Children. The Ithaca Food Pack event was held a few weeks ago at the NYS Armory on
Hanshaw road and several of our church members helped. Approximately 263,000 individuals powdered meals
were packed over the course of the week that it was held here.

Supplies that were packed for Hurricane Helene relief are on their way to the Asheville, NC area; this was a
spontaneous event at the church that will help individuals in that area.

Waiting for responses to the survey to come in.

At their next meeting they will discuss plans for annual reviews for the pastor and administrative assistant as
well as upcoming nominations for offices.

SAP: They meet and had a general discussion about the church’s future.

Motion to adjourn (Gloria) and the meeting concluded at 7:49 pm.
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Spiritual Development Update

Jrom Sheila Enstine

Important Dates for November 2024:
All Saints Day is November 1* and All Saints Sunday is November 3. On the last Sunday of the Christian Year, No-

vember 24", the Church celebrates Christ the King Sunday, which recognizes Christ as the King of the universe.

This special Sunday reminds us that Christ has dominion over all creation and over all of our lives. It is a perfect end-
ing to the liturgical year in its declaration of Christ’s authority and in its anticipation of the great Day of the Lord, when
“at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11). Christ the King Sunday is a perfect forerunner to Advent, which
begins on Sunday December 1, 2024

Small Groups:
The Sunday morning group is studying of the Book of Acts. The class runs from 8:45 AM to 9:45 AM.

The Wednesday night praise and fellowship gathers at 7 pm with the praise team. After worship, we have a time
of fellowship and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 pm. Pastor Ed is leading a study on the Gospel of Matthew.

The Friday afternoon women’s Bible study meets at 1:00 PM. This group is reading and discussing Nancy DeM-
oss Wolgemuth’s “Living Out the Beauty of the Gospel Together”.

Nursery: The nursery is available every Sunday for babies and children through age five.

Children’s Church: After the first set of worship music on Sundays, children ages 6 through 10 (about 5" grade) are
welcome to attend Children’s Church.

Safe Sanctuary Renewal Meeting: Thirteen people met on October 24" to review our Safe Sanctuary Policy and
renew their covenant agreements. This year’s meeting focused on providing a safe and welcoming space for persons of
all ages with various disabilities. Ideas from the meeting are in a separate report.

Prayer Opportunities:
* International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church: DCC will observe the IDOP on Sunday, November 10

with a special prayer meeting after the regular service.
* Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com.
¢ Church Prayer Calendar: The November prayer calendar will focus on the persecuted Church.

* In-person prayer: Please contact Sheila or Ed if you have thoughts about the time and day of the week when
you’d like to gather for group prayer.

Congregational Care:
Thank you to Paula Nelson and Doug Nash for arranging for flower deliveries and many thanks to those who pray for,

visit, and deliver meals to recuperating members of our church family.
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2024 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project

The 2024 Operation Christmas Child National Collection Week is November 18-25, 2024. Brochures that explain how
to build and pack a shoebox and pre-printed empty shoeboxes will be available in the Townsley room.

You can also find packing and shipping information online at
samaritanpurse.org/operation-christmas-child. The website
provides an opportunity to donate postage online and then print
a traceable mailing label so that you can track your box’s final
destination.

The Danby church will deliver your shoebox gift to the regional
drop-off location for you on Sunday, November 25", Be sure
to have boxes packed and ready to go by the end of the service
that day.

Important: Some of the rules for acceptable items have changed
from the past. Please do not include candy or any kind of food
or toothpaste. Do not include cash. Make checks payable to
Samaritan’s Purse and place them in the envelope as directed in
the brochure. Also, please do not include anything made with
glass or otherwise breakable items, liquids, and war related
items. Contact Sheila Enstine at 607-229-4135 with any questions.
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Tuesday, November 5, 2024
opm - 7pm
Pork and Chicken
with all the fixins
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Danby Community Church Staff Pastor Oversight Committee (SPOC) report.
By Katy Prince

May the grace of God find you well this month. As we near the end of the calendar year, we, the Staft Pastor
Oversight Committee (SPOC) have a few things we need to make sure you are aware of:

1. Partnership agreements are due asap. They must be turned in by the end of the year to have voting rights
at the annual meeting in January. If you are in need of a partnership agreement, you may contact the office,
Pastor Ed, or me.

2. Survey: So far we have only had 3 people fill out the survey online at the following link: https://forms.gle/
NELoCGQFbSvEk15C6

We know that others have taken a printed version of the survey, but we have not seen any that have been turned
in yet. If you have not turned your survey in, please do so by December 1, 2024 so that we can review them to
see if there is anything we need to address in the new year. You can still obtain a download pdf of the survey
at the following link: https://www.danbychurch.org/uploads/7/3/2/6/73263777/danby_community _church sur-
vey_2024.pdf (on the www.danbychurch.org website, go to News then click on the Danby Community Church
Survey 2024 title.

3. Nominations: Each year we review the officers of the church and the committees. This year as we began
talking about this, we discovered that we have or will have three positions open in January of 2025. They are:
a.Financial Secretary
b.Church Clerk
¢.SPOC member

Job descriptions are available for the Financial Secretary and Church Clerk and the duties of a SPOC member are
outlined briefly in our constitution which is also available for the asking.

You may submit your desire to hold a position of the church (filled or not filled) to SPOC at any time before the
annual meeting in January 2025. And voting on all of the offices of the church will take place at that meeting
which is usually the third Sunday of January.

In addition if you are in a position that you no longer wish to hold, please let us know as soon as possible.

We ask you to pray about all of the above mentioned and to thoughtfully consider that Jesus called us all to be
disciples and to do our part in building up and adding to the Kingdom of God. This church won’t exist without
the people in it doing God’s work. Here are a few scriptures you can meditate on as you pray:

1 Peter: 4:10-11 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’
Ephesians 4:11-13 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip

his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Danby Church News November 2024



Including People with Disabilities in Church Ministry
By Sheila Enstine

This year’s Safe Sanctuary renewal meeting focused on including people with disabilities in the ministries of the
church. The break out groups at our meeting explored suggestions for including people of all ages with many types of
disabilities in the ministries of our church. The following are ideas that came out of our conversations.

General Accommodation

We found that the church already supports a climate where people are free to move around as needed during worship.
The break out groups at our meeting explored suggestions for doing this. Possible improvements include building

a canopy over the Education Wing back door (the one with the crash bar). When accompanied by valet parking, the
canopy would provide easier access into the building, especially during inclement weather. If anyone reading this is
inspired to be a valet, see the trustees. Another idea is to add more multisensory connections in worship (texture, taste,
color, movement, etc.), addressing the different ways people receive information and learn. Maybe sermons can in-
clude props or object lessons.

Accommodations for visual impairments
Lighting could be better for the Praise Team in general! However, if someone with a vision disability joins the Team,

better lighting would become a necessity. An improvement already in progress is having simple, non-busy back-
grounds on the projected song lyrics.

Accommodations for hearing impairments
The church deserves a pat on the back for our investment in a hearing loop system. We’d like to improve worship for

those with hearing difficulties with sign-language interpretation. If you’re looking for a way to serve the church during
worship that doesn’t involve the need for musical abilities, perhaps learning and sharing sign language is your calling.

Accommodations for allergies and chemical sensitivities
We already keep snack and juice items on hand, which can be a great help for people with diabetes. The gluten-free

munchers in our congregation appreciate the available alternatives.
Additionally, we need to remember that many people need alternatives for dairy, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, shell fish, and
other common dietary allergens.

Also, be aware of chemical sensitivities, especially in people with asthma or emphysema. Our meeting participants
remarked on how we haven’t noticed any overly cologned worshippers in a long time. Hopefully our congregation will
continue to take it easy in that department.

Accommodations for Physical Impairments
Kudos to us for maintaining accessible entrances and restrooms, creating extra space in the sanctuary for wheelchairs,

removing the platform in front of the altar (the cause of past slips and trips), and keeping accessible parking and en-
trances clear of snow. Let’s keep up the good work and watch for other areas that might prevent participation from
people with disabilities.

=
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The Wesleyan Covenant Prayer

The Wesleyan Covenant Prayer was adapted by John Wesley, the co-founder of Methodism
(along with his brother, Charles) for the renewal of the believer’s covenant with God. Wesley
says that the prayer was first used in a covenant renewal service held on Monday, August 11,
1755, in London, with 1800 people present. Since then, the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer has of-
ten been used in Methodist services around the world on the first Sunday of the year.

The prayer points to deep surrender of ourselves in complete trust to God. At first use, the
words of the prayer can be jarring. Pray these words until you mean them.

lamno longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to cloing, put me to sugering.
Let me be emploged for thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be Fu”, let me be emptg.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
| Freelg and hear’cilg 5ield all things to thg Pleasure and disposal.
And now, O g!orious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holg SPirit,
thou art mine, and | am thine.
Sobeit.

And the covenant which | have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
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Pester the Pastor

What does the Bible say about fear?

The word fear is used a lot in the Bible, which makes sense when you think
about how often fear creeps into our everyday lives. Working from the
original biblical languages, translators used two different meanings for the
English word fear.

On one hand, fear is an important and complex emotion. Fear is essential
to our survival, but when it becomes a terrorizing or paralyzing phobia, fear
can be a counter-productive waste of time and energy. When confronted
with the unexpected or unknown, human nature often responds with fear.
If danger does not materialize we feel relief and if danger is imminent. we
are quicker to respond.

As we learn what to fear and what to avoid, life becomes safer and we sur-

vive with a lot less needless pain. Reasonable fear prevents most folks from

poking bears, playing with snakes, and swimming with crocodiles, etc. People learn to keep their heads down when the
sticks and stones of life are flying our way. Fear tempered with a modicum of reason is a good and useful tool.

To guard our spirits, we are instructed to react with this emotional fear when evil thoughts and actions come our way. We
should be afraid of the destruction that happens as we’re drawn away from God and level-headedness by evil.

The second meaning of fear is reverent awe (Ecclesiastes 12:13). We are told to fear God. Our God deserves all the respect
and honor we can give. This meaning of fear in reference to God is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9: 10).

Using the word fear with two different meanings has probably caused most of us a moment’s pause. If God is so loving and
wonderful, why fear Him? The answer is we have no reason to fear harm but every reason to be amazed. We are privileged
to be aware of the awe and wonder that God deserves while knowing He loves us as His children. Because we serve an
awesome God, we are secure forever through Jesus Christ (John 3: 16-17). We have the ability to come before the Throne
of God, and that should leave us with a sense of joy, peace, and countless blessings. “For God hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).

Repriinted from from September 2020 Danby Church News

Michele Dunning made these beautiful cakes for

Pastor Appreciation Month. The cross cake was Pastor’s Ed
favroite, pineappple upsidedown cake. The pasture and sheep
cake were in appreciation of the whole worship team.

Do you have a question you would like to ask Pastor Ed? It can be about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, the church, religion. Send
your questions to Janet Gray at jsg4@cornell.edu and your question (and answer) may appear in the next Danby Church News
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Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

www.danbychurch.org

Welcome Home!!

What’s Happening?

Election Night Dinner
Tuesday, November 5, Spm - 7pm
Pork and Chicken and all the fixings

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church

Sunday, November 10, Special Prayer meeting after church

Free Coffee and Donuts
Monday, November 18, 8am - 10:30am




