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What’s in this Issue?

From Our Pastor!

From the Pastor continued on page 3

“There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope will 
not be cut off.” Proverbs 23:18

Changes:
More than just the season is changing. By the time you read 
this, we will have installed a new floor in our fellowship hall 
and kitchen. New energy efficient windows are also on the 
way in a few weeks.

The old floors and windows have served us for over 65 
years, but nothing lasts forever. My prayer is the new parts 
and pieces last at least that long, if not longer.

New ideas for ministry:
As we enter fall, we are considering implementing a new 
ministry addressing pet bereavement. People react to los-
ing their beloved pets with the same emotional processes 
as when people pass away. Grief is grief and pets are a very 
special part of our lives.

We’re collecting resource material and considering structure 
for this new outreach. If you are interested in being a part 
of this ministry as a helper, facilitator or even a participant, 
please see Pastor Ed or Janet Gray.

As a fun outreach to our community, we’re seriously consid-
ering a cornhole league in our newly refreshed Fellowship 
Hall. People that I’ve talked to really like the idea. Do you 
have any experience with this game?

Would you be willing to take part? We already have someone 
willing to fund the equipment if the idea gains traction. If 
Cornhole is calling your name, talk to Pastor Ed. We’ll have 
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**There was no Administrative Council Meeting Minutes 
for  September**

           From the Pastor continued from page 2

Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 a.m.

Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30a.m..
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7p.m.
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7p.m.

Women’s Bible Study  2nd Fridays @ 12noon. 

to gather a few volunteers to make this outreach happen. Keep in mind this is a fun activity that will 
hopefully draw in new people from outside out fellowship. Be prepared to mix and mingle!

Our hope for a new sign continues! The present sign is in need of an update, but the Town of Danby 
is reluctant to make our stretch of highway look like Las Vegas (fat chance that will ever happen). 
We’re still talking to the Town planner about the possibility of a new LED sign, but current town 
regulations deem lit signage illegal. As a church it is needful that we follow the rules as best we can, 
even when they make no sense.

As we consider interacting with those around us remember to pray for this country and the world. 
May we be instruments of peace both near and far. Issues of greed and pride will always reap ruin. 
Pray for humble, wiser heads and softer hearts everywhere.

As you pray, please lift up our church in your prayers. Pray for a harvest of souls seeking the Lord 
to join us in worship and life in the Kingdom of God. May the Lord bring in a harvest of new lead-
ership that will rise up and flourish on the foundation we provide. All this to the glory of God.

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  
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Spiritual Development Report 
By Sheila Enstine

Important Dates for October:
On October 31st, the Christian Church observes the feast of All Saints Eve and on November 1st we celebrate All Saints 
Day.  This day is set aside to remember the saints whose faith strengthened them for courageous work that brought 
healing, restoration, and salvation to thousands of people.  Not always members of the Catholic denomination, these gi-
ants of faith include Oscar Romaro and Detrich Bonhoeffer as well as Maximilian Kolbe and Teresa of Calcutta.  Don’t 
forget Amy Carmichael or David Livingston.  Take time this month to research these and other names. Then be grateful 
for the work God performed through them.

Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal: The Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 21st at 6:30 p.m. in the All Saints Room.  Anyone who works with children, youth or vulnerable adults in programs 
sponsored by the Danby Community Church is required to attend this meeting.  

Adult Small Groups:   	
The Sunday morning group is studying five of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament—Joel, Jonah, Amos, 
Hosea, and Micah.  The group meets at 8:45 a.m. Sunday morning.

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship gathers at 7 p.m. with the praise team, followed by a time of fellowship 
and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 p.m.  Pastor Ed is leading a study on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study meets weekly on Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m.  Contact Suzanne 
Walker for more information.

Nursery and Children’s Church: 
Each Sunday, babies and children through age five are welcome to visit our nursery.  Children ages six through ten are 
welcome to attend Children’s Church, which begins around 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Opportunities:  
•	 The Prayer Calendar focus for October is Urgent Global Needs.  Thank you to all who are petitioning the 
Lord for intervention in these crises.

•	 In-person Prayer:  We host a Zoom prayer meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sheila if you would like 
a link to the meeting. This is a great opportunity for two or more to gather together in Jesus’ name (Matt. 18:20), 
with the advantage of not having to travel or stay out after dark.

Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post 
a comment.
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I’m reading a book called, Ponderings from the Pastor’s Partner written by 
Cheryl A. Hildbold. 

I read this “pondering” the other day and wanted to share it.

“Plastic Grocery Bags!”

  They are everywhere!  We save them, we reuse them, we recycle them.  
Sometimes they get away from us.  They blow across fields, they get caught 
in trees, they find their way out onto the highway.

  The other day, we were driving along the Lincoln Highway (Rt. 30) and I 
saw a bag blowing across the road. The wind was carrying it somewhat, but 
it was mostly the moving vehicles that were responsible for the erratic mo-
tion of the bag.

  As I watched the bag being blown around and run over, I realized that its 
only hope was if someone took the time to catch it, rescue it, save it from 
its purposeless fate. But no one seemed to care. No one felt that the bag had 
any value.

 Thankfully, it was just a bag...but I think that there are a lot of people who 
are experiencing the same fate. People are being blown around by so many different “winds of teaching”. They are told 
that their value is in their net worth. They are told that in order to be accepted by society, they need to have a certain 
body type and wear the right clothes. They are told to be tolerant of all lifestyles...even when they know that those life-
styles don’t reflect God’s perfect design.

  People are being run over by a society that has no values and they are left with a purposeless fate. They need someone 
to take the time to care about them, to rescue them and to save them.

  God, in His perfect design, has made that salvation possible through Christ’s death on the cross... but He wants us to 
tell those lost, purposeless people about it! Paul tells us in Ephesians 4 that we are to be maturing in our faith so that we 
will no longer be tossed back and forth by the waves and blown here and there by every wind of teaching. Instead, we 
are to speak the truth in love!

  It’s good to recycle plastic bags... it’s essential to speak God’s truth in love to the lost around you!
_____

You can find this pondering and many more in the book mentioned above.  Find out more at: https://ponderingsfrom-
thepastorspartner.com/

-- 
Katy Prince

Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal

The Safe Sanctuary Covenant Renewal meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 21st at 6:30 p.m. in the All 
Saints Room.  Anyone who works with children, youth or vulnerable adults in programs sponsored by the Danby 
Community Church is required to attend this meeting.  If you are not able to make the meeting, please see Sheila.
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My Personal Experiences Inspiring Pet Ministry

The idea of starting a Pet Ministry at Danby Community Church comes from firsthand experiences with both supporting others 
and personal loss. Recently, I assisted a friend’s elderly dog pass away peacefully while the friend was unable to be present. 
This act of compassion highlighted the need for support during such difficult moments. More personally, I experienced profound 
loss when my own beloved golden retriever, Gus, succumbed to lymphoma in September. These experiences have shown how 
meaningful care and support can be during times of grief, and they inspire the desire to create a ministry that extends comfort 
to others facing similar challenges.
 

Why Have a Pet Ministry?

We can Offer Emotional and Spiritual Support:

• Grief and Loss: Many people experience deep grief when a pet passes away. A pet ministry can offer comfort, prayer, and 
practical resources for those mourning a beloved animal, recognizing that pet loss is often a person’s first experience with grief.  
• Pastoral Care: Supporting pet owners during illness, transitions, or loss helps extend the church’s care beyond traditional 
boundaries. 

Getting Involved

If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please reach out to Pastor Ed and/or Janet Gray for more information on how 
you can participate and contribute.

Janet Gray
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan for Today
By Sheila Enstine

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law
replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:25-37).

After Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Jewish lawyer 
admitted that a neighbor is anyone who has the opportunity to help 
another needy human being. Neighbors don’t have to be the same race, 
color, creed, nationality or from the same town. By acknowledging this 
truth, the lawyer answered his own questions about how to love his 
neighbor as himself.

Lately I’ve encountered an opposite attitude in dramatic contrast to that 
of the Good Samaritan. I was talking with an acquaintance about donat-
ing household items to the Salvation Army.

“I never take anything to the Salvation Army,” she said. “They send 
everything to Cortland!”

“I didn’t know that,” I said. “But what’s wrong with sending things to 
Cortland?”

“We need to keep things that came from our locality in our area.”

“How do you define local?” I asked. “If I look at the ‘made in’ labels 
on these things, they say made in China or Taiwan or Brazil. None of 
it is really local.”

“The things that were purchased in our area were from local people’s resources. It needs to stay here and benefit the people
in our area,” She replied.

I wanted to point out that unless we’re talking about pottery or produce that came from Tompkins County clay, few of
our resources are generated by local enterprise. The colleges and universities are populated by students and teachers from
throughout the US and the world, and workers for large chains often receive their pay from offices in other states. But I
decided to end the conversation and filed her attitude under UFOs (Unusually Foolish Opinions).

Then one of our Danby Church members told me about an encounter he had while dropping off garbage bags at the Tompkins
County collection site, after the East King Road clean up last spring.

“You’re not from this area,” an angry man had yelled out of his truck window.

Again, where is the boundary line for neighborliness? Even if we found such a boundary, what’s wrong with out-of-area
people cleaning up a road in your neighborhood? I wonder about the reverse situation. Would the man refuse to help someone
in need, but not from his area?

An immediate crisis that demonstrates the enduring character flaw of the Jewish lawyer is the unjust distribution of COVID
vaccines. Drug companies gladly sell their vaccines to rich countries, while skimping on donations or at-cost sales of
vaccines to poor countries. As the US stock piles vaccine, offers boosters, and issues mandates, poor countries suffer. Here is
the old “let’s take care of our own first” recipe, seasoned with corporate greed and government vain-glory.

The base character flaw displayed in these examples—the vice of the Jewish lawyer—is apathy, which is the polar opposite
of love. Apathy simply does not care about the other, the not local, the not seen, the not-from-my-town or my kind. Apathy
says, “Let them take care of themselves; leave them to their own devices.” By its very nature, apathy cannot love its neighbor.

As we enter into the sacred time of thanksgiving and gift giving, each of us needs to ask ourselves once more, “Who is my
neighbor”. The answer is anyone in need, including people in Afghanistan, Argentina, Ethiopia, Ukraine, Salamanca, and
Danby or as far away as Cortland.

Reprinted from the Danby Church News, November 2021



Check out what is going on at Danby Church at: 
danbychurch.org

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

www.danbychurch.org

  Welcome Home!!


