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Rambling thoughts about life:

For over 40 years I measured seasons by Cornell University’s 
academic calendar. Fall began when the kids returned, bring-
ing the unpleasant reality of traffic jams, litter on the streets 
of Collegetown, and a tidal wave of work for my copy shop.  
They returned year after year with money in hand in exchange 
for course material, which I was only too happy to provide.  
Mid-august was always a challenge I would dread and enjoy 
at the same time.

The activity of commerce had a predictable ebb and flow 
through prelims, mid-terms and finals, followed by a brief 
respite of calm.  Everything came to an abrupt halt over the 
December holiday/intersession break only to start up again in 
mid-January. Term end and graduation in May, a brief sum-
mer session, and the peace (boredom) of July marked another 
work year complete.

After 88 semesters it is very difficult to move into other pat-
terns based on natural cycles of growth and rest that play out 
in trees changing color and thunderstorms replacing snow-
storms.  

As Ecclesiastes three tells us, there is a time and season for 
everything.  In the end we are all subject to time, the unde-
feated, unstoppable measure of our life’s span, no matter how 
we order our lives.

Fortunately, time is not the final goal. It is only a measuring 
tool.   Otherwise, we’d judge a successful life by how long we 
can live.
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From Our Pastor!

From the Pastor continued on page 3
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**There was no Administrative Council Meeting for August**

The older you get the more you realize getting old can flat-out hurt!   As wonderful as these bodies 
are, we all wear out eventually.  Bring on the replacement parts!

What really counts is not what you have or how you feel, but what you leave behind by nurturing 
and caring for people you’ve met along the way.  Have you been God’s instrument of peace and 
reconciliation?  Have you portrayed Christ through actions and words?  Were you available for the 
Holy Spirit to use when the need arose? 

Maybe the best question to ask in summation is, “Did I plant seeds of righteousness and hope that 
helped people to find and grow in Christ?” 

Back to the seasons.  My past was paced by the flow of work and money based on an academic 
calendar.  The goal and measure of success was to produce and sell more copies, semester after se-
mester.  This is the way of business. But in the end very few lives were really changed, and as I’ve 
moved on from commerce to church, the University and customers didn’t care at all. No surprise 
there.

Now the change of seasons is declared outside my office window.   No money sprouts in the lawn.  
No lines of fresh faces are lining up to buy anything next to the apple tree out back.  But according 
to God’s purposes, this is so much better.  My prayers are for something more important and beauti-
ful than a bank account. They go out for you, my sisters and brothers.

           From the Pastor continued from page 2

Sunday Adult Bible Study@ 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Celebration @ 10 a.m.

Sunday Youth Church @ 10:30a.m..
Tuesday, Zoom Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, Live Music & Conversation @ 7p.m.
Thursdays, Pastor’s Bible Study @ 7p.m.

Women’s Bible Study  2nd Fridays @ 12noon. 
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Did you know we are now on Facebook?  You can access us from your Facebook page (just 
search for Danby Community Church) or press the Facebook link on our church website: 
WWW.DANBYCHURCH.ORG.  You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see our Face-
book page, but you will need a Facebook account if you would want to “like” our page or post 
a comment.

Spiritual Development Report 
by Sheila Enstine

As we continue through the season of Pentecost, try reading the assigned Scripture from the Revised Common Lec-
tionary (https://www.lectionarypage.net).  For September, the Lectionary readings from the New Testament are from 1 
Timothy and the Gospel of Luke. 

Adult Small Groups:   	
The Sunday morning group will begin a study of five of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament on Sunday, 
September 7th. The five books are Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, and Michah.

The Wednesday night Praise and Fellowship gathers at 7 p.m. with the praise team, followed by a time of fellowship 
and prayer.

The Thursday evening Bible Study begins at 7 p.m.  Pastor Ed is leading a study on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

The Friday afternoon Women’s Bible Study is currently meeting monthly at people’s homes for a dish-to-pass lunch 
and book discussion.  The group will begin meeting weekly later in the fall.  See Suzanne Walker for more information.

Nursery and Children’s Church: 

Each Sunday, babies and children through age five are welcome to visit our nursery.  Children ages six through ten are 
welcome to attend Children’s Church, which begins around 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Opportunities:  
•	 In-person Prayer:  A Zoom prayer meeting is available on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sheila if you would 

like a link to the meeting. This is a great opportunity for two or more to gather together in Jesus’ name to 
agree in prayer for situations and people that are dear to our hearts. Zoom meetings also have the advantage 
of not requiring travel or staying out after dark as the days shorten.

•	 Prayer Chain: Contact Katy Prince at katyprince96@gmail.com. 

Congregational Care:  Thank you to all of you who call, visit, provide meals, and pray for one another.

This month’s issue of the Danby Church News is on the web at https://www.danbychurch.org/news.html!  



Check out what is going on at Danby Church at: 
danbychurch.org

Danby Community Church
1859 Danby Road
Ithaca, NY  14850

www.danbychurch.org

  Welcome Home!!


